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SENATE No. 154

By Mr. Beades, petition of John A. Daly and John J. Beades for legislation
relative to payment of compensation and expenses to auditors, masters and
other court appointed officers. Joint Ways and Means.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act relative to payment of compensation and expenses to
AUDITORS, MASTERS AND OTHER COURT APPOINTED OFFICERS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 221 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the sixth line of section 55 the
3 words “the counties in which they are appointed” and by in-
-4 serting in place thereof the words “the commonwealth”, so
5 that section 55 shall read as follows:
6 Section 55. The supreme judicial court, the superior court
7 or the probate court shall award reasonable compensation to
8 commissioners, assessors, referees, masters in chancery and
9 special masters, for duties performed under the direction of

10 said court, and to arbitrators appointed under chapter two
11 hundred and fifty-one upon whose awards judgment is entered,
12 which shall be paid by (the counties in which they are ap-
-13 pointed.) THE COMMONWEALTH. Reasonable traveling
14 expenses shall also be allowed in the same manner as is pro-
-15 vided for auditors.

1 Section 2. Chapter 221 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the fourth line of section 61 the
3 words “the county” and by inserting in place thereof the words
4 “the commonwealth”, so that section 61 shall read as follows:
5 Section 61. The court shall award reasonable compensation
6 and allow actual expenses of travel in attending hearings, if

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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said expenses be approved by the court as reasonable, to audi-
tors, and the same shall be paid by (the county) THE COM-
MONWEALTH if they are appointed by the supreme judicial
court, the superior court or the probate court. If they are
appointed by any other court the compensation awarded and
expenses of travel allowed may be paid by either party and
taxed in his bill of costs if he prevails; but the plaintiff shall
be liable for such payment, and the court may make all orders
and decrees, and issue process to enforce the same. No allow-
ance for the expenses of travel shall be allowed by the court,
unless the auditor shall file a true and correct account of such
expenses, signed and sworn to by him.
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Section 3. Chapter 221 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out in the fourth line of section 62 A the
words “the county” and by inserting in place thereof the
words “the commonwealth”, so that section 62 A shall read as
follows:
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Section 62 A. If an auditor or special master, appointed by
the supreme judicial, superior or probate court, becomes in-
capacitated or dies without having filed his final report, the
court may award him or his estate reasonable compensation,
payable by (the county,) THE COMMONWEALTH, upon a
finding that he actually performed services which would en-
title him to the compensation awarded had he filed a report as
provided in section sixty-two; provided that all his records and
memoranda, or copies thereof, in the case in which compensa-
tion is sought, are filed with the clerk or register of the court.
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Section 4. Chapter 185 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out in the thirteenth line of section 43
the words “the county where the land involved in the proceed-
ings is situated” and by inserting in place thereof the words
“the commonwealth”, so that section 43 shall read as fol-
lows;
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Section Jf3. If, in any case, an appearance is entered and
answer filed, the case shall be set down for hearing on the mo-
tion of either party, but a default and order shall first be en-
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10 tered against all persons who do not appear and answer, in the
11 manner provided in the preceding section. The court may
12 refer the case or any part thereof to one of the examiners of
13 title, as master, to hear the parties and their evidence, and
14 make report thereof to the court. His report shall have the
15 same effect as that of a master appointed by the superior court

#l6 in equity, and he shall proceed according to the rules of said
17 court applicable to masters, except as the same may be modi-
-18 tied by the rules of the land court. The compensation of a
19 master appointed under this section, and of an examiner under
20 section 24, shall be awarded by the land court, and shall be
21 paid by (the county where the land involved in the proceed-
-22 ings is situated) THE COMMONWEALTH, except that said
23 compensation may be awarded by the land court in its discre-
-24 tion as a part of the taxable costs of the proceedings, in which
25 case the compensation shall be paid as decreed by said court.
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