
SENATE No. 980

By Mr. Graham, petition of Robert B. Parkhurst and others for legislation
to confirm the corporate status of the First Parish Church in Boxford and
changing its name to First Church, Congregational in Boxford. Mercantile
Affairs.

In The Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act confirming the corporate status of the first parish

in boxford and changing its name to first church, congre-
gational IN BOXFORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The First Parish in Boxford, hereinafter re-
-2 ferred to as the parish, a religious society gathered in seven-
-3 teen hundred and two, and heretofore known by the following
4 names: First Parish of Boxford, East Parish of Boxford,
5 East Parish in Boxford, First Church in Boxford, First Church
6 of Boxford, First Congregational Church in Boxford, First
7 Congregational Church of Boxford, Church and Society, Box-
-8 ford, The First Church of Christ in Boxford, The First Parish
9 Church is declared to be an existing religious society whose

10 incorporation as such is hereby confirmed.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and sixteen of the acts of
2 eighteen hundred and twenty-four, approved February 25,
3 1825, is hereby repealed, and the corporation established

, .4 thereunder is hereby dissolved.
5 All property of said corporation, including all,bequests, de-
-6 vises, gifts and transfers of any kind, heretofore and hereafter
7 made for the benefit of said corporation, shall be transferred
8 to and vest in the parish without further act or deed, and said
9 property, without distinction between principal and interest,
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shall henceforth be used for the general purposes of the par-
ish, provided only that property transferred and vested as
aforesaid shall be subject to such restrictions, if any, as have
been or are imposed by the donors or by operation of law
other than any provision set forth in said chapter one hun-
dred and sixteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and twenty-
four; and the parish shall be deemed to have assumed and
shall be liable for all the liabilities and obligations of said
corporation. The parish may acquire and hold real and per-
sonal property necessary for its purposes without limit. At
a meeting called for the purpose, the parish may enact by-
laws for carrying out its purposes, including the management
and investments of its funds, and may, in accordance with ap-
plicable general laws, amend or repeal by-laws so enacted.
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Section 3. The name of the parish shall, upon the effective
date of this act be First Church, Congregational in Boxford,
but it may at any time change its name in the manner pro-
vided by any applicable general laws.
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1 Section 4. The provisions of this act shall not take effect;
2 (a) unless at a meeting called for the purpose, the parish
3 shall by a majority vote of its members present and voting
4 accept the same, and
5 (b) unless at a meeting called for the purpose, the corpora-
-6 tion established under the provisions of chapter one hundred
7 and sixteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and twenty-four,
8 approved February 25, 1825, shall by a majority vote of its
9 members present and voting accept the same in so far as they

10 relate to said corporation.
11 Certificates of acceptance, filed respectively by the clerk of
12 the parish and the clerk or secretary of said corporation in
13 the office of the secretary of state, shall be conclusive evidence
14 of the acceptance of said provisions, and upon such filing the
15 provisions of this act shall become effective.


