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By Mr. Cramer, petition of Robert P. Cramer and Philip A. Graham for
legislation to limit the amount allowable for meals of committee members
while traveling and making certain other changes in the law relative to such
travel. Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act limiting the amount allowable for meals of commit-
tee MEMBERS WHILE TRAVELING AND MAKING CERTAIN OTHER

CHANGES IN THE LAW RELATIVE TO SUCH TRAVEL.

1 Section 1. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 32A, inserted by section 1

of chapter 808 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in place there-
4 of the following section; — Section 32A. No special commis-
-5 sion, no special or standing committee of the general court or
6 of either branch thereof, and no sub-committee of any such
7 commission or committee shall travel either within or with-
-8 out the commonwealth except by a vote of a majority of the
9 total membership of such commission or committee, nor until

10 the written approval of the presiding officers of both branches
11 of the general court or of the presiding officer of the appro-
-12 priate branch has been received. Such written approval shall
13 specify the purpose of the trip, the places to be visited, the
14 time within which such travel is to be completed, the maxi-
-15 mum amount of money which may be expended and the names
16 of all members or other persons authorized to travel. The
17 comptroller shall not advance any money or reimburse any
18 person for such travel unless such approval has been filed with
19 him before such travel commences.
20 Whenever anv such commission, committee or sub-commit-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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21 tee travels, the sergeant-at-arms shall make all necessary pro?
22 visions for its transportation and hotel accommodations, and
23 shall advance to each individual member thereof and to each
24 general court officer, secretary, consultant or technical as-
-25 sistant thereof so traveling, a sum sufficient to cover such es-
-26 timated expense as they may incur other than for such trans-
-27 portation and hotel accommodations.
28 Each member of such a commission, committee or sub-
-29 committee and every other person duly authorized to travel
30 with said committee shall forthwith, upon his return, file with
31 the sergeant-at-arms a certificate containing an itemized ac-
-32 count of all expenditures so incurred by him approved by the
33 signature of the chairman of such commission or committee
34 and of the presiding officers or officer as the case may be. Such
35 accounts shall thereupon be transmitted forthwith to the
36 comptroller.
37 If within ten days after the completion date given in the
38 written request for travel, the comptroller receives no account
39 of the expenditures incurred while so traveling, he shall forth-
-40 with notify in writing the presiding officer or officers whose
41 signature or signatures are affixed to the written approval.
42 It shall be the responsibility of the presiding officers or officer
43 to see to it that the required accounting is filed with the comp-
-44 troiler forthwith.
45 At the close of each fiscal year, the comptroller shall include
46 in his annual report a separate schedule listing each cash ad-
-47 vance made to a recess commission or legislative committee
4S during the year, together with a summary showing for each
49 trip the places visited, the time spent in traveling and at each
50 place visited, the names of those who traveled, and the amount
51 spent for transportation, hotels, meals and sundry expenses.
52 Expenses of members of special commisions, standing or
53 special committees of the general court or of either branch
54 thereof whether or not sitting in recess, sub-committees there-
-55 of, and of every other person duly authorized to travel with
56 such commissions, committees, or sub-committees, while
57 travelling shall not exceed, for meals, not to exceed three
58 meals a day, the following amount per person, including tips;
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Breakfast, two dollars, lunch (midday meal), three dollars,
supper (evening meal), five dollars. The maximums for lunch
and supper may be reversed when both of said meals are
taken on the same day. Where the charge for hotel accommo-
dations include meals, or where the price of air or steamship
passage includes meals, such meals shall not be reimbursable.
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