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By Mr. Holmes, a petition of the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association,
Inc., by Frank Moore, President, for legislation to establish the legal length
of lobsters and providing a double gauge method of measuring short lobster
and certain female lobsters. Natural Resources.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

An Act establishing the legal length of lobsters and pro-
viding a double gauge method of measuring short lobsters
AND CERTAIN FEMALE LOBSTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the sarne, as
follows:

1 Chapter 130 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 44, as most recently amended by Chapter
3 151 of the acts of 1959, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section: — Section 44- Whoever sells, or offers for
5 sale, or has in possession for a period longer than is necessary
6 for immediate measuring, or for any purpose other than
7 legally disposing of the same, a lobster, alive or dead, cooked
8 or uncooked, which is not of legal length, shall be punished by
9 a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars

10 for every such lobster, or by imprisonment in jail for not more
11 than ninety days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
12 Any such lobster shall be seized and forfeited, and shall be
13 disposed of by the director to the best interests of the common-
-14 wealth.
15 Any lobster which is less than three and three-sixteenths
16 inches in length when measured from the rear of the eye
17 socket along a line parallel to the center line of the body shell
18 to the rear end of the body shell, is not of legal length and
19 a female lobster which is more than six inches in length
20 when so measured is not of legal length.
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21 The commissioner shall provide a measure, designated as
the state double gauge lobster measure, for determining the
legal length of lobsters. One gauge shall be three and three-
sixteenths inches in length, the other shall be six inches in
length, and no evidence shall be admissible in any court of
the commonwealth in any manner in which the length of a
lobster is in question, unless such length has been determined
by such a measure. Such lobster measure shall be sold by the
commissioner at cost.
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