
No. 558SENATE

Senate, March 30, 1960.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill providing for the numbering of certain motorboats
and further regulating the equipment and operation of motorboats
and other vessels (House, No. 2942, amended), report recommend-
ing that the same ought to pass, with an amendment substituting
a new draft entitled “An Act establishing a division of motorboats
in the Registry of Motor Vehicles and providing for the number-
ing of certain motorboats and the further regulation of the equip-
ment and operation of motoTboats and other vessels” (Senate, No.
558).

For the committee,

WILLIAM D. FLEMING.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act establishing a division of motorboats in the registry

of motor vehicles and providing for the numbering of

certain motorboats and the further regulation of the

equipment and operation of motorboats and other vessels.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the num-
3 bering of certain motorboats and the promotion of boating

1 safety on the territorial waters of the commonwealth under
5 the supervision of an agency of the commonwealth and thereby
6 assuring the commonwealth of certain revenue which would
7 otherwise accrue to the federal government, therefore it is
8 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the

) immediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 16 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 11, added by chapter 416
3 of the acts of 1959, under the heading DIVISION OF MOTOR-
4 BOATS, the following section; — Section 12. There shall be
5 within the registry of motor vehicles a division of motorboats.
6 With the approval of the council, the governor shall appoint
7 for a term of seven years, and may remove for cause with like
8 approval, an officer to be known as the director of the division
9 of motorboats who shall be the executive and administrative

10 head of the division. The director shall receive such salary
11 not exceeding ten thousand two hundred dollars, as the gov-
-12 ernor and council may determine, which shall be paid out of
13 the recreational boating fund.
14 The director may employ such hearing officers, inspectors
15 and such administrative, technical, clerical and other em-
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16 ployees as in his opinion the duties of the division may require,
17 and may expend for such purpose and other necessary
18 expenses such amounts as may be appropriated therefor out of
19 the recreational boating fund. Such employees shall not be
20 subject to chapter thirty-one, but the qualifications for the
21 positions shall be established by the civil service commission,
22 and the positions and compensation of such employees shall be
23 classified in accordance with sections forty-five to fifty, inclu-
-24 sive, of chapter thirty.
25 A certificate of award of number issued by the director of
26 the division of motorboats shall become valid on the effective
27 date thereof notwithstanding the fact that the director who
28 issued the same ceased to hold said office prior to said effective
29 date.

1 Section 2. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after chapter 90 A the following chapter:

3

4 MOTORBOATS AND OTHER VESSELS.

5 Section 1. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise re-
-6 quires, the following words shall have the following meanings:
7 “Boating accident”, —an occurrence in which a waterborne
8 vessel subject to this chapter is involved, whether or not there
9 has been any actual collision, and which results in damage by

10 or to such vessel or its equipment, or by or to an object or
11 person being towed, pushed or propelled by such vessel, or in
12 which there is an injury to any person, loss of life, or disap-
-13 pearance of any person under circumstances which indicate
14 the possibility of death or injury or disappearance of a vessel
15 other than by theft.
16 “Certificate of Number”, a document issued by the di-
-17 rector, upon application therefor, stating the name and address
18 of the owner of, and the number awarded to a vessel subject to
19 this chapter, except such vessels, other than livery boats,
20 owned by a manufacturer of or dealer in boats.
21 “Director”, the director of the division of motorboats.

