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By Mr. Holmes, a petition of Newland H. Holmes and George A. Sullivan,
Jr., for legislation to provide for certificates of title to motor vehicles. High-
ways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four,

An Act providing for certificates of title to motor vehicles.

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 1A the following section:—
3 Section 18. No motor vehicle shall be registered under sec-
-4 tion two, unless a certificate of title under sections thirty-four
5 K to thirty-four S, inclusive, has been or at the time of regis-
-6 tration is issued to the applicant for registration.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 30, as amended by chapter 351 of the acts
3 of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following section:—
4 Section 30. A proper record of all applications and of all
5 certificates and licenses issued shall be kept by the registrar
6 at his main office, and such records shall be open to the inspec-
-7 tion of any person during reasonable business hours; provided,
8 that the information on applications for certificates of title
9 relating to liens, encumbrances or legal claims shall not be

10 divulged except at the discretion of the registrar. The regis-
-11 trar may issue a certified copy, attested by him or his author-
-12 ized agent, of any certificate of registration, certificate of title
13 or of any license to operate motor vehicles which may have
14 been lost or mutilated, upon the written request of the person
15 entitled thereto, or, where there are two or more joint owners
16 of a motor vehicle or trailer, he may issue a certificate to each
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17 joint owner upon written request of the person entitled there-
-18 to; and such certified copies shall have the same force and
19 effect as the originals. Certified copies of such records of
20 the registrar, attested by the registrar or his authorized
21 agent, shall be admissible as evidence in any court of the com-
-22 monwealth to prove the facts contained therein. The registrar
23 may destroy applications under this chapter and copies of the
24 licenses and certificates of registration issued by him, and all
25 letters reporting accidents or papers relating thereto, except-
-26 ing those of the then current year and the year next preced-
-27 ing. He may destroy or dispose of any obsolete number plates
28 and forms which, in his opinion, are no longer of any value to
29 the commonwealth, and may destroy examination papers or
30 the answers given by the applicants for licenses when the same
31 have become of no value or when the licenses applied for have
32 been granted. He may also destroy all records of convictions
33 of persons charged with violation of the laws relating to mo-
-34 tor vehicles unless such convictions are final convictions under
35 section twenty-four, excepting those of the then current year
36 and the two years next preceding.

1 Section 3. Subdivision (7) of section 33 of said chapter 90,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 571 of the acts of 1959,
3 is hereby amended by striking out the twelfth and thirteenth
4 paragraphs and inserting in place thereof the following three
5 paragraphs:—
6 For each certificate of title to a motor vehicle, two dollars.
7 For every additional copy of a license or certificate of regis-
-8 tration or title, one dollar and fifty cents.
9 For every certified copy of any application or notice filed

19 with the registrar and for every certified copy of a license or
11 certificate of registration or title, one dollar and fifty cents.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 34K, added by chapter 360 of the acts
3 of 1960, under the heading certificates of title, the follow-
-4 ing sections:
5 Section Every application for a certificate of title to
6 a motor vehicle shall be made upon a form furnished or ap-
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7 proved by the registrar, shall contain a full description of the
8 motor vehicle and the correct name and address of the owner,
9 shall state exactly the owner’s title to, and any and all liens,

