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State House, Boston, May 22, 1961.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representath

The General Court has recognized the glaring inadequacy of
our state recreational facilities by authorizing a long term parks
expansion program aimed at meeting the public demand for out-
door recreation by the year 1977. Nearly $6O million in park land
acquisition and recreational development was planned for the first
five years. The chief goals of this program were the acquisition of
nearly 200,000 additional acres for state parks and an increase
of approximately 400% in camping, swimming, picnic and other
recreational facilities.

It is significant that a recent national report cited Massachusetts
as one of only five states in the country whose long range pro-
gram constituted, progressive, modern park planning.

Through your foresightedness, the Commonwealth has secured
some 14,000 acres of prime recreation land and has been able to
increase its capacity at state forests and parks, but there is still
much to be done.

A recent travel study by the American Automobile Association
presents a clear picture of the continuing need for national and
state parks and forests, and according to this source, visitation to
national parks more than doubled in the 12 years from 1947 to
1959, while visitation to national forests increased from 18 million
to 81 million. Visitation to state parks jumped from 92.5 million
to 255 million in the corresponding period.

This Commonwealth has experienced the same tremendous in-
crease in the use of state parks. Camping has risen nearly 60%
in the past five years, and many areas are oversubscribed and over-
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used due to their present limitations. Total visitor usage exceeded
the million mark in 1960, and the recent improvements in access
highways now bring a state park within a few hours drive of any
Massachusetts family.

From out-of-state, a third of the nation’s population can now
reach Massachusetts in a comfortable day’s journey and vacation-
travel is presently the Commonwealth’s third largest business, esti-
mated last year at just over $4OO million. The demand for out-
door space is still clearly ahead of the supply.

I therefore recommend that provision be made for an additional
$1 million in bond issue funds during the 1962 fiscal year in order
that we may continue to meet our responsibilities in this important
field. Such funds will provide for the acquisition and development
of new areas, the expansion of existing state forests and parks,
the modernization of outdated recreation facilities, and, in general,
advance the economic and social well being of us all. As in previous
years, the cost of interest and maturities on these bonds I recom-
mend be charged against the State Recreation Areas Fund.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE,

Governor.