Chapter 908.
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22 “Division”, the division of motorboats in the registry o:
23 motor vehicles.
24 “Horsepower”, the aggregate rated horsepower of all pro-
-25 pellent machinery at maximum operating revolutions per
26 minute.
27 “Length”,-—-the extreme deck fore-and-aft measurement of
28 a vessel.
29 “Livery boat”, a boat hired or available for hire from a
30 person who offers boats for hire as a regular business.
31 “Machinery”, —all inboard and outboard engines and all
32 other types of motors or mechanical devices capable of pro-
-33 pelling vessels.
34 “Motorboat”, any vessel propelled by machinery of more
35 than ten horsepower whether or not such machinery is the
36 principal source of propulsion, but not a vessel which has a
37 valid marine document issued by the Bureau of Customs of the
38 United States Government or any federal agency successor
39 thereto.
40 “Operate”, navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or
41 vessel.
42 “Operator”, a person who operates or who has a charge
43 of the navigation or use of a motorboat or vessel.
44 “Owner”, the person who claims lawful possession of a
45 vessel by virtue of legal title or equitable interest therein
46 which entitles him to possession.
47 “Secretary”, the Secretary of the Department of the
48 United States government in which the coast guard is oper-
-49 ating.
50 “Ship’s lifeboats”, boats carried aboard a vessel and used
51 solely for lifesaving purposes, but not including dinghies, ten-
-52 ders, speedboats or other types of craft carried aboard a vessel
53 and used for other than lifesaving purposes.
54 “Underway”, not at anchor, made fast to the shore or
55 aground.
56 “Vessel”, watercraft of every description, except a sea-
-57 plane on the water used or capable of being used as a means
58 of transportation on water.
59 “Waters of the commonwealth”, all coastal and inland
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60 waters as defined in section one of chapter one hundred and
61 thirty-one except ponds less than ten acres in area and owned
62 by one person, and is not open to the public.
63 Section 2. Every motorboat on the waters of the common-
64 wealth shall be numbered in accordance with this chapter,
65 except:
66 (1) A motorboat owned in a country other than the United
67 States temporarily using the waters of the commonwealth.
68 (2) A motorboat owned by an agency of the United States
69 government or by a state, county, city or town.
70 (3) Ship’s lifeboats.
71 (4) A motorboat numbered in accordance with a numbering
72 system established by the secretary; provided, the certificate
73 of number or similar document awarding a number to such
74 motorboat is in full force and effect.
75 (5) A motorboat numbered in accordance with the number-
76 ing system of another state, which system has been approved
77 by the secretary; provided the certificate of number or similar
78 document awarding a number to such motorboat is in full force
79 and effect; and provided, further, that such motorboat shall
80 not have been within the commonwealth for a period of time
81 in excess of ninety consecutive days.
82 Subject to the above exceptions, no person shall maintain,
83 operate or suffer or permit the operation of any motorboat on
84 the waters of the commonwealth unless such motorboat is
85 numbered in accordance with this chapter within ninety days
86 after the effective date hereof. In any prosecution under this
87 section wherein one or more of the above exceptions is alleged
88 in defense, the burden of proof thereof shall be on the de-
89 fendant.
90 Section 3. (a) Subject to the exceptions listed in section
91 two, the owner of any motorboat principally used in the com-
-92 monwealth shall file an application for number with the direc-
-93 tor on a form approved by him. The application shall be signed
94 by the owner of the motorboat, and shall be forwarded to the
95 director together with a fee of five dollars for an original cer-
-96 tificate of number, or a fee of three dollars for the renewal of
97 such certificate of number. Upon receipt of the application
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in approved form, the director shall cause the same to be en-
tered upon the records of the department and shall issue to
the applicant, if entitled thereto, a certificate of number. The
owner shall cause to be painted on or attached to each side of
the bow of the motorboat the identification number appearing
on the certificate of number. The identification number shall
read from left to right and shall be in block characters of good
proportion not less than three inches in height. The number
shall be of a color which will contrast with the color of the
background and so maintained as to be clearly visible and
legible. The certificate of number shall be pocket size (ap-
proximately two and one half by three and one half inches)
and water resistant, and shall be available at all times for in-
spection on the motorboat for which issued whenever such
motorboat is in operation.

98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
11l
112

(b) The requirements of this chapter shall apply to motor-
boats operated by manufacturers or dealers solely for the pur-
pose of testing or demonstrating. The description of the
motorboat will be omitted from the certificates of number since
the numbers and certificates of number awarded may be trans-
ferred from one motorboat to another. In lieu of the descrip-
tion the word “manufacturer” or “dealer”, as appropriate,
will be plainly marked on each certificate of number. The
manufacturer or dealer may have the number awarded painted
upon or attached to a removable sign temporarily but firmly
mounted upon or attached to the boat being demonstrated or
tested. This subsection shall not apply to motorboats owned
by a dealer or manufacturer and which are used for purposes
other than testing or demonstrating.

