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April 6, 1961St

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represc

In recommending that you pass the accompanying bill making
further provision for the World Parachuting meeting to be held
at Orange in August, 1962, I am taking an essential step in a pro-
gram which began in August 1960 with the passage of Chapter
527, creating the Massachusetts Parachuting Commission.

In September, 1960, President Eisenhower signed public law
No. 86-796 officially inviting the 1962 World Championship to
Orange, Massachusetts on behalf of the United States. When the
chairman of the Massachusetts Commission, Mr. Jacques Istel,
parachuted on target in front of the State House, March 21, 1961,
he bore and presented to me, as Governor, the international body’s
acceptance of the invitation, which he had received in a recent
visit to European headquarters. Thus, we are now committed as
official hosts for this international event.

To prepare for this three (3) week event in which the Com-
monwealth will be host to an estimated three hundred (300) con-
testants from sixteen (16) countries, and many thousands of daily
visitors, the preliminary plans of theCommission must be expanded.

From the beginning several agencies of the federal government,
including the Department of Defense, have expressed interest in
the program, and unofficial assurances have been given of financial
assistance and of the availability of federal equipment, especially
airplanes. Congressman Conte is preparing to introduce a bill which
would guarantee a loan which the organizing committee proposes
to make.

The Commission requests the Commonwealth to guarantee an
amount to match a grant or loan from the federal government up
to a half million dollars. Such joint action would provide the Com-
mission, as is set forth in my bill, with a credit on the comptroller’s
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books of a maximum of one million dollars. It is their belief,
although we are of course lacking experience in any exactly com-
parable venture, that they would collect in fees, tickets and con-
cessions a million dollars or more during the term of the meeting.
In this case, there would be no expense to either the state or the
federal governments. If they failed to reach their goal, the expense
would be borne by both governments equally.

It is essential that, if the program is to be as successful as the
Commission believes it can be, it must be carried on rapidly and
be widely promoted. The preparation of the spectator facility, in-
cluding certain access roads, must be done before the Fall. Mem-
bers of the Commission will be available to give you details of
their plans, which I recommend you approve as of great potential
value to the Commonwealth.

Parachuting is one popular aspect of the ultra-modern science
of flight. Massachusetts is a global leader in scientific education,
skills, arts and industries. This meeting will focus fresh world
attention on the Commonwealth’s preeminence in science and tech-
nology and on our willingness to welcome new developments and
skills in this field.

The Commonwealth’s support of parachuting progress need not
terminate in August, 1962, for the landing field can become part
of a permanent international program centered in Orange.

Moreover, the meeting and center should add substantial assist-
ance to the Comonwealth’s public and private promotion of vaca-
tion and travel programs by providing a new attraction that brings
thousands of visitors to our state’s abundance of recreational fea-
tures and facilities.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE,

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-On

An Act making further provision for the sixth world para-
chuting CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING TO BE HELD IN ORANGE IN THE
YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to plan at once for the operation
3 of the Sixth World Parachuting Championship meeting, there-
-4 fore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary
5 for the immediate preservation of the public welfare and con-
-6 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The Sport Parachuting Commission, established
2 under section one of chapter five hundred and twenty-seven of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty, in order to facilitate
4 the performance of its duties, powers and obligations, is hereby
5 authorized to expend a sum not to exceed one million dollars
6 in addition to any amount heretofore appropriated for this
7 purpose, subject to the provisions of law regulating the receipt
8 and disbursement of public funds and the approval thereof;
9 provided, however, that said Commission shall negotiate an

10 agreement, either separately or jointly with the Sixth World
11 Parachuting Championship Committee, a non-profit Massa-

-12 chusetts corporation, and with any cooperating agency of the
13 federal government, as authorized by section three of said
14 chapter five hundred and twenty-seven, for a grant, reimburse-
-15 ment, guarantee or loan of not less than five hundred thou-
-16 sand dollars.

1 Section 2. To provide funds for the commonwealth’s share
2 of the expenditures authorized in section one of this act, the
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following appropriation is made from the General Fund:

Parachuting Commission, a:
and twenty-seven of the

ailable for the purpose, appro-he
December thirty-first, nineteen hundred andbation c

1500,000.t

1 Section 3. Federal funds received in accordance with
2 agreements made under provisions of section one may be spent
3 without further appropriation for the purposes authorized in
4 said section one.

1 Section 4. On or before December thirty-first, nineteen
2 hundred and sixty-two, the commission shall authorize the
3 treasurer of the commonwealth to repay any loan made or
4 guaranteed by the federal government, from revenue received
5 from the operation of the Championship meeting, up to a
6 maximum payment of five hundred thousand dollars or one-
-7 half the amount of revenue, whichever is smaller. A similar
8 amount shall be paid into the general fund. If the total of
9 expenditures exceeds the total revenue, the commission shall

10 assess one-half the resulting deficit against the sponsoring
11 federal agency, and the comptroller shall charge a like amount
12 against the general fund surplus.

1 Section 5. This act shall cease to be effective on Decem-
-2 ber thirty-first, nineteen hundred and sixty-two.


