
SENATE No. 606

January 29, 1964.

REPORT BY THE WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION RELA-
TIVE TO A STUDY OF THE WATER RESOURCES OF THE

WESTFIELD RIVER VALLEY.

To the General Court of Massachusetts:

Under the provisions of Chapter 82 of the Resolves of 1960 the
Water Resources Commission was authorized to make a study
of the water resources of the Westfield River Valley. The time
within which the Commission was instructed to complete* its study
was subsequently extended by Chapter 30, Resolves of 1962, which
required that the final report should be filed by the first Wednes-
day in January, 1963. A further extension of the date for filing
the Commission’s report was authorized by Chapter 26 of the
Resolves of 1963 to the last Wednesday in January of 1964.

The only funds appropriated for this study were contained in
Chapter 837 of the Acts of 1963, Item No. 1010-23, which was
approved on November 16, 1963, and which was too late in the
year to undertake any work on this particular project.

The Commission’s report on Chapter 30 of the Resolves of 1962
outlined the activities on the Westfield River Valley and was
printed as Senate Document 643 for the year of 1963. Work re-
ferred to in that document on the Powdermill Watershed, a tribu-
tary to the Westfield River in the City of Westfield, as being in
progress has been substantially completed. The work consisted of
one flood control dam at the Powdermill Site and a combination
flood control reservoir and recreation pool at Arm Brook Site. The
latter project is completed. The work was done by this Commis-
sion in cooperation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service and
the City of Westfield.
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The Bradley Brook project at the time of last year’s report was
being formulated and the work was authorized by Chapter 512 of
the Acts of 1963. It is hoped that some part of this project will be
started during the present calendar year.

Studies by the U. S. Soil Conservation Service are being con-
tinued in Munn Brook and on the West Branch of the Westfield
River.

The U. S. Corps of Engineers project at Littleville on the Middle
Branch of the Westfield River has been proceeding at a satisfactory
rate and is now approximately 50 per cent completed and is
scheduled for completion in December, 1964.

Fhe Commission has worked out a plan for the use of the Knight-
ville Reservoir area for recreational development. This plan was
made in cooperation with the Department of Natural Resources,
the Division of Fisheries and Game, and the Corps of Engineers.
Agreements are now being arranged to implement the plan. The
Commission, in cooperation with the U. S. Geological Survey,
has made some groundwater investigations and a limited amount
of low flow measurements on tributary streams. A map showing
the finding is now being prepared under our regular cooperative
program.

In view of the amount of data so far obtained, and a need for
more time for stream flow analysis, it is recommended that the
time for the Commission to file its final report be extended to the
last Wednesday in January, 1965.

A draft of suggested legislation to continue this study is in-
cluded in Appendix A.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
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ESOLVE EXTENDING THE TIME WITHIN WHICH THE WATER RE-
SOURCES COMMISSION IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE ITS STUDY AND
FILE ITS FINAL REPORT RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES OF THE
WESTFIELD RIVER VALLEY.

1 Resolved, That the Water Resources Commission is au-
-2 thorized to file progress reports from time to time and that
3 the time within which the commission is required to complete
4 its study and file its final report relative to the water re-
-5 sources of the Westfield River Valley, as authorized by chap-
-6 ter eighty-two of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty,
7 continued by chapter thirty of the resolves of nineteen hun-
-8 dred and sixty-two, and again continued by chapter twenty-
-9 six of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-three, is

10 hereby extended to the last Wednesday in January in the year
11 nineteen hundred and sixty-five.
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APPENDIX A

PROPOSED LEGISLATION