113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

(c) The certificate of number of a livery boat shall be plainly
marked “livery boat.” The description of the motor and type
of fuel will be omitted from the certificate of number of a
livery boat in any case where the boat is rented with different
motors or with the person renting the boat supplying the
motor.

127
128
129
130
131
132
133 (d) The owner of any motorboat already covered by a num-

ber in full force and effect, which number has been awarded by
the secretary or pursuant to the numbering system of another

134
135



SENATE —No. 558.1960.] 7

136 state, which system has been approved by the secretary, shall
137 record the number with the director within ninety days of the
138 effective date of this chapter. Such recording shall be in the
139 manner and pursuant to the procedure required for the award
140 of a number under subsection (a) of this section, except that
141 no additional or substitute Massachusetts number shall be
142 issued. The number shall be recorded as valid for the re-
-143 mainder of its term and a registration fee prorated on the
144 basis of a Massachusetts renewal of a number fee shall be
145 charged.
146 (e) Should the ownership of a motorboat change, a new
147 application form with fee shall be filed with the director and a
148 new certificate of number shall be awarded in the same manner
149 as provided for in an original award of number.
150 if) The numbering system and pattern employed pursuant
151 to this chapter by the division shall conform to the overall
152 system of numbering for motorboats within the United States
153 as prescribed by the laws of the United States, and must be
154 approved by the secretary.
155 (g) All records of the division made or kept pursuant to this
156 section shall be public records.
157 ( h ) The owner shall furnish the division notice of the trans-
-158 fer of all or any part of his interest other than the creation of
159 a security in a motorboat numbered in the commonwealth pur-
-160 suant to subsections (a) and id) of this section or of the de-
-161 struction or abandonment of such motorboat, within fifteen
162 days thereof. Such transfer, destruction or abandonment shall
163 terminate the certificate of number for such motorboat and
164 such certificate of number shall be surrendered to the director
165 within fifteen (15) days of such occurrence. In the case of a
166 transfer of a part interest which does not affect the owner’s
167 right to operate such motorboat, such transfer shall not ter-
-168 minate the certificate of number.
169 (i) Any holder of a certificate of number shall notify the
170 division within fifteen days, if his address no longer conforms
171 to the address appearing on the certificate of number and
172 shall, as a part of such notification, furnish the division with
173 his new address.
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ij) An original certificate of number initially awarded pur-
suant to this chapter shall be valid for a period ending one year
from the anniversary of the date of birth of the applicant next
succeeding the issuance of such certificate. Each renewal shall
be Valid for a period ending one year from the date of expira-
tion of such certificate so renewed. A certificate of number
issued to other than an individual shall expire one year from
the date of issuance.

174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181

(7c) No number other than the number awarded to a motor-
boat or granted reciprocity pursuant to this chapter shall be
painted, attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the
bow of such motorboat.

182
183
184
185

Section 4. If a certificate of number is lost, destroyed, or
so mutilated as to be illegible, the owner shall, within fifteen
days, notify the division in writing, describing the circum-
stances of the loss or destruction and certifying to its loss, to-
gether with a complete application form and a fee of one dollar
for the replacement of such certificate of number. Any cer-
tificate of number so mutilated as to be illegible shall be for-
warded to the director with the application form and pre-
scribed fee for replacement.

186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195 Section 5. (a) Motorboats subject to the provisions of this

chapter shall be divided into four classes as follows:196
197 Class A. Less than sixteen feet in length.
198 Class 1. Sixteen feet or over and less than twenty-six feet

in length.199
200 Class 2. Twenty-six feet or over and less than forty feet

in length.201
202 Class 3. Forty feet or over.
203 (b) Every motorboat in all weathers from sunset to sunrise

shall carry and exhibit the following lights when underway,
and during such time no other lights which may be mistaken
for those prescribed shall be exhibited.

204
205
206
207 (1) Every motorboat of classes A and 1 shall carry the fol-

lowing lights:208
209 First. A bright white light aft to show all around the

horizon.210
211 Second. A combined lantern in the fore part of the vessel
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ft

and lower than the white light aft, showing green to starboard
and red to port, so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead
to two points abaft the beam on their respective sides.

