
No.SENATE 483

By Mr. McCann, (by request), a petition of the Mass. Political Action for
Peace, by Sumner Rosen, for legislation to establish a military spending
commission to study the economic effects of future changes in the level and
composition of military spending and certain related matters. State Adminis-
tration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act establishing a military spending commission to study

ThE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF FUTURE CHANGES IN THE LEVEL AND
COMPOSITION OF MILITARY SPENDING, AND TO RECOMMEND LEGIS-
LATIVE REMEDIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 23A of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing at the end, under the caption Military Spending Commis-
-3 sion, the following sections:
4 Section 9. There shall be in the department of commerce,
5 but in no manner subject to its control, a study commission
6 to be known as the military spending commission consisting
7 of ten persons, five to be appointed by the governor, represent-
-8 ing, respectively, industry, labor, the press, educational institu-
-9 tions, and the general public; five to be appointed from the

10 legislature, three by the speaker, two by the president of the
11 senate. Each public member to receive one hundred dollars for
12 each mealing of the commission, not to exceed a total of one
13 thousand dollars.
14 Section 10. Said commission shall inquire into the economic
15 consequences for Massachusetts of future changes in the
16 composition or level of military expenditures by the federal
17 government, and recommend appropriate legislation to enable
18 communities, labor, industry, and other affected institutions
19 and individuals to adapt such changes with minimum in-
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20 jury and maximum flexibility. It shall consider the feasibility
21 of tax concessions and subsidies to communities or companies
22 which undertake planning for conversion of their facilities
23 now used for military contracts to non-military purposes;

Nt compensation benefits beyond pre's-
5 ent statutory limits when necessary to relieve unemployment

hv pbnnaoc in rmli'f’nrvr prwcvHr.r* rvf cforirL26 caused by changes in military contracts; creation of stand-
-27 by public works which can be quickly activated in areas where
28 military cutbacks or changes impose a high level of unemploy-
-29 ment or a serious reduction in the general level of economic
30 activity; enactment of publicly supported training and re-
-31 training programs which will enable workers who lose their
32 employment to find and keep other employment; appropria-
-33 tion of funds to assist workers to meet the costs of changing
34 their place of residence when this is required to find new
35 employment; assignment to the bureau of employment security
36 of the task of developing and maintaining labor market studies
37 which provide accurate estimates of future trends in the
38 demand and supply of specific occupations and skills, with
39 funds necessary to accomplish this; legislation enabling the
40 governor to waive the mandatory forty-hour provision in
41 existing legislation and to reduce hours v/hen this is deemed
42 necessary to relieve unemployment and increase the level of
43 economic activity.
44 Section 11. The commission shall employ a qualified econo-
-45 mist to serve as staff director and counsel, at an annual salary
46 of five thousand dollars for half-time service; and assistant
47 staff director to serve full time at six thousand dollars; and
48 such other employees as, in its opinion, the work and duties
49 of the commission may require. The members of the com-
-50 mission, except public members, shall serve without compen-
-51 sation, but each member shall be reimbursed for all necessary
52 travel and other expenses incurred by him in the performance
53 of his official duties. The commission shall be empowered
54 to hold public and private hearings, to receive relevant testi-
-55 rnony and evidence, and to conduct independent inquiry into
56 all matters germane to its mandate. It shall have the power
57 to travel to Washington to discuss at first hand prospective
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developments in the pattern and magnitude of military
budgets, and to other states where similar inquiries may be
contemplated or under way. It shall report its findings and
recommendations to the governor and the general court at
least once a year, but may at its discretion issue studies and
reports at any time. The commission shall be provided with
suitable quarters in the state house or elsewhere in the city of
Boston.




