
SENATE .No. 1064

4

i

[Offered by Senator Wall.]

(liljr (Enmntmuuealtlj nf iHaagadjUisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Threi

Resolutions on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of
ST. FRANCIS PARISH.

Whereas, St. Francis Parish in the city of Lawrence established
its parish and church on May 30, 1903; and

Whereas, Its first pastor was the Rev. Joseph Sestokos; and

Whereas, Said parish and church were established through the
sacrifice of parents and grandparents of present members of St.
Francis parish who left a grand heritage of faith and devotion
to their children and grandchildren; and

Whereas, This Lithuanian parish was established when the city
of Lawrence was in the making, when the pent up Merrimac River
was just beginning to turn the wheels of its textile industry, and
it was here that the Lithuanian people made up a thriving com-
munity and established a thriving parish; and

Whereas, This happy occasion calls to mind the many and great
sacrifices made by the priests and people whom we honor as
founders of the parish and the zeal and enthusiasm of the present
generation to carry on good traditions; and

Whereas, The faith of the Lithuanian people is not surpassed
anywhere in Christendom, and no nation having suffered more in
its fidelity to the Church and the faith that is such a vital part
of its life; and

Whereas, When the pioneers first came to Lawrence they were
obligated to work hard and under very trying conditions, never-
theless joyfully making the sacrifices for the opportunity of prac-
tising their faith and of giving evidence of their God through
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some of the customs that were dear to them in their native land;
now therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Senate extends its sincere con-
gratulations to the clergy and parishioners of St. Francis Parish
of Lawrence on the occasion of its 60th anniversary, and hopes
that the future may hold the same consolations and joys for the
people of the parish as the past did for their fathers, and that
copies of this resolution be sent, by the Clerk of the Senate, to
the Pastor-Prior Rt. Rev. Francis M. Juras, St. Francis Church
Lawrence Massachusetts.