212
213
214

(2) Every motorboat of classes 2 and 3 shall carry the fol-
lowing lights: —•

215
216

First. A bright white light in the fore part of the vessel as
near the stem as practicable, so constructed as to show an un-
broken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the
compass, so fixed as to throw the light ten points on each side
of the vessel, namely, from right ahead to two points abaft
the beam on each side.

217
218
219
220
221
222

Second. A bright white light aft to show all around the
horizon and higher than the white light forward.

223
224

Third. On the starboard side a green light so constructed
as to show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten
points of the compass, so fixed as to throw the light from right
ahead to two points abaft the beam on the starboard side. On
the port side a red light so constructed as to show an unbroken
light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the compass,
so fixed as to throw light from right ahead to two points abaft
the beam on the port side. The said lights shall be fitted with
inboard screens so set as to prevent these lights from being
seen across the bow.

225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235 (3) Motorboats of classes A and 1 when propelled by sail

alone shall carry the combined lantern, but not the white light
aft, prescribed by subsection (b) (1) of this section. Motor-
boats of classes 2 and 3, when so propelled, shall carry the
colored lights, suitably screened, but not the white lights pre-
scribed by subsection (b) (2) of this section. A motorboat of
classes A, 1, 2 or 3 of subsection (a) of this section when pro-
pelled by sail alone if not otherwise required or authorized by
this section to carry one or more lights visible from aft, shall
carry at her stern a white light, so constructed that it shall
show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of twelve
points of the compass, so fixed as to show the light six points,
from right aft on each side of the vessel. Such light shall be
carried as nearly as practicable on the same level as the side
lights. In a small motorboat propelled by sail alone, if it is not

236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
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250 possible on account of bad weather or other sufficient cause for
this light to be fixed, an electric torch or lighted lantern shall
be kept at hand ready for use, and shall, on the approach of
an overtaking vessel, be shown in sufficient time to prevent
collision.

251
252
253
254

(4) Every white light prescribed by this section shall be of
such character as to be visible at a distance of at least two
miles. Every colored light prescribed by this section shall be
of such character as to be visible at a distance of at least one
mile. The word “visible” in this subsection, when applied to
lights, shall mean visible on a dark night with clear atmos-
phere.

255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262 (5) When propelled by sail and machinery every motorboat

shall carry the lights required by this section for a motorboat
propelled by machinery alone.

263
264
265 (c) Any vessel may carry and exhibit the lights required by

the Federal Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1948
federal Act of October 11, 1951 (33 USC 143-147D), as
amended in lieu of the lights required by subsection (b) of
this section.

266
267
268
269
270 id) Nothing in this section shall be construed as permitting

or requiring, on waters within the marine boundary of the
commonwealth which have been designated by the Comman-
dant of the Coast Guard as international waters, the display
of lights other than those required by the laws of the United
States.

271
272
273
274
275
276 Ie) Every motorboat of class 1, 2 or 3 shall be provided

with an efficient whistle or other sound-producing mechanical
appliance.

277
278
279 if) Every motorboat of class 2 or 3 shall be provided with

an efficient bell.280
281 ig) Every motorboat shall carry at least one Coast Guard-

approved life preserver, or life belt, or ring buoy, or other de-
vices of the sort prescribed by the regulations of the director
for each person on board, so placed as to be readily accessible;
provided, that every motorboat carrying passengers for hire
shall carry so placed as to be readily accessible at least one
Coast Guard-approved life preserver of the sort prescribed by

282
283
284
285
286
287
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288 the regulations of the director for each person on board.
289 (h) Every motorboat shall be provided with such number
290 (as specified in this subsection), size and type of fire extin-
-291 guisher capable of promptly and effectually extinguishing
292 gasoline, as may be prescribed by the regulations of the di-
-293 rector; which fire extinguishers shall be at all times kept in
294 condition for immediate and effective use and shall be so
295 placed as to be readily accessible. Outboard motorboats less
296 than twenty-six feet in length of open construction, not carry-
-297 ing passengers for hire, are not required to carry fire extin-
-298 guishers. Fire extinguishers shall be provided as follows:

Minimum Number of B-l Hand Portable
Fire ExtinguishersRequired*

No Fixed Fire Fixed Fire
Extinguishing Extinguishing

Class of System in System in
Motorboat. Length feet. Machinery Space. Machinery Space.