10 encumbrances and legal claims upon and against, said motor
11 vehicle, and shall further state whether or not possession
12 thereof is held under any lease, contract or conditional sale,
13 or other agreement of like effect. Such application shall be
14 signed by the owner, if an individual, otherwise by an agent
15 of the owner thereto duly authorized. It shall be made under
16 the penalties of perjury. The registrar shall exercise reason-
-17 able diligence in ascertaining whether or not the facts stated
18 in such application are true and, if satisfied that the applicant
19 is the lawful owner of said motor vehicle or is otherwise en-
-20 titled to have a certificate of title to said motor vehicle issued
21 in his or its name, the registrar shall issue to such owner a
22 certificate of title, bearing his official stamp or stamped offi-
-23 cial signature.
24 Section SlfM. (a) A certificate of title shall contain such
25 description and other evidence of identification of the motor
26 vehicle for which it is issued as the registrar may deem neces-
-27 sary, and shall state whether or not the vehicle is subject to
28 any lien, encumbrance or other legal claim. The certificate
29 shall also contain forms for assignment of title or interest and
30 for warranty thereof by the owner.
31 (b) The registrar, upon request of the owner of a motor
32 vehicle accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the registrar
33 that all liens, encumbrances and legal claims upon or against
34 such vehicle have been discharged and satisfied, shall so
35 amend the original certificate of title as to show a full and
36 clear title, or shall issue without fee a corrected certificate
37 showing such a title.
38 (c) An owner of a motor vehicle, having a certificate of
39 title which states that such vehicle is not subject to any lien,
40 encumbrance or other legal claim, who after receiving such
41 certificate subjects such vehicle to any lien, encumbrance or
42 other legal claim shall immediately transmit or deliver an
43 exact statement thereof, together with the certificate, to the
44 registrar, who shall either amend such certificate of title so as
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45 to show that such vehicle is subject to a lien, encumbrance or
46 other legal claim, or shall issue without fee a corrected certif-
-47 icate of title showing that it is so subject.
48 Section 3JfN. Whenever the registrar is satisfied by proper
49 evidence, and upon such investigation as he may make, that a
50 certificate of title has been issued bearing materially incorrect
51 information he may require the return to him of such certif-
-52 icate of title, together with the production of any informa-
-53 tion necessary for the adjustment of his records in connection
54 therewith; and thereupon he may amend such certificate of
55 title or issue without fee a corrected certificate of title.
56 Section (a) In the event of the sale, or of any trans-
-57 fer of ownership otherwise than by operation of law, or a mo-
-58 tor vehicle as to which a certificate of title has been issued,
59 the vendor or transferor shall execute and deliver to the
60 vendee or transferee at or before the time of delivery to him
61 of such motor vehicle, an assignment of such certificate of
62 title, with warranty of title, and with a statement of all liens,
63 encumbrances or legal claims upon or against such motor
64 vehicle and the name and address of each lienor, encum-
-65 brancer and claimant, said assignment to be made under the
66 penalties of perjury upon a form furnished or approved by
67 the registrar.

68 (b) A dealer who acquires a motor vehicle under subsec-
-69 tion (a) may reassign such certificate of title to a purchaser
70 from him, by an assignment in the form thereby provided, and
71 several dealers who successively so acquire a motor vehicle
72 may each in like manner reassign the same.
73 (c) A person other than a dealer who so acquires a motor
74 vehicle, shall, before or at the time of applying for registra-
-75 tion thereof, present to the registrar such assigned or reas-
-76 signed certificate, with an application for a new certificate of
77 title, whereupon the registrar, after satisfying himself as pro-
-78 vided in section thirty-four L, shall issue to him a new cer-
-79 tificate of title thereto.
80 Section 3JfP. In case of the transfer of ownership or posses-
-81 sion by operation of law, whether voluntary or involuntary,
82 of any motor vehicle as to which a certificate of title has been
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83 issued, the holder of such certificate shall within ten days
84 thereafter surrender the same to the person to whom posses-
-85 sion or title of such motor vehicle has so come or passed, un-
-86 less, at the expiration of said period, a suit is pending in which
87 the question of the right to such possession or ownership is in
88 issue, in which case, if the suit is finally determined against
89 such holder, he shall make such surrender immediately upon
90 such final determination. Upon presentation to the registrar
91 of such certificate of title, or, if that is not possible, upon the
92 furnishing of proof satisfactory to him as to the ownership
93 and right of possession of such motor vehicle, and upon
94 presentation to him of an application for a new certificate of
95 title, he shall issue to the person to whom possession or title
96 of such motor vehicle has so come or passed a new certificate
97 of title thereto.
98 Section (a) The owner of a motor vehicle which is
99 stolen shall notify the registrar immediately upon learning of

100 such theft.
101 (h) Whenever the registrar receives a notice or report of
102 the theft of a motor vehicle, whether or not the same is regis-
-103 tered or owned in this commonwealth, accompanied by the
104 name or make and the manufacturer’s engine number of such
105 motor vehicle, he shall thereupon make a distinctive record
106 thereof and shall file the same numerically in a manufac-
-107 turer’s engine number file with records of other vehicles al-
-108 ready so filed and recorded.
109 (c) Upon the receipt of an application for a certificate of
110 title to any motor vehicle, notice or report of the theft of
111 which has been received by the registrar, he shall immediately
112 notify the rightful owner of said motor vehicle as appearing
113 in his records, shall withhold the issue of such certificate of
114 title until investigation satisfactory to him has been made,
115 and, unless satisfied that the applicant for such certificate has
116 a valid title to such motor vehicle, shall refuse to issue such
117 certificate.
118 (d) Upon the recovery of a stolen motor vehicle, the owner
119 shall immediately notify the registrar thereof.
120 (e) Every police officer having any knowledge relative to
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a stolen motor vehicle shall immediately furnish the registrar
with full information in his possession relative thereto.

