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By Mr. Bisbee, petition of the Mass. Cooperative Milk Producers Federa-
tion, Inc., by Christopher B. Sykes, and another for legislation to govern the
registration of dairy farms for the sale of milk within the Commonwealth.
Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act governing the registration of dairy farms for the
SALE OF MILK WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Sections 16C, 16D, 16G and 16H of chapter 94 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended, are hereby further
3 amended by striking out said four sections and substituting
4 therefor the following new sections:
5 Section 16C. The director may issue a certificate of regis-
-6 tration for a dairy farm which, upon inspection made by him
7 within thirty days prior to the date of issuance of such cer-
-8 tificate, clearly indicates satisfactory compliance with the re-
-9 quirements as to milk standards and dairy farm inspection

10 established by the board under the authority of section 13 of
11 this chapter and of section 42 of chapter six. The certificates
12 of registration for any given registration year shall be plainly
13 distinguishable by color from those issued during immediately
14 preceding years. Each dairy farm registered by the director
15 shall receive without cost a numbered certificate of registra-

-16 tion which shall, while in effect, be posted in a conspicuous
17 place at all times on said farm. Each certificate of registra-
-18 tion shall expire on the following June thirtieth and an annual
19 application for renewal thereof shall be made to the director
20 not later than the preceding May thirty-first on forms fur-
-21 nished by the director. If a certificate of registration is lost,
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22 a duplicate copy may be obtained from the director upon writ-
-23 ten application and at a cost of fifty cents each. The director
24 may also, from time to time, renew such a certificate, provided
25 that he has made, in the case of each renewal, at least one in-
-26 spection of the dairy farm involved within one year prior
27 thereto and that he has thereby determined that continuing
28 compliance with the above cited requirements of the board is
29 being maintained. The director may accept, as a basis for the
30 issuance or renewal of certificates of registration, the inspec-
-31 tion reports of milk inspectors within the commonwealth with
32 respect to farms within or without the commonwealth which
33 have been inspected by them, provided that such reports cer-
-34 tify that such farms maintain compliance with said cited re-
35 quirements.
36 Section 16D. A certificate of registration for any dairy
37 farm may be refused, or, if issued, may be suspended or re-
-38 voked by the director for failure to maintain compliance with
39 the requirements as to milk standards and dairy farm inspec-
-40 tion established by the board under the authority of section 13
41 of this chapter and of section 42 of chapter six; provided that
42 the director may in his discretion allow the parties concerned
43 a period of not more than thirty days in which to achieve com-
-44 pliance with said requirements, such compliance to be deter-
-45 mined by reinspection; and provided further that, if compli-
-46 ance has not been achieved at the end of thirty days, the op-
-47 erator of the dairy farm involved shall be entitled to a hearing
48 before the director or a person designated by him prior to the
49 final refusal, suspension or revocation of his certificate, such
50 hearing to be held after reasonable notice specifying the day,
51 hour and place thereof and accompanied by a statement of the
52 alleged failure to comply, or the reasons for such refusal. The
53 decision of the director may be appealed to the board whose
54 decision shall be final. A certificate of registration which has
55 been suspended shall be plainly stamped: “Suspended until
56 (date).- and the operator of the dairy farm in-
57 volved may make written application to the director for rein-
-58 spection at the expiration of the period of suspension. A cer-
-59 tificate of registration which has been revoked shall be plainly
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60 stamped: “Revoked”; and the operator of the dairy farm in-
-61 volved may make written application to the director for rein-
-62 spection only after a period of one year from the date of revo-
-63 cation has elapsed. Immediate notice of suspension or revoca-
-64 tion of a certificate of registration shall be given by the direc-
-65 tor to each dealer, receiving station, or plant handling milk
66 produced on the dairy farm involved, and to the board of
67 health of each city or town where such milk is sold, offered
68 or exposed for sale. In case of emergency, directly and im-
-69 mediately threatening the public, the commissioner of public
70 health may suspend a certificate of registration, and shall no-
-71 tify the director forthwith of any such suspension. The pro-
-72 visions of this section, when pertinent, shall also apply to such
73 temporary certificates of registration as may be issued under
74 the provisions of sections 16G and 16H.
75 Section 16G. The director may issue a temporary certificate
76 of registration, plainly stamped “Temporary”, for any dairy
77 farm already registered under the provisions of section 16C,
78 pending an inspection within ninety days of the date of issue
79 and such consequent action as may be necessary relative to the
80 actual renewal of the certificate in question.
81 Section 16H. Whenever an emergency has reduced, or in the
82 opinion of the board threatens to reduce, the supply of pure,
83 fresh milk available from already registered dairy farms to a
84 point below the normal fluid requirements of the common-
-85 wealth as a whole; or whenever the total quantity of pure,
86 fresh milk available from such farms is, for a period of three
87 consecutive months, less than 115% of the quantity sold as
88 fluid milk within the commonwealth by licensed milk dealers,
89 the board shall relieve such shortage by authorizing the direc-
-90 tor to approve the temporary receipt, by any licensed milk
91 dealer applying therefor, of milk produced on unregistered
92 dairy farms in such areas as the board may deem most suit-
-93 able, provided that such milk shall not otherwise be exempted
94 from compliance with the applicable standards for fluid milk
95 established by this chapter or by the board under the au-
-96 thority of section 42 of chapter six. It shall be the responsi-
-97 bility of the board to determine the necessity for inspection
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