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Executive Department

State House, Boston, April 24, 1£

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represen

The historic heritage of Massachusetts is precious not merely
to the Commonwealth but to the whole nation. Often visitors from
other states are heard to say that they came to Massachusetts be-
cause “It all started here.” Therefore it is doubly important that
the Commonwealth use all prudent efforts to protect that heritage,
as a patriotic duty.

But our historical assets are not merely part of the heritage of
the nation, they are also an economic asset to the Commonwealth.
Questionnaires showed that both in 1949 and again in 1957, 80
percent of the visitors to the Commonwealth came because of our
historic sites. In 1949 the vacation industry was the sixth in im-
portance in the Commonwealth, and contributed $250,000,000 to
our economy. As of 1962 the vacation industry ranked third
in importance, with a conservatively estimated revenue of
$444,000,000.

These two reasons, patriotic duty and the fostering of our third
largest industry, 80 percent of which is due to our historic heri-
tage, make clear that the Commonwealth should take an active
part in protecting and publicizing that heritage.

The preservation of our historical assets has been a major in-
terest to this as well as the past administration. Whereas my
predecessor appointed a special study commission to recommend
programs for the proper safeguard of our historic sites, I have
permitted the commission to continue its investigation and have
received its findings and recommendations. After examining this
report, I am deeply concerned by the Commonwealth’s apparent
lack of interest and participation in this field. Therefore, in order
to insure the preservation of our historical heritage and to ener-
gize the economic growth effect which the historical assets have
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upon the vacation-industry, I submit for your consideration the
report of the Special Commission and the following recommenda-
tions :

1. The establishment of an unpaid state historical commission
representative of state-wide historical organizations within
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to assist
the Secretary in compiling and maintaining an inventory of
places of historic significance. The commission would act
as a coordinating agency for all of the Commonwealth’s his-
torical organizations and would receive, publish and dissemi-
nate information of historical significance within the Com-
monwealth.

2. The undertaking of a program by the Commonwealth pat-
terned after the federal government’s Registered National
Historic Landmark designation. Under such a program, the
Secretary, with the approval and advice of the proposed his-
torical commission, would certify historic sites and buildings
of state significance. Such sites would then be entitled to
interpretive and other technical assistance from the Com-
monwealth.

3. The adoption of measures to protect certified sites from in-
appropriate alteration or from encroachment.

4. The enactment of statutory power to enable counties, cities
and towns to appropriate funds for the purpose of acquiring,
preserving and restoring historic sites or buildings on their
own or in cooperation with local historical organizations.

This proposed program is submitted to you with endorsements
by private historical organizations throughout the Commonwealth,
the editorial support of many newspapers and general widespread
public support. Therefore, lam filing herewith appropriate legis-
lation in order to implement this program. I urge your favorable
consideration of these measures so that, as partners, we may stim-
ulate a vital segment of our economy and properly preserve our
priceless heritage.

Respectfully submitted,

ENDICOTT PEABODY,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three

An Act relating to the establishment of a Massachusetts
HISTORICAL COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoitse of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 9 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following sections:
3 Section 25. There shall be in the department of the secre-
-4 tary of the commonwealth, hereinafter referred to as the
5 secretary, a commission to be known as the Massachusetts
6 Historical Commission, hereinafter referred to as the commis-
-7 sion, which shall consist of the following eleven members:
8 the secretary or a designee of his department who shall be
9 the chairman; the commissioner of the department of nat-

10 ural resources or a designee of his department; the commis-
-11 sioner of the department of commerce or a designee of his
12 department; and six members to be appointed by the secre-
-13 tary from a list of three nominees to be submitted by each of
14 the following private organizations: the Massachusetts His-
-15 torical Society, the Bay State Historical League, the Society
16 for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, the Ameri-
-17 can Antiquarian Society, the Trustees of Reservations, and
18 the New England Historic Genealogical Society, and two
19 members to be designated by the governor. Appointed mem-

-20 bers shall be selected with due regard to geographic location
21 and vocational or technical competence and shall serve for a
22 period of three years except that the initial appointment shall
23 be for one year for two of the members, two years for two of
24 the members and three years for two of the members. It shall
25 be the duty of the commission to advise the secretary on mat-
-26 ters relating to the historic assets of the commonwealth and
27 to assist the secretary in compiling and maintaining an inven-
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28 tory of such assets. The secretary shall be hereby empow-
-29 ered to accept gifts of papers, documents and moneys on be-
-30 half of the commonwealth; to provide technical or other as-
-31 sistance; and to publish, furnish or disseminate information
32 of an historic nature. All moneys received hereunder shall
33 be transferred forthwith to the state treasurer, who shall ad-
-34 minister the same as provided by section sixteen of chapter
35 ten.
36 Section 26. Upon application of an interested person, or
37 upon its own initiative, the commission may request the

:8 archivist to examine sites or structures within the common-
i9 wealth and make recommendations concerning their historical

40 significance. Any such sites or structures deemed to be of
41 substantial historical significance to the commonwealth may
42 be certified by the commission as Massachusetts historic
43 landmarks, and a list shall be published by the secretary of
44 commonwealth at least annually. The commission is hereby
45 empowered to suggest standards relating to the care and man-
-46 agement of such landmarks and to withdraw certification for
47 cause. Upon notification that a Massachusetts historic land-
-48 mark may be altered to a degree which would seriously im-
-49 pair its historic values, the commission may, after newspaper
50 publication not less than forty-eight hours in advance, hold a
51 public hearing at which any interested person shall be heard
52 and shall forthwith render a decision. If the proposed altera-
-53 tion is deemed in fact to seriously impair said historic values,
54 the commission may petition the superior court in equity to
55 enjoin such alteration for not more than one year during
56 which period the commission shall consult with civic groups,
57 public agencies, and interested citizens to ascertain what ac-
-58 tion if any ought to be taken to preserve such historic land-
-59 mark and shall make recommendations to the commonwealth
60 or its political subdivisions, to historical societies, or to other
61 interested civic organizations.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Thre

An Act authorizing cities and towns to preserve historic

SITES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Clause (13) of Section sof Chapter 40 of the General Laws
2 is hereby repealed and the following clause is inserted in
3 place thereof: (13) for the marking, acquisition, mainte-
-4 nance, preservation or restoration of historic areas, sites or
5 buildings.
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