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SENATE No. 579

Senate, March 24, 1960.

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the Re-
port of the Department of Public Utilities (under Chapter 39 of
the Resolves of 1959) relative to the establishment of a State-wide
safety code covering the installation of gas facilities within build-
ings (Senate, No. 490), report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No.
579).

For the committee,

MARY L. FONSECA.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act establishing a board to adopt rules and regulations

RELATIVE TO THE INSTALLATION, REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF
GAS FACILITIES IN BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 127, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the following section:— Section 128.

There shall be a board consisting of the chairman of the pub-
lic utilities commission or an employee of the department

6 designated by him, the commissioner of public safety or an
7 employee of the department of public safety designated by
8 him, and the commissioner of public health or an employee of
9 the department of public health designated by him, which

10 shall make and promulgate rules and regulations relative to
11 the installation, repair and maintenance of gas facilities for
12 fuel gases such as natural gas, manufactured gas, liquefied
13 petroleum, gas-air or mixtures thereof, to be used within
14 buildings, except as hereinafter provided. Such regulations
15 shall be in accordance with generally accepted standards of
13 engineering practice, and shall be designed to provide reason-
-17 able uniform requirements of safety in relation to life, fire
18 and explosion. Said board may from time to time alter, amend
19 and repeal said rules and regulations.
20 Upon the making of such rules and regulations and prior to
21 their promulgation, the department shall hold a public hearing
22 thereon, notice of which shall be given by advertising in at
23 least one newspaper in each of the cities of Boston, Worcester,
24 Springfield, Fall River, Lowell and Lynn, at least ten days be-
-25 fore said hearing. If, subsequent to their being deposited with
23 the state secretary, as provided herein, the department on its
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own initiative contemplates changes in said rules and regula-
tions, or if a petition is filed by any other person for changes
therein, like notice and a hearing shall be given and held be-
fore the adoption thereof.

27
28
29
30

Such rules and regulations, and any alterations, amendments
or repeals thereof shall be deposited with the state secretary,
and the same shall become effective when so deposited.

31
32
33

No person shall install for hire any gas facility within a
building subject to this section without first or within five days
after completing the work giving notice to the proper author-
ity as defined in said rules and regulations.

34
35
36
37
38 Upon the filing with the state secretary of the rules and

regulations referred to in this section, all by laws and ordi-
nances of cities and towns relating to the installation, repair
and maintenance of gas facilities within buildings shall be an-
nulled.

39
40
41
42
43 Any person failing to give the notice as required by this sec-

tion shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty-five dol-
lars, with the exception of the city of Boston.

44
45
46 Nothing in this section shall be construed to amend, revoke

or repeal the penalty provisions or the appellate procedure
contained in chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts
of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, as amended, known as
the building code of the city of Boston.

47
48
49
50

1 Section 2. Section 116 of chapter 479 of the acts of 1938,
/ O C O m Vo T Ti i Itov V'v’cr c4r»il7-inrr rviif r-»or»o_2 as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out para-

-3 graph (i) and inserting in place thereof the following para-
-4 graph:—
5 (i) The commissioner and the health commissioner shall
6 from time to time, as either deems proper, inspect the gas fix-
-7 hires and appliances in any building, and they, or either of
8 them, shall determine if the same, or the installation thereof,
9 has been performed in accordance with the rules and regula-

-10 tions promulgated by the board established by section one
11 hundred and twenty-eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-
-12 four of the General Laws and the owner of such building shall
13 comply therewith. The materials used and the manner or
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14 method pursuant to which work is performed in gas fitting
15 shall be subject to the regulations promulgated by said board.

1 Section 3. As soon as possible after the effective date of
2 this act, the board established by section one hundred and
3 twenty-eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the
4 General Laws, inserted by section one of this act, shall hold
5 a public hearing, as provided in said section one hundred and
6 twenty-eight, on the question of adopting as rules and regula-
-7 tions the regulations and standards contained in the safety
8 code covering the installation of gas facilities in buildings,
9 which code is printed as Appendix A in senate document

10 numbered 490 of the year nineteen hundred and sixty, being
11 a special report of the department of public utilities.


