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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

On Tuesday, May 10, 1960, the Senate adopted an order calling
for a joint session of the two houses conformably to the provisions
of Article XLVIII (as amended by Article LXXXI) of the amend-
ments to the constitution for the purpose of considering certain
proposals for legislative amendments to the constitution.

Today, Wednesday, May 11, 1960, a motion to reconsider this
order was defeated by the Senate shortly before 2:00 p.m.

The House of Representatives adjourned at 3:37 p.m. today
without having received the order from the Senate calling for the
joint session. Neither had any order been received establishing
a time for holding the joint session of the two branches as required
by the constitution.

The constitution provides that if in case of a proposal for
amendment introduced into the general court by a member of
either house, consideration thereof in joint session is called for
by vote of either house, such proposal shall, not later than the
second Wednesday in May, be laid before a joint session of the
two houses, at which the president of the senate shall preside;
and if the two houses fail to agree upon a time for holding any
joint session hereby required, or fail to continue the same from
time to time until final action has been taken upon all amend-
ments pending, the governor shall call such joint session or con-
tinuance thereof.

There is a considerable difference of opinion among the parlia-
mentarians and counsel of both branches whether or not the proper
procedural steps pursuant to the constitutional provisions were
taken by either or both branches for the calling of a joint session
or the effect of the failure to agree on a time for a joint session
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prior to the second Wednesday in May, the deadline established
by the constitution.

I wish to point out that there are a number of other important
proposed constitutional changes not contained in the order adopted
by the Senate and wish to re-affirm my strong belief that the
need remains for the calling of a popular constitutional conven-
tion.

Under the circumstances and in view of the conflicting opinions,
there is no action that can be taken by me except to call for a
joint session to be held in the future to consider the various pro-
posals for amendments to the constitution as listed in the Senate
order. There has not been sufficient time to analyze these pro-
posals and I, therefore, cannot say that I favor the adoption of
any of them.

Therefore, pursuant to the provisions of Article XLVIII of the
Articles of Amendment in the constitution, as amended by Article
LXXXI of the amendments I hereby call a joint session of the
General Court to be held on Thursday, May 19, 1960 at 3:00 p.m.
for the purpose of considering all the proposals for legislative
amendments to the constitution as listed in the Senate order
adopted today, which proposals are specifically incorporated herein
by reference.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO
nor of the Commonwealth


