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by striking out section 35, as amended by chapter 313 of the acts of 
1958, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 35. The disclosure by the commissioner, or by any 
deputy, assistant, clerk or assessor, or other employee of the com
monwealth, or of any city or town therein, of any information what
ever contained in or set forth by any return or document filed with 
the commissioner in connection with the assessment of the tax on 
legacies and successions under this chapter, except inventories filed 
with him under section twenty-two, is prohibited except in pro
ceedings to assess or collect the tax; provided, however, that the 
commissioner may grant to the persons charged or likely to become 
charged with the payment of taxes in the case in which such return 
or document is filed, or their representatives, permission to inspect 
the same; and provided, further, that the commissioner, pursuant 
to the provisions of sections fifty and fifty-one of chapter fifty-eight, 
may disclose such information to the duly authorized tax officials 
of the United States and of territories, states and political sub
divisions thereof, or to any agent or agency of such territory, state 
or political subdivision thereof. Approved October 16,1973. 

Chap. 923. AN ACT PROVIDING FOB THE CONTINUED OPERATION 
OF THE BESSIE M. BURKE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL IN THE 
CITY OF LAWRENCE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to prevent the imminent closing of the Bessie 
M. Burke Memorial hospital in the city of Lawrence, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im
mediate preservation of the public health and welfare. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter seven hundred and 
seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-two, or any 
other contrary provision of law, the commissioner of public health 
is hereby authorized and directed to issue a certificate of need and 
a temporary hospital license to the city of Lawrence for the con
tinued operation of the Bessie M. Burke Memorial Hospital. This 
certificate of need shall not be .withheld pending the issuance of a 
certificate of safety nor shall a certificate of safety be withheld 
because a certificate of need has not been issued. Said city of 
Lawrence is hereby authorized and directed to expend such sums 
of money as were authorized by chapter five hundred and ninety-
six of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-one to remodel, 
reconstruct, enlarge, make extraordinary repairs to, re-equip and 
refurnish said Bessie M. Burke Memorial Hospital. 

(This Bill, returned by the Governor, to the House of Representor 
tives, the branch in which it originated, with his objections 
thereto, was passed by the House of Representatives, October 17, 
1973, and, in concurrence, by the Senate, October 17, 1973, the 
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objections of the Governor notwithstanding, in the manner pre
scribed by the Constitution; and thereby has "the force of a law".) 

Chap. 9 2 4 . A N A C T F U R T H E R REGULATING C E R T A I N R E T A I L I N 

S T A L L M E N T SALES AND SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH 
USE OF MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATES AND COUPONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 255D of the General Laws is 

hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Goods", as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 284 of the acts of 1966, and in
serting in place thereof the following two definitions:— 

"Gift certificate", a writing identified as a gift certificate pur
chased by a buyer for use by a person other than the buyer not 
redeemable in cash and usable in its face amount in lieu of cash 
in exchange for goods or services supplied by the seller. 

"Goods", all things movable purchased primarily for personal, 
family or household purposes, other than motor vehicles as defined 
in chapter two hundred and fifty-five B, including goods which are 
or are to become fixtures or which are to become incorporated into 
a structure and gift certificates. "Goods" does not include money 
or choses in action. 

SECTION 2. Said section 1 of said chapter 255D is hereby further 
amended by striking out the definition of "Installment buyer" or 
"buyer" and the definition of "Installment seller" or "seller", as so 
appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following three defi
nitions: — 

"Installment buyer" or "buyer", a person who buys or agrees to 
buy goods or who obtains services or agrees to have services furnished 
or rendered or who obtains merchandise certificates under a re'ail 
installment sale agreement, or revolving credit agreement, or any 
legal successor in interest to such person, notwithstanding that he 
may have entered into one or more extension, refinancing or con
solidation agreements. 

"Installment seller" or "seller", a person who sells or agrees to 
sell goods or services or both, or merchandise certificates, pursuant 
to a retail installment sale agreement, or revolving credit agreement. 

"Merchandise certificate" or "coupon", a writing issued by a 
seller, not redeemable in cash and usable in its face amount in lieu 
of cash in exchange for goods or services supplied by the seller but 
does not include a writing issued by the seller as a gift certificate. 
The issuance of a merchandise,certificate or coupon shall be deemed 
to be a transaction giving rise to indebtedness of a buyer to the 
seller of goods, services or insurance for a part or all of the pur
chase price thereof upon issuance. 

SECTION 3. Said section 1 of said chapter 255D is hereby further 
amended by striking out the definition of "Retail installment sale 
agreement", as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 341 


