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following paragraph: — 
(7) Sections two and three and this section shall not apply to 

golf, tennis, bowling-on-the-green, skiing, or any activity in a gym
nasium or on any rink, court, or field, for which a charge is made 
only for the privilege of engaging therein and not for the privilege 
of being present thereat as a spectator, nor to the conduct for 
charitable purposes of amateur contests involving time trial driv
ing of automobiles, nor to beano games licensed under the provi
sions of section thirty-eight of chapter ten. 

Approved October 24, 1973. . 

Chap. 945. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF BRAINTREE TO 
ESTABLISH A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS EXER
CISING THE POWERS OF CERTAIN DEPARTMENTS AND 
TOWN OFFICIALS OF SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. There shall be established in the town of Braintree 

a department of public works, hereinafter called the department, 
which shall be under the jurisdiction of the board of selectmen. The 
department shall have all of the powers and duties now vested in or 
exercised by any of the following departments which are hereby 
abolished, to wit: highway department, water department, sewer 
department, waste disposal department, engineering department 
and the maintenance and construction functions of the park and 
recreation department. The tree and moth department, cemetery 
department and the positions of inspector of buildings, wire in
spector and the sealer of weights and measures shall not be 
abolished but shall be included within the said department. The 
department shall also have jurisdiction over the operation, main
tenance and repair of public buildings other than school buildings. 
No contracts, obligations or liabilities in force on the date when 
this act becomes fully effective shall be affected hereby, but the 
department shall in all respects be the lawful successor of the de
partments so abolished. 

SECTION 2. The board of selectmen shall appoint a director of 
public works, whose qualifications, powers and duties shall be de
termined and prescribed by said board, and who shall be responsi
ble to said board. The director shall have full authority for carrying 
out the policies of said board and over the operations of the de
partment. The director shall appoint and remove such staff as
sistants and employees as he deems necessary, subject to available 
appropriations and with the approval of said board. Such staff shall 
include a supervisor for each division of activity. The director shall 
be appointed for a term of three years, subject to removal by said 
board. Said director shall not be subject to the civil service law and 
rules. 

SECTION 3. The director shall keep a full and complete record 
of the operation of his office, shall render to said board, as often as 
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it may require, a full report of all operations under his control dur
ing the period required, and annually and from time to time as 
required by said board shall make a synopsis of such reports for 
publication and shall keep said board fully advised as to the needs 
of the town within the scope of his duties, and shall annually, not 
less than forty-five days prior to the expiration of the calendar 
year, furnish to said board a carefully prepared and detailed esti
mate in writing of the appropriations required during the next 
succeeding fiscal year for the proper exercise and performance of 
all said rights and duties. 

SECTION 4. All employees of the departments or offices set forth 
in section one, including heads of departments, shall, immediately 
upon the effective date of this act in the manner hereinafter pro
vided, be transferred to the said department of public works 
without loss of pay, without loss of rights under the civil service 
law and rules, and shall not be adversely affected by any change 
of rating, seniority, retirement or pension rights, or lose any other 
rights or privileges under any provision of law. Said employees so 
transferred shall be employed under the control of the director of 
public works in a capacity identical or similar to his capacity at 
the time of his transfer. 

SECTION 5. Upon the effective date of this act, as hereinafter 
provided, the offices of cemetery commissioners, sewer commissioners 
and water commissioners shall be abolished, and all the powers and 
duties vested by General Law, special law or by-law in said offices 
are hereby transferred to the department of public works established 
in section one. 

SECTION 6. This act shall be submitted to the voters of the 
town of Braintree for acceptance at the next annual town election 
in the form of the following question which shall be placed on the 
official ballot: "Shall an act passed by the General Court in the 
year nineteen hundred and seventy-three, entitled 'An Act autho
rizing the town of Braintree to establish a department of public 
works exercising the powers of certain departments and town 
officials of said town', be accepted?" If a majority of the votes cast 
in answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall take 
effect one hundred and twenty days after the affirmative vote to 
accept this referendum question. 

SECTION 7. If the act is rejected by the registered voters of the 
town of Braintree when submitted to said voters pursuant to the 
provisions of section six, the selectmen of said town shall submit 
the act for acceptance from time to time in like manner and with 
like effect at any annual town election in said town not later than 
that held in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-five, and if 
accepted at any such election, shall take effect one hundred and 
twenty days after the affirmative vote to accept this referendum 
question. 

SECTION 8. The town of Braintree may after the expiration of 
four years from the date of acceptance of this act vote at an annual 
meeting to revoke such acceptance and the question of revocation 
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shall be submitted to the voters in the form of the following 
question which shall be placed on the official ballot: "Shall the 
acceptance by the town of Braintree of an act passed by the 
General Court in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-three, 
entitled 'An Act authorizing the town of Braintree to establish a 
department of public works exercising the powers of certain depart
ments and town officials of said town', be revoked?" If a majority 
of the votes cast in answer to said question is in the affirmative, 
then at the next annual town election held after said vote of 
revocation, the town shall elect such officers as are necessary to 
exercise and perform the powers, rights and duties transferred to 
the department of public works by said act. Such action shall not 
affect any contract or liability then created or existing. All General 
Laws respecting town administration and town officers and any 
special laws relative to said town, the operation of which has been 
suspended or superceded by the acceptance of this act, shall then 
be in full force and effect. Any by-law inconsistent with such 
special or General Laws shall be revoked thereby. Any subsequent 
vote to revoke the acceptance of this act shall not be taken more 
often than once in three years. Approved October 24,1973. 

Chap. 946. AN ACT PROVIDING FOE THE TESTING, TREATMENT AND 
CARE OP PERSONS WHO HAVE A SUSCEPTIBILITY TO 
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA OR OTHER GENETICALLY-LINKED 
DISEASES SUCH AS TAY-SACHS DISEASE, COOLEY'S -
ANEMIA AND HEMOPHILIA. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 76 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 

after section 15A the following section: — 
Section 15B. The department of public health shall furnish 

necessary laboratory and testing facilities for a voluntary screening 
program for sickle cell anemia or for the sickle cell trait and for 
such genetically-linked diseases as may from time to time be 
determined by the commissioner of public health, such as Tay-
sachs disease, Cooley's anemia and hemophilia, which shall be 
established by each city and town. The commissioner shall promul
gate rules and regulations for the testing, treatment, care and 
counseling of all susceptible persons. The most appropriate age for 
screening and the method of screening shall be determined and 
redetermined by the commissioner in accordance with said regula
tions in the light of technical and laboratory changes. Any screening 
programs which may be established shall include provisions for a 
complete health education and post-screening counseling service 
and for such treatment of those affected by any blood abnormality 
as the commissioner by regulation may determine to be appropriate 
or practical. Records maintained as part of any screening program 
shall be confidential and shall not be accessible to anyone other 
than the commissioner of public health or his agents or to the local 


