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I think it only fitting for me as presiding officer of this body, to
suggest and recommend certain guide lines for our procedure and
progress during this session.

In my opinion, there has been too much emphasis placed upon
the length of our sessions. Nobody deplores extended sessions any
more than myself. Nevertheless, early prorogation should never
be our only, or for that matter, our primary objective. We will aim
for an early completion of our duties, but not at the sacrifice of
the time and attention warranted by each bill we consider.

In order to achieve these laudable goals, certain rules must be
followed. I cannot promulgate all these rules myself, but I invite
your earnest consideration of the means by which we can best per-
form our duties to the satisfaction of the vast majority of the citi-
zens of this commonwealth.

We will have Friday sessions, and, if necessary, we will also sit
on Saturdays.

We in Massachusetts have recognized for a long time the econ-
omy, the efficiency and the practicability of joint committees. For
these same reasons and purposes, I suggest that the ways and
means committee of both houses sit jointly. If such action is
feasible, considerable time can be saved.

I further suggest that the joint committee on rules recommend
an extension of one month, from March to April, of the date on
which all joint committees must report on all bills. Such action
would give committees more adequate time to consider their bills,
and would obviously result in fewer requests for extensions. And,
of course, there would be far fewer re-committals.
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Advance notice is hereby given that late filed bills will not be
admitted, except in cases of critical necessity.

I urge all committees to report on all bills promptly, and to first
consider and dispose of those bills heard and rejected last year.

Postponements will be firmly discouraged, as will motions for
reconsideration.

I shall expect conference committees to meet, act and file their
recommendations promptly.

Finally, no matter what steps we in the General Court may take
to expedite our work, none will be truly effective unless we re-
ceive the complete cooperation of the Governor’s office.

We have the right to expect that all his messages, bills and re-
quests will be submitted at an early date. Only in that way can
they be assured of the consideration to which they are entitled.
Only in that way can we likewise be assured of early prorogation.
I am sure his excellency will make every endeavor to co-operate.

I have no desire to be harsh, and have no fault to find with any
individual member of this body. However, it is my duty to my col-
leagues and to the people of this state, to do everything in my
power to assure an orderly, effective and speedy session. With
your help, we can anticipate the accomplishment of those ends.


