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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, June 16, 1953.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

This year, 1953, is the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of
one of Boston’s most popular and beloved musical events
■—The Esplanade Concerts. Twenty-five years ago
these were established as the first free series of concerts
given anywhere in the world by a major symphony
orchestra. Through them countless people who would
never be able to attend more formal symphony concerts
have enjoyed the treasures of good music in a beautiful
open-air setting. Both literally and figuratively the
Esplanade is close to the heart of Boston’s population.

But it is not only Bostonians who enjoy these concerts.
People from all over the Commonwealth and throngs of
summer visitors to our state have attended them. Total
attendance over the years has exceeded six million, and
through them Boston’s fame as a musical center has
spread even beyond the borders of our nation.

The Esplanade Concerts and their great success are
largely the achievement of one man, Mr. Arthur Fiedler.
Mr. Fiedler’s fame as a musician and a conductor is
international, but he has devoted his talents and his
musical life to his own city of Boston. He, it was, who
first conceived the idea of the Esplanade Concerts for
all the people, and it was his hard work and devotion
which has made them so successful. He has carried
them on through peace and war, through depression and
prosperity.
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Plans are already underway to commemorate this
twenty-fifth anniversary on the occasion of the opening
concert on July sth, and it is most fitting that Mr.
Fiedler’s achievement should be given public recognition
at this time. Fortunately there is an appropriate op-
portunity for doing him this honor. The Metropolitan
District Commission is at present constructing a foot-
bridge over the Storrow Highway, giving access from
Otter Street to the lawns near the Hatch Shell where the
concerts are held. I recommend the passage of legislation,
submitted herewith, officially naming this structure
“The Fiedler Bridge”. In this way we can give lasting
recognition to the individual whose efforts have made
The Esplanade Concerts possible.

Respectfully submitted

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

Resolve designating a foot bridge over the storrow
HIGHWAY, FROM OTTER STREET TO THE LAWNS NEAR

THE HATCH SHELL IN BOSTON, AS THE “FIEDLER
bridge”.

1 Resolved, That the foot bridge which is presently
2 being constructed by the metropolitan district com-
-3 mission over the Storrow highway, giving access from
4 Otter street to the lawns near the Hatch Shell in the
5 city of Boston, be known and designated as the
6 Fiedler bridge, and that said commission be author-
-7 ized and directed to place a suitable tablet or marker,
8 bearing said designation, thereon.
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