
SENATE No. 681

®li? Olimtmmuufaltli af Manaadjmu'ttii

Senate, May 23, 1961.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was
referred the Senate Bill to facilitate the prompt disposition of
workmen’s compensation hearings by providing certain changes
in the terms and salaries of the members of the industrial accident
board, and further establishing their duties (Senate, No. 649),
reports recommending that the same be amended by substituting
therefor a new draft entitled “An Act increasing the terms and
salaries of the members of the industrial accident board, and fur-
ther establishing the powers and duties of the chairman and other
members of said board” (Senate, No. 681), and that, when so
amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

FRANCIS X. McCANN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act increasing the terms and salaries of the members
OF THE INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD, AND FURTHER ESTABLISHING
THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN AND OTHER MEMBERS
OF SAID BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 23 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 15, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 719 of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: Section 15. The industrial
5 accident board shall consist of twelve members, at least one
6 of whom shall be a woman, at such salaries not exceeding
7 fourteen thousand dollars each, as the governor and council
8 determine, except that the chairman shall receive such salary,
9 not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, as the governor and

10 council determine.
11 Upon the expiration of the term of office of a member his
12 successor shall be appointed for a term of twelve years, by
13 the governor, with the advice and consent of the council. Any
14 member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the
15 expiration of the term of his predecessor shall be appointed
16 for the unexpired portion of said term.
17 The governor shall designate one of the members as chair-
-18 man of the board, who shall, subject to his term as a member
19 of the board, serve as chairman for a term of five years.
20 The members of the board shall devote their whole time
21 to the work of the board and shall not engage in any profes-
-22 sion, practice or business. Not more than six members of the
23 board shall be members of the same political party.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter 23 is hereby further amended
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2 by striking out section 16, as amended by chapter 703 of the
ts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the following

4 section: Section 16. The division shall be under the super-
-5 vision and control of the chairman of the board, who shall
6 be its executive and administrative head. During the tempo-
-7 rary absence or disability of the chairman, he may designate
8 a member of the board as acting chairman. During the tem-
-9 porary absence or disability of the supervisor of workmen’s

10 compensation agents, the chairman or acting chairman may
11 designate an official or employee of the division as acting
12 supervisor of workmen’s compensation agents. Said super-
-13 visor of workmen’s compensation agents or acting supervisor
14 shall, as a director under the chairman, perform the duties
15 of assisting in the prevention of personal injuries arising out
16 of and in the course of employment to public employees in
17 order to reduce the cost of such injuries to the commonwealth,
18 in co-operation with the department of administration and
19 finance and all employing units. He shall expedite payments
20 due under the law, in co-operation with the department of
21 the attorney general under sections sixty-nine A and sixty-
-22 nine B of chapter one hundred and fifty-two and with all work-
-23 men’s compensation agents of each division, department, com-
-24 mission and institution of the commonwealth. He shall per-
-25 form all of the duties required to be performed by him under
26 section sixty-nine B and seventy-five of said chapter one
27 hundred and fifty-two, and such other duties as may be as-
-28 signed to him by the chairman.
29 The chairman shall have all the powers of a member of the
30 industrial accident board, but he shall not sit as a single mem-
-31 ber at hearings under section eight of chapter one hundred
32 and fifty-two except when he deems it necessary for the effi-
-33 cient administration of the board. The chairman as the execu-
-34 five and administrative head of the division, shall, in the name
35 of the division, enforce all the provisions of chapter one hun-
-36 dred and fifty-two, and may make administrative regulations
37 and orders providing for the receipt and indexing of all notices,
38 claims and reports, for the giving of notice of hearings and
39 of decisions, for certifying of records, and for the fixing of the
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40 times and places for the hearing of claims in accordance with
41 the provisions of said chapter. The chairman shall direct and
42 supervise the activities of all members of the industrial acci-
-43 dent board, and shall establish the necessary hearing and con-
-44 ference calendars and shall assign the members of the board
45 to hearings and conferences. The chairman shall cause a list
46 to be maintained of all claims heard or conferred upon by
47 each board member and at the end of each month, shall cause
48 said list to be published forthwith and made available for
49 inspection by the public.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 23 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out sections 19 and 20, as appearing in section 1 of
3 chapter 314 of the acts of 1903, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following two sections:—
5 Section 19. There shall be in the division and under its
6 supervision and control an office of self-insurance under a
7 director, who shall have charge of said office. The chairman,
8 with the approval of the governor and council, shall appoint
9 said director and, with like approval, may remove him at any