191

122
(f) The registrar shall from time to time prepare, and

distribute in such manner as he may think best, reports list-
ing all motor vehicles stolen and all such vehicles recovered,
as disclosed by notices and reports received by him under this
section.

123
12-
125
126
127

(g) Whoever violates any provision of paragraph (a) or
(d) of this section shall be punished by a fine of ten dollars

128
129

imprisonment for not more than five days.130

Section SJfR. (a) The registrar shall keep and maintain a13
record of all certificates of title of motor vehicles issued by
him and, after the expiration of five years following the year
in which any such certificates were issued, may, in his discre-
tion, and subject to law, destroy or otherwise dispose of such
records.

132
1 OOioo

134
135
136

(b) Within ten days after any motor vehicle, a certificate
of title to which has been issued, is destroyed or converted
into junk, the owner thereof shall in writing notify the regis-
trar and shall return to him for cancellation the certificate of
title thereto, and the certificate of registration, if any, there-
of. No such motor vehicle shall again be registered and no
certificate of title thereto shall again be issued.

137
138
139
140
141
142
143

Section 3J/S. The registrar, upon receipt of notice from the
proper authority of any other state or of any foreign country
that a certificate of title to a motor vehicle issued by him has
been surrendered by the owner thereof in conformity with the
laws of such other state or country, shall so note upon his rec-
ord of such certificate, and may cancel such record.

144
145
146
147
148
149

Section 34T. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (g) of
section thirty-four Q, whoever Violates any provision of sec-
tions thirty-four L to thirty-four S, inclusive, shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars or by im-
prisonment for not more than ten days.

150.
151
152
153
154
155 (b) Whoever alters with fraudulent intent or forges any

certificate of title to a motor vehicle, or any assignment
thereof, or possesses or uses any such certificate of title
knowing the same to have been fraudulently altered or forged,

156
157
158
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159 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
160 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two years, or
161 both.
162 (c) Whoever procures or attempts to procure a certificate
163 of title to a motor vehicle, or assigns, reassigns or delivers to
164 another or attempts to so assign, reassign or deliver a certif-
-165 icate of title to a stolen motor vehicle, or makes out or de-
-166 livers to another any assignment or reassignment of such cer-
-167 tificate, knowing or having reason to believe that such motor
168 vehicle has been stolen, shall be punished as provided in sub-

* 169 division (b) of this section.

1 Section 5. Section 61 of chapter 140 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition thereof, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following paragraph:
4 This section shall not apply in the case of a purchase or
5 taking in exchange or leaving on the premises of a motor ve-
-6 hide as to which a certificate of title has been issued.

1 Section 6. Section 63 of said chapter 140, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 4, the words “or sold
3 by him” and inserting in said line after the word “sale” the
4 words: —by him, —so as to read as follows: —Section 63.
5 Every licensee under classes two or three of section fifty-eight
6 shall send daily by mail to the registrar a list, on blanks pre-
-7 scribed by him, of the second hand motor vehicles or parts
8 thereof purchased or stored for the purpose of sale by him
9 during the preceding twenty-four hours. A copy of such list

10 shall also be sent daily in Boston to the police commissioner
11 and in other cities and towns to the local chief of police. Every
12 licensee under class one shall send the said list weekly, cover-
-13 ing a period of seven days.

1 Section 7. Sections one to four, inclusive, shall apply with
2 respect to motor vehicles registered or sought to be regis-
-3 tered in the commonwealth for the year nineteen hundred
4 and sixty-four or for any subsequent year, whenever the appli-
-5 cation for such registration is made. It shall be the duty of the
6 registrar of motor vehicles upon and after the effective date
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of this act to disseminate information and otherwise prepare
for the issuing of certificates of title to all owners of such
motor vehicles and to make such revision of the methods of
issuing motor vehicle registrations and operators’ licenses as
he may deem necessary for the purposes of this act. Sections
five and six shall become operative on January first, nine-
teen hundred and sixty-five.
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