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By Mr. Lamson (by request), petition of the Legislative committee of the
Massachusetts City Clerk’s Association, by Raymond H. Greenlaw, chairman,
for legislation relative to the correction of errors in birth, marriage and death
records and to amend birth records to conform to certificates and decrees of
adoption. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act relative to the correction of errors in records of
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS AND AMENDING BIRTH RECORDS TO
CONFORM TO CERTIFICATES OF ADOPTION AND ADOPTION DECREES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 13 of chapter 46 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as
3 amended by section 3 of chapter 61 of the acts of 1939, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 If the record relating to a birth, marriage or death does not
6 contain all the required facts, or if it is claimed that the facts
7 are not correctly stated therein, the town clerk shall receive
8 an affidavit containing the facts required for record, accom-
-9 panied by documentary evidence substantiating such facts be-

-10 yond all reasonable doubt, if made by a person required by
11 law to furnish the information for the original record, or, at
12 the discretion of the town clerk, by credible persons having
13 knowledge of the case, or, in the case of an abandoned child
14 or foundling referred to in section one A, by the director of
15 the division of child guardianship in the department of public
16 welfare.

1 Section 2. Said section 13 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the second sentence of the fourth paragraph, as
3 amended by chapter 146 of the acts of 1959, and inserting in
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4 place thereof the following: Except as hereinafter provided,
said clerk shall forthwith, after receiving such certificate of5

adoption or any such certified copy of a decree of adoption,6
7 notify the adopting parents, or parent, of the receipt thereof
8 and, upon payment of the fees prescribed by section thirty-
9 four of chapter two hundred and sixty-two, he shall correct

10 the record of birth of the person so adopted in the manner
11 hereinafter provided and furnish to such parents, or parent, a
12 certified copy of such record, as so corrected. If the certificate
13 of adoption or the certified copy of decree of adoption does not
14 indicate the desire of the adopting parents, or parent, to have
15 the record of birth of the person adopted corrected, the clerk
16 shall not correct such record until he has received a statement,
17 signed by the adopting parents, or parent, or by the person
18 adopted, in the presence of some official authorized by law to
19 administer oaths, requesting that such record be corrected. If
20 such certificate or certified copy does not contain the original
21 name and date and place of birth of the person adopted, the
22 clerk shall not correct such record until he has received a
23 statement of such facts from the court issuing such certificate
24 or certified copy. If such certificate or certified copy does not
25 contain the facts relative to the adopting parents, or parent,
26 hereinafter required for correcting such record, the clerk shall
27 not correct such record until he has received an affidavit,
28 signed and sworn to by the adopting parents, or parent, or by
29 the person adopted, or, at his discretion, by credible persons
30 having knowledge of the case, and documentary evidence sub-
31 stantiating such facts beyond all reasonable doubt.


