
Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 28, 1953.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The current situation existing in the government of
the City of New Bedford is causing great uncertainty.
I am informed that as a result of the sentence to the
Norfolk County jail recently imposed on the Mayor of
the City, confusion exists in its municipal affairs which
calls for immediate correction so that the business of the
City may go forward in orderly fashion. The confusion
arises because the President of the City Council has
only limited powers to act in the absence of the Mayor.

I am, therefore, submitting herewith suggested legisla-
tion, which will empower the President of the City
Council to serve as temporary Mayor under that desig-
nation. I trust that this legislation will receive speedy
and favorable action.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,

HOUSE No. 2751

C6e Commontoealti) of epassacfmsetts*

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the office of mayor of the

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD AND THE ADMINISTRATION Of

THE AFFAIRS OF SAID CITY DURING THE PRESENT EMER-
GENCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding any provision of
2 general law, of any special act relating to the city
3 of New Bedford or of any ordinance of said city, the
4 president of the city council of said city in office on
5 the effective date of this act shall upon said effec-
-6 tive date become temporary mayor, under the desig-
-7 nation of “temporary mayor”, and shall exclusively,
8 during the period beginning with said effective date
9 and ending upon the return of the incumbent of the

10 office of mayor to active duties at the city hall of
11 said city or, in case prior to such return a vacancy
12 occurs in said office of mayor, until the qualification
13 of the person first elected by popular vote after said
14 effective date to the office of mayor of said city,
15 possess all the rights and powers, perform all the
16 duties and be subject to all the obligations of mayor
17 of said city and during said period shall receive such
18 compensation as the council may determine, but shall
19 not receive any compensation as president of the city
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20 council. During said period he shall not perform the
21 duties as president or as a member of the city council.
22 The remaining members shall by a majority vote elect
23 a suitable qualified person to serve for said period as
24 a member of the city council and shall elect one of its
25 members to serve as temporary president who shall
26 possess all the rights and powers of the president.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




