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By Mr. Sullivan, a petition of Leslie B. Cutler and George A. Sullivan, Jr.,
for legislation to return to the local boards of health the authority to decide
whether or not to fluoridate the public water supply. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

An Act returning to the local boards of health the authority

to decide whether or not to fluoridate the public water
SUPPLY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Whereas, proper concern for the dental health of the people
2 must include consideration of effective means of curbing and
3 preventing dental defects and disorders; and

Whereas, the determination of the effectiveness of any
5 means used or intended for use to curb or prevent dental de-
-6 fects and disorders is best made by those trained in the scien-
-7 tific and health fields, and those generally responsible for the
8 maintenance of the health of the public,
9 Now, Therefore, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

10 Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the nu-
11 thority of the same, as folkn
12 Section 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
13 amended by adding after Section 31C, the following section:
14 Section SID. The board of health in each town shall de-
-15 termine from time to time whether (1) fluoridation of the pub-
-16 lie water supply used by the inhabitants of that town would
17 effectively curb or prevent any dental defect or disorder, and
18 (2) whether such fluoridation, bearing in mind the relation-
-19 ship of its total cost to its expected total value in sounder
20 teeth, would be financially warranted. In determining the
21 scientific and health factors, the board of health in each town
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22 alone, with the aid of, or in conjunction with, the board of
23 health may consult with individuals, groups, or agencies as it
24 considers advisable, gather information, conduct surveys, tests
23 or experiments, or take whatever similar action it deems
26 necessary. In determining the finandal factors, the board of
27 health may hold public hearings.
28 If the board of health determines that the water supply
29 should be fluoridated, then the officers performing the duties
30 of a board of water commissioners with regard to the water
31 supply of the town shall, upon receipt of notice of that
32 determination from the board of health, take the necessary
33 steps to cause that supply to be fluoridated. The fluoridation
34 of that supply shall begin no later than nine months after that
35 notification.
36 No change in the fluoride content of any domestic water
37 supply system shall be effected from and after the effective
38 date of this act except in accordance with the provisions of
39 this section.
40 Section 2. Sections Forty-one B and Forty-one Cof Chapter
41 Forty of the General Laws are hereby repealed.