A Under 16 0 0
1 16 and over, but under 26 1 0
2 26 and over, but under 40 2 1
3 40 and over 3 2

* One B-2 hand portable fire extinguisher may be substituted for two B-l
hand portable fire extinguishers.

Classification, Foam, Carbon Dioxide, Dry Chemical,
Type-size. Gallons. Pounds. Pounds.

B-l 1% 4 4
B-2 2% 15 12

299 The provisions of subsection (e), (/) and (h) shall not apply
300 to motorboats propelled by outboard motors while competing
301 in any race approved by the director, or while engaged in such
302 navigation as is incidental to the tuning up of boats and en-
-303 gines for such race.
304 (;/) Every motorboat shall have the carburetor or car-
-305 buretors of every engine therein, except outboard motors,
306 using gasoline as fuel, equipped with such efficient flame

FIRE EXTINGUISHER CLASSIFICATION
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307 arrester, backfire trap, or other similar device as may be pre-
308 scribed by the regulations of the director.
309 (7c) Every motorboat subject to the provisions of subsection
310 (j), except open boats, using as fuel any liquid of a volatile
311 nature, shall be provided with such means as may be pre-
312 scribed by the regulations of the director for properly and effi-
313 ciently ventilating the bilges of the engine and fuel tank com-
314 partments so as to remove any explosive or inflammable gases.
315 (Z) No person shall operate or suffer or permit the operation
316 of any motorboat which is not equipped as required by this
317 section or modificationthereof.
318 Section 6. The exhaust of every internal combustion engine
319 on any motorboat shall be effectively muffled by a muffler or
320 underwater exhaust of a type or types approved by and used
321 in conformity with the rules and regulations of the director.
322 The use of cutouts is prohibited, except for motorboats com-
323 peting in a race previously approved by the director, and for
324 such motorboats while on trial runs during a period not to
325 exceed forty-eight hours immediately preceding such race,
326 and for such motorboats propelled by outboard motors while
327 competing in official trials for speed records during a period
328 not to exceed forty-eight hours immediately following such
329 race.
330 Section 7. Neither the owner of a boat livery, nor his agent
331 or employee shall permit any motorboat or any vessel per-
332 mitted by him to be operated as a motorboat to depart from
333 his premises unless it shall have been provided, either by the
334 owner or renter, with the equipment required pursuant to sec-
335 tion five of this chapter or pursuant to any rule or regulation
336 of the director.
337 Section 8. (a) No person shall operate any motorboat on
338 the waters of the commonwealth while he is under the in-
-339 fluence of intoxicating liquor, narcotic drug, barbiturate or|;
340 marijuana.
341 (b) No person shall operate any motorboat on the waters of
342 the commonwealth or manipulate any water skis, surfboard or
343 similar device thereon in a negligent manner so that the lives
344 or safety of the public might be endangered.
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345 (c) No person shall operate any motorboat on the waters of
346 the commonwealth towing a person or persons on water skis, a
347 surfboard or other similar device, unless there is in such
348 motorboat a person in addition to the operator in a position to
349 observe the person or persons being towed, and unless such
350 motorboat is equipped with a ladder, steps or similar means
351 by which any person being towed can be taken from the water.
352 id) The provisions of subsections (c) and id) shall not
353 apply to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition
354 which has previously been approved by the director.
355 Section 9. (a) The operator of any motorboat involved in
356 a collision, accident or other casualty shall, so far as he is able
357 without serious danger to his own or other vessels or to any
358 persons, render to other persons affected by the boating acci-
359 dent such assistance as may be practicable and as may be nec-
360 essary in order to save them from any danger caused by the
361 boating accident. Such operator shall also give his name, ad-
362 dress and identification of his vessel to any person injured
363 and to the owner of any property damaged in the boating
364 accident.
365 ib) The operator of any motorboat involved in a boating
366 accident, shall file with the division a full description of such
367 boating accident, including such information as the director
368 may by regulation require. Such report shall conform to the
369 requirements of a boating accident report under the laws of
370 the United States. Whenever death results from a boating
371 accident, a written report shall be submitted within forty-eight
372 hours. For every other boating accident a written report shall
373 be submitted within five days.
374 (c) Except as provided in subsection id), individual boating
375 accident reports shall not be public records, and shall not be
376 admissible in evidence in a court of law other than in a pro-
-377 ceeding petitioning for a review of a decision of the director.
378 id) Boating accident reports may be made available for ad-
-379 ditional statistical studies subject to the regulations of the
380 director; provided, that information from individual reports
381 shall not be disclosed.
382 Section 10. In accordance with any request duly made by
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383 an authorized official or agency of the United States, any in-
384 formation compiled or otherwise available to the division
385 whether the same be a matter of public record or information
386 specified by this chapter as not to be released or made public
387 shall be transmitted to said officials or agency of the United
388 States.
389 Section 11. The director shall administer and enforce the
390 provisions of this chapter, and, for such purposes, is authorized
391 to make rules and regulations not contrary to the laws of the
392 commonwealth or of the United States. He shall (1) submit
393 to the secretary for his approval a numbering system for
394 motorboats, and (2) require that all applications for number,
395 certificates of number, and reports of boating accidents con-
396 tain the same information as that contained in similar docu-
397 ments of theCoast Guard.
398 He may
399 (a) Exempt any vessel or class of vessels from the number-
400 ing provisions of this chapter if such vessel or class of vessels
401 has been made exempt from the numbering provisions of the
402 Federal Boating Act of 1958 by the secretary.
403 (b) Issue safety certificates in such form and under such
404 terms and conditions as he may designate and may require
405 that any person, before operating on the waters of the corn-
406 monwealth, any motorboat or other vessel subject to the pro-
407 visions of this chapter or of any rule or regulation made under
408 authority hereof, shall hold such a valid safety certificate.
409 (c) Prescribe the type of life preservers, life belts, ring
410 buoys or other similar devices to be carried on board motor-
411 boats.
412 (d) Prescribe the make and type of fire extinguishers to be
413 carried on board motorboats.
414 (e) Prescribe the make and type of flame arresters, backfire
415 traps or similar devices to be used on motorboats with inboard
416 engines and using gasoline as fuel.
417 (/) Prescribe devices to be used for the proper and efficient
418 ventilation of the bilge of engine and fuel tank compartments
419 of motorboats using liquid of a volatile nature for fuel.
420 (p) Approve the conduct of motorboat races, including the
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times, places and any other circumstances of such races, and
may require the establishment of safety precautions in con-
nection therewith.

