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Executive Department

State House, Boston, March 22, 1961.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The present and future quality of medical education and practice
in the Commonwealth is of vital interest to each one of us. It is
essential to the health and welfare of Massachusetts’ citizens that
our educational facilities are adequate to provide proper training
for those ambitious young men and women who seek to dedicate
their lives to the medical profession.

There can be no question as to the high calibre of medical edu-
cation presently available in the Commonwealth. We are extremely
fortunate to have in Massachusetts three of the world’s great medi-
cal schools.

There is some question, however, as to whether or not the present
facilities of these schools are adequate to meet the immediate and
long range needs of the Commonwealth in the area of medical edu-
cation. Moreover, there exists among those who advocate the need
for additional medical facilities, a question as to the optimum loca-
tion for such facilities.

During the past several years, these questions have been the
subject of some study and considerable debate. Despite the sincere
efforts of many, however, these questions remain unresolved today.

I feel that the lack of definitive resolution or action in the field
of medical education is due, in large part, to the fact that the Com-
monwealth’s needs in this regard have never been the subject of
a sufficiently broad as well as penetrating study.

What is needed is a comprehensive analysis of the immediate
and projected iiequirements of the Commonwealth in the field of
medical education. Such a study should consider not only the
present demand of medical school facilities, but should determine,
as accurately as possible, what this demand will be in 1971 and
1981. Population must be considered with respect to projected
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expansion as well as geographic distribution. Medical school ap-
plications must be analyzed with respect to the present and pro-
jected ratio of candidates to available space.

The sufficiency of the number of practicing physicians must be
considered, both as to present demands and as to what the demand
will be in 1981. Pertinent to such analysis would be investigation
as to where our Massachusetts physicians are being trained pres-
ently where physicians trained here in the Commonwealth estab-
lish their practice have we done enough to attract other physi-
cians to areas in Massachusetts which may need additional doctors.

Assuming that such a study establishes the need for more doctors
and additional medical school facilities, we must then determine
whether or not this demand is best met by the expansion of existing
medical schools or the creation of a state medical school. The
expansion plans of the existing medical schools must, of course, be
studied closely.

In considering the establishment of a state medical school, the
fiscal realities of such a project must be considered carefully.
Faculty would be an important fiscal problem. I am advised that
there is, at present, a tremendous shortage of qualified medical
instructors in the country. Any comprehensive study must de-
termine, as accurately as possible, just what it will cost to attract
the best available teaching talent to the faculty of any proposed
state medical school. Along this line, careful consideration must
be given to the question of whether or not a graduate medical
school should be included in any state program. We must bear in
mind that good faculty men want the best in research facilities as
well as the stimulus of interested graduate students.

Among the other fiscal realities which must be considered are:
1) operating costs, 2) tuition, 3) scholarship and other grants-in-
aid, 4) availability of hospital facilities, and 5) the medical school
plant itself.

The topics of inquiry to which I hewe alluded are merely illus-
trative of the magnitude of the subject. These and all related ques-
tions should be resolved before the Commonwealth embarks on any
program of medical education. What is more, it is essential to the
health and welfare of Massachusetts’ citizens that these questions
be resolved at the earliest possible date.
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I, therefore, propose that a special unpaid commission be estab-
lished to study the question of medical education in Massachusetts.
The commission’s purpose would be to evaluate both the immediate
and long range needs of the Commonwealth, with respect to medi-
cal education, and to make recommendations, the enactment of
which would assure our citizens the very best in medical care.

The commission would be composed of three members of the
General Court, to be selected by the President of the Senate and
.the Speaker of the House, as well as four persons to be selected by
the Governor. The commission should be granted a budget suffi-
cient to provide it with adequate staff facilities, as well as access
to the most capable professional advisors. It is my feeling that
this study should be commenced at the earliest possible date and
that the commission’s report and recommendations should be avail-
able to the General Court not later than December six of this year.

I am submitting for your consideration a resolve which em-
bodies this program. I respectfully urge that you grant it your
approval.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE.
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One,

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE IMMEDIATE AND LONG RANGE NEEDS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH WITH RESPECT TO MEDICAL EDUCATION.

1 Resolved, that an unpaid special commission to consist of
2 one member of the senate, to be designated by the president
3 thereof, two members of the house, to be designated by the
4 speaker thereof and four persons to be appointed by the Gov-
-5 ernor is hereby established for the purpose of making a
6 thorough and exhaustive investigation and study relating to
7 the immediate and long range needs of the commonwealth with
8 respect to medical education.
9 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state

10 house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may require by sum-
-11 mons the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro-
-12 duction of books and papers, may travel within and without
13 the commonwealth, and may expend for legal, clerical and
14 other assistance and for expenses such sums as may be appro-
-15 priated therefor. Said commission shall report to the general
16 court the results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
-17 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
-18 sary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the
19 same with the clerk of the senate not later than the first
20 Wednesday of December in the current year.

uitjr CEommomucaltlf of fHuHaarljußrtts