10 time for cause. Said office shall perform such functions of the
11 division in relation to the administration and enforcement of
12 the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-two relating
13 to self-insurance as the chairman may from time to time de-
-14 termine. The chairman may employ such employees to serve
15 in said office as may be necessary.
16 Section 20. The salaries and expenses of the division shall
17 be paid by the commonwealth. The chairman may appoint
18 and remove a secretary. The division shall also be allowed
19 such sums as may annually be appropriated by the general
20 court for clerical service and traveling and other necessary
21 expenses. Its records shall be kept in its office.

1 Section 4. Section 21 of said chapter 23, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out in line 1, the word
3 “division”, and inserting in place thereof the word: chair-
-4 man.

1 Section 5. Section 22 of said chapter 23, as so appearing,
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2 is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 and 6, the word
3 division” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance,
4 the word: —chairman.

1 Section 6. Section 23 of said chapter 23, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “divi-
-3 sion” and inserting in place thereof the word: chairman.

1 Section 7. Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4, as most recently amended
3 by section 5 of said chapter 314 of the acts of 1953, and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section Ih The chairman of the division shall on or before
6 April first make an annual report to the governor and general
7 court covering the work of the division for the preceding
8 calendar year.

1 Section 8. Said chapter 152 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 8, as amended by section 6 of said
3 chapter 314 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place there-

4 of the following section:-
5 Section 8. Such member shall make such inquiries and in-
-6 vestigations as shall be deemed necessary. The hearing shall
7 be held in the town where the accident occurred or in such
8 other place as the chairman may designate, and the decision
9 of the member, together with a statement of the evidence,

10 his findings of fact, rulings of law, and other matters perti-
-11 nent to questions arising before him, shall be filed with the
12 division within forty-five days of the close of the hearing,
13 unless further extension is authorized by the chairman. The
14 evidence at the hearing shall be taken, with or without the
15 aid of electronic recording, and shall be transcribed verbatim
16 but only on the request of the member; however, if a claim
17 of review is filed and a party requests it, a verbatim transcript
18 shall be forwarded to all parties without charge. Unless a
19 claim for review is filed by either party within seven days,
20 the decision shall be enforceable under section eleven.

1 Section 9. Notwithstanding the provisions of section fif-
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teen of chapter twenty-three of the General Laws, as amended
by section one of this act, the governor shall, with the advice
and consent of the council, upon the expiration of the three
terms ending in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-one, ap-
point three members to the industrial accident board for terms
of five, seven and eight years; upon the expiration of the five
terms ending in nineteen hundred and sixty-two, five members
for terms of five, eight, nine, ten and twelve years; upon the
expiration of the term ending in nineteen hundred and sixty-
three, one member for a term of twelve years; and upon the
expiration of the two terms ending in nineteen hundred and
sixty-five, two members for terms of eleven and twelve years.
In the year nineteen hundred and sixty-four no member of
said board shall be appointed, other than to fill a vacancy.
Upon the completion of the term of any member of the board
appointed under this section, his successor shall be appointed
for the term and in the manner provided by said section fifteen
of said chapter twenty-three.
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Section 10. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
twenty-two of chapter twenty-three of the General Laws, as
amended by section five of this act, the chairman of the indus-
trial accident board shall promote forthwith two permanent
employees of the division, subject to the provisions of chapter
thirty-one of the General Laws, to the positions of assistant
directors of workmen’s compensation agents.
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