421
422
423

(h) Permit the use of cutouts on motorboats and operated
in accordance with the provisions of section six.

424
425

(i) Approve professional exhibitions of waterskiing, surf-
boarding or similar activity, and therefore may suspend the
provisions of section eight (c) and (d).

426
427
428

(j) Establish speed limits for motorboats on any of the
rivers, harbors, lakes or ponds located within the common-
wealth or any political subdivision thereof.

429
430
431

(fc) Make the provisions of this chapter and rules and regu-
lations made under authority thereof and such other rules and
regulations as he may deem in the interest of the public safety
applicable to any vessel not otherwise subject to the provisions
of this act when operated or maintained on any waters lying
wholly within the land boundaries of the commonwealth,
except ponds less than ten acres in area and owned by one
person.

432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440 (Z) Inquire into the causes of boating accidents and, for such

purpose, he may require the attendance of witnesses and the
production of books and documents, and may examine wit-
nesses on oath; and such witnesses shall be paid the same fees
as in civil actions in the courts.

441
442
443
444
445 (m) Suspend or revoke and cancel and require the surrender

of any certificate of number issued by him if, in his opinion,
after a hearing, after due notice, by him or by some person
designated by him, the holder thereof is guilty of violating any
provision of this chapter or of any rule or regulation made
under authority hereof. Pending such hearing and any appeal
from a decision hereunder, said certificate of number shall be
suspended.

