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By Mr. John E. Harrington, Jr., a petition of Robert E. Gilmore, John E.
Harrington, Jr., and James J. Long for legislation providing for the appoint-
ment, duties, salaries and authority of city and town dog officers. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act providing for the appointment, duties, salaries, and

AUTHORITY OF CITY AND TOWN DOG OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 151 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section: — Section 151. The mayor or
4 city manager of each city, shall designate on May first at
5 least one, but not more than two, dog officers who shall hold
6 office for a period of five years. The selectmen of each town
7 shall annually on May first, designate at least one, but not
8 more than two, dog officers who shall hold office for a period
9 of one year, or until their successors are qualified. The mayor,

10 city manager or selectmen shall forthwith submit to the
11 county commissioner the names and addresses of such officers.
12 Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, if any city or town
13 shall fail to make such appointment the county commissioners
14 shall on June first thereafter appoint a dog officer for such city
15 or town.
16 Dog officers shall receive from the treasuries of their re-
-17 spective cities or towns two dollars for each dog killed as pro-
-18 vided in section one hundred and fifty-one A. In the event
19 that a dog officer of any city or town is not available, any per-
-20 son being a resident of the commonwealth may take his dog
21 to any city dog officer for the purpose of having it killed who
22 shall be paid two dollars from the owner’s respective city or

No. 527SENATE

®lf* (£ommmuuraltl| at fHasaarlfuartta



[Mar.SENATE —No. 527.2

23 town treasury. Any dog officer may kill any other animal at
24 the request of its owner, but he shall receive no compensation
25 therefor.
26 Each dog officer before disposing of any dog in his posses-
-27 sion, except if moribund either from injury or disease, shall
28 check its description against the descriptions issued on the
29 dogs licensed within his city or town. Bills for such services
30 shall be approved by the mayor or city manager of the city or
31 the selectmen of the town in which said dogs are kept or killed,
32 and in the county of Suffolk, shall be paid out of the dog fund.
33 Cities and towns in counties other than Suffolk shall be reim-
-34 bursed by the treasurer of their respective counties from the
35 dog fund.
36 Each dog officer appointed under this section shall also
37 attend to all complaints, or other matters pertaining to dogs,
38 in their respective cities or towns, in addition to the duties im-
-39 posed upon him by his warrant and shall be paid for such serv-
-40 ices by the city or town treasurer upon bills approved by the
41 mayor, city manager or selectmen. Each dog officer, five days
42 after receiving his warrant, shall advertise in a newspaper or
43 in two public places, that all dogs unlicensed in the possession
44 of its owner or keeper shall be subject to an assessment of not
45 more than one dollar, and the dog officer shall collect the fee
46 for the license plus the assessment. He shall also take all in-
-47 formation needed by the city or town clerk, and turn all money
48 collected over to the city or town clerk except the one dollar
49 assessment which shall be the dog officer’s payment for his re-
-50 ceipt books, stationery, and mileage.
51 Dog officers so appointed shall have in their respective cities
52 and towns the same power and authority as constables, and of
53 police officers except service of civil process, appointed under
54 provisions of Sections 137 to 175 inclusive or any other chap-
-55 ter dealing with animals.
56 Dog officers of each city and town, except in the county of
57 Suffolk, shall receive a salary, and it shall be paid monthly,
58 out of the dog fund of their respective counties, by the county
59 treasurers.
60 The salaries shall be based for each city or town, except in
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61 the cities of Cambridge, Haverhill, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn,
62 Pittsfield, Springfield, and Worcester, upon the licenses sold
63 the previous year at the rate of .75 cents each. In said cities
64 of Cambridge, Haverhill, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn, Pittsfield,
65 Springfield, and Worcester, the salary shall be not less than
66 thirty-five hundred dollars nor more than fifty-two hundred
67 dollars, as determined, except in Middlesex county, by the
68 mayor or city manager, of each city, and in Middlesex county

■0 69 as determined by the county treasurer.
70 The mayor or city manager of any city or the selectmen of
71 any town, being unable to find a person to appoint as dog offi-
-72 cer, as hereinbefore provided, may enter into a contract with
73 a domestic charitable corporation incorporated exclusively for
74 the purpose of protecting animals from cruelty, neglect, or
75 abuse, to perform the duties required of the dog officers which
76 contract shall, except in the county of Suffolk, be subject to
77 the approval of the county commissioners. In any such case,
78 the payments to such corporation under the terms of such con-
-79 tract shall be in full for all services rendered by it in such ca-
-80 pacity. Whenever in the opinion of the county commissioner
81 the co-operation of the local dog officer with a county dog offi-
-82 cer is necessary for the proper enforcement of sections one
83 hundred and thirty-seven to one hundred and seventy-five, in-
-84 elusive, they may request such co-operation.

1 Section 2. Any veteran of any war or conflict of the United
2 States who for a period of ninety consecutive days prior to the
3 effective date of this act held the position of dog officer by ap-
-4 pointment under the provisions of section one hundred and
5 fifty-one of chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws
6 as in effect immediately prior to said effective date shall be
7 deemed to be permanently appointed thereto under the civil

| 8 service laws and rules without being required to take any ex-
9 amination therefor and he shall not be removed or suspended

10 therefrom except in accordance with said laws and rules.




