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Senate, October 19, 1960.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill relative to census and instruction of emotionally
disturbed children (House, No. 3298), report recommending
that the same ought to pass, with an amendment substituting a
new draft entitled “An Act providing for the instruction and train-
ing of certain emotionally disturbed children, and reimbursing
cities and towns and school districts for expenses incurred in con-
nection therewith” (Senate, No. 749).

For the committee,

RALPH C. MAHAR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act providing for the instruction and training of certain
EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED CHILDREN, AND REIMBURSING CITIES AND
TOWNS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN CON-
NECTION THEREWITH.

1 Section 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 46G the following sec-
3 tion:—-
4 Section J/6H. The school committee of every town or dis-
-5 trict committee of every regional school district shall ascer-
-6 tain, under regulations prescribed jointly by the department
7 and the department of mental health, the number of children
8 of school age resident therein who are emotionally disturbed.
9 In any town or regional school district where there is a child

10 of school age resident therein who is so emotionally disturbed
11 as to make attendance at a public school not feasible, and who
12 is not otherwise provided for, the school committee shall em-
-13 ploy a teacher or teachers, on full or part time, who shall, with
14 the approval in each case of the departments of education and
15 mental health, offer instruction to each such child in his home
16 or at such place and under such conditions as the committee
17 may arrange, and may purchase, lease and maintain special
18 audio-equipment approved by the department for the instruc-
-19 tion of such emotionally disturbed children.
20 The department may, upon the request of the parents or
21 guardians and with the approval of the governor, send such
22 emotionally disturbed children as it considers proper subjects
23 for education to any school, hospital, sanatorium or like insti-
-24 tution, within or without the commonwealth, affording reme-
-25 dial treatment for emotionally disturbed children for terms

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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26 not exceeding twelve years, under regulations prescribed by
27 the departments of education and mental health. The depart-
-28 ment may, upon like request and with like approval, continue
29 for longer terms the education of any children therein who
30 are meritorious pupils and are so recommended by the prin-
-31 cipal or other chief administrative officer of such school, hos-
-32 pital, sanatorium or like institution.
33 The expenses of the instruction and support of such children
34 therein, actually rendered or furnished, including their neces-
-35 sary traveling expenses, whether daily or otherwise, but not
36 exceeding ordinary and reasonable compensation therefor,
37 shall be paid by the commonwealth; but the parents or guard-
-38 ians of such children, who are able wholly or in part to provide
39 for their support and care, to the extent of their ability may
40 be required by the department to reimburse the commonwealth
41 therefor.
42 In every town, regional school district or school superintend-
-43 ency union where there are five or more emotionally disturbed
44 children unable to attend regular classes but who are able to
45 attend classes for emotionally disturbed children, such children
46 may be given such special training as approved by the depart-
-47 ment.
48 In any town, regional school district or superintendency
49 union where there is a child of school age resident therein able
50 to attend school, but who is emotionally disturbed to such an
51 extent as to prevent normal educational growth and develop-
-52 ment, such child may be given that type of training recom-
-53 mended by the state department of education and mental
54 health.
55 If a town furnishing instruction under this section to a child
56 enrolled in a school, hospital, sanatorium or similar institution
57 located therein is not the legal residence of the parent or
58 guardian of such child, the town where the parent or guardian
59 has a legal residence shall pay tuition to the town furnishing
60 such instruction.
61 On or before the fifteen day of July in each year the tov/n
62 furnishing such instruction shall submit to the department an
63 itemized statement of the following items of actual cost of in-
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64 struction to children confined in hospitals, sanatoriums, and
therein for the preceding school65 similar institutions located

66 year; teachers, textbooks, s
67 department shall determine
68 and shall, on or before the
69 either notify said town that

applies and general control. The
the reasonableness of such cost,
first day of September following,
the cost is approved or shall send

70 the town its own determination of reasonable cost. Such costs
71 as approved or determined shall be divided by the pupil days
72 of instruction given, and the result shall constitute the daily
73 tuition for each pupil to be paid by the town where the parent
74 or guardian has a legal residence to the town furnishing such
75 instruction.

1 Section 2. Section 298 of chapter 69 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 627 of the acts
3 of 1960, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3,
4 the words “or forty-six A” and inserting in place there the
5 words: —■ , forty-six A or forty-six H.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-nine Bof chapter sixty-nine of
2 the General Laws, as amended by section two of this act, and
3 so much of section forty-six H of chapter seventy-one of the
4 General Laws, inserted by section one of this act, as provides

for the training, instruction and support of emotionally dis-
6 turbed children and the acquisition of special audio-equipment
7 for the instruction of such children, shall take effect on Janu-
-8 ary first, nineteen hundred and sixty-two; but so much of
9 said section forty-six H of said chapter seventy-one as au-

10 thorizes the departments of education and mental health to
11 prescribe regulations relative to emotionally disturbed chil-
-12 dren, to such children whose attendance at public schools is
13 not feasible, to the census in cities and towns of emotionally
14 disturbed children of school age, and to the methods and
15 places of instructing, training and supporting such children,
16 shall take effect conformably to the provisions of law.