446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453 (n) Approve or disapprove any ordinance or by-law of any

city or town which regulates the operation of such vessels and
such activities as are subject to the provisions of this chapter
or of any rule or regulations made under authority hereof, on
such waters of the commonwealth as lie within such city or
town.

454
455
456
457
458
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459 (o) Prescribe the manner in which and the contents of any
460 reports required to be filed under the provisions of section
461 seventeen.
462 Section 12. The provisions of this chapter and of all rules
463 and regulations made under authority thereof shall be enforced
464 by the director or his authorized agents, by harbor masters
465 and assistant harbor masters and by police officers specifically
466 assigned to harbor police, harbor patrol, river, lake or stream
467 patrol and harbor master duties. For the purpose of such
468 enforcement such officers may board any motorboat and may
469 conduct an inspection thereof, including an examination of
470 the certificate of number, and may require the operator of
471 such motorboat to give his true and correct name and address.
472 Whoever, while operating or in charge of any motorboat on
473 the waters of the commonwealth, refuses to stop such motor-
474 boat after having been requested or signaled so to do by any
475 such officer, or whoever attempts to prevent such officer from
476 boarding such motorboat for the purpose of inspecting, or who
477 refuses to give his true and correct name and address or re-
478 fuses to display the certificate of number of such boat and
479 surrender it to such officer for examination, or whoever at-
480 tempts to prevent such officer from making an inspection of
481 such boat, shall be punished as provided in section fourteen.
482 Section 13. All officers' empowered to enforce this chapter
483 may arrest without a warrant any person found violating any
484 provision of this chapter or of any rule or regulation made
485 under authority hereof.
486 Section 11\. (a) Whoever violates any provision of section
487 two, three, four or six or of any rule or regulation pertaining
488 thereto shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty
489 dollars, except as hereinafter provided. Any person against
490 whom a complaint has been issued for a violation of section
491 two or of any rule or regulation pertaining thereto may, if it |
492 is the first offense committed by such person in violation of
493 the provisions of this chapter or of any rule or regulation made
494 under authority hereof, appear in person or through an attor-
-495 ney or agent duly authorized in writing, before the clerk of
496 the court having jurisdiction of the offense, and confess the
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497 offense charged. Payment by such a person to such clerk of
498 a fine of ten dollars and costs shall operate as a final disposi-
499 tion of the case. Proceedings so disposed of by such clerk
500 shall not be deemed criminal and no person who appears be-
501 fore a clerk of court as provided herein shall be required to
502 report to any probation officer and no record of the case shall
503 be entered in the probation records. Such clerk shall, within
504 three days of such payment, forward to the director a certified
505 copy of such proceedings. For the purpose of counting viola-
506 tions such disposition shall operate as if a finding of guilty had
507 been made in court.
508 (t>) Whoever violates any provision of sections five, seven or
509 twelve or of any rule or regulation pertaining thereto, shall be
510 punished by a fine of not less than ten or more than fifty
511 dollars.
512 (c) Whoever violates any provision of section eight or of
513 any rule or regulation pertaining thereto shall be punished by
514 a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and by imprison-
515 ment for not more than six months or both. If such violation
516 results in the death of any person a fine of not more than one
517 thousand dollars and imprisonment for not more than one
518 year.
519 Section 15. (a) The provisions of this chapter shall govern
520 the numbering, operation, equipment and all other matters re-
521 lating thereto of any vessel subject to the provisions of this
522 chapter or of any rule or regulation made under authority
523 hereof, whenever any such vessel shall be operated or main-
524 tained on the waters of the commonwealth, or whenever any
525 activity regulated by said chapter or said rules and regula-
526 tions shall takeplace thereon.
527 (b) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting
528 any city or town from regulating, by ordinance or by-law, not
529 contrary to the provisions of this chapter or of any rule or
530 regulation made under authority hereof, other than number-
-531 ing, of such vessels on such waters of the commonwealth as lie
532 within the city or town, or such activities which take place
533 thereon. Such cities and towns may, by joint action, provide




