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To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives

Gentlemen:

The Civil War Centennial Commission submits the attached
annual report and recommendations as required by Chapter 137,
Resolves of 1958.

Respectfully submitted, Charles W. Hedges, Chairman and Ma-
jority of Commission: Carl E. Wahlstrom, Preston S. Lincoln,
George D. Blackwood, Nellie M. Goodman, Dorothy A. Morris, Alice
F. Harwood, John L. Day, Lenahan O’Connell, Thomas H. O’Con-
nor, Anna L. Silva, Josephine L. Bates, Newland H. Holmes.

Attach.

Annual Report, 1963

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL TO THE SENATE
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Senate, January 21, 1964.

Report of the special commission established (under Chapter
137 of the Resolves of 1958) to prepare plans and programs for
the celebration in this Commonwealth to commemorate the one
hundredth anniversary of the Civil War.

Read and sent to the House for its information.

Thomas A. Chadwick, Clerk
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RESOLVES, 1961—Chapter 8

Chap. 8 Resolve increasing the membership of the special commission
ESTABLISHED TO PREPARE PLANS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE CELEBRATION
IN THIS COMMONWEALTH TO COMMEMORATE THE ONE HUNDREDTH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE CIVIL WAR AND RELATIVE TO FILING REPORTS THEREOF.

Resolved, That notwithstanding any provisions of chapter one hundred and
thirty-seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight to the con-
trary, the number of members to be appointed by the governor, with the
advice and consent of the council, to the special commission established by
said resolve shall be eighteen and the reports of said commission may, prior
to the filing of its final report as required by said resolve, be filed from time
to time.

Approved, February 17, 1961
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Chap. 108. Resolve authorizing the special commission established to pre-

pare PLANS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE CELEBRATION IN THIS COMMON-
WEALTH TO COMMEMORATE THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CIVIL WAR TO APPOINT HONORARY MEMBERS AND AN ADVISORY COUNCIL.

Resolved. That the special unpaid commission established by chapter one
hundred and thirty-seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight
may appoint such honorary members and such members of an advisory council
as it deems especially interested in the observance of the centennial of the
Civil War, to assist in its work. All agencies of the state and all political
subdivisions thereof are authorized to co-operate with the commission. Not-
withstanding any provisions of said chapter one hundred and thirty-seven
or any other law to the contrary, said commission shall be provided with
quarters in room numbered twenty-seven in the state house and may travel
within or without the commonwealth.

Approved, September 9, 1959

RESOLVES, 1959—Chapter 108



RESOLVES, 1958—Chapter 137

Chap. 137. Resolve providing for the establishment of a special commission
TO prepare plans and programs for the celebration in this com-
monwealth to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of
the civil war.

Whereas, The years nineteen hundred and sixty-one to nineteen hundred
and sixty-five will mark the centennial of the Civil War; and

Whereas, The Congress and certain states of the United States have al-
ready established commissions to prepare plans and programs for the proper
observance of this great and continuing force in our history; and

Whereas, It is highly fitting that this commonwealth should participate in
the said observance and should make proper plans and arrangements therefor;
therefore be it

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of the governor of
the commonwealth, who shall be a member ex officio, three members of the
senate to be designated by the president thereof, five members of the house
of representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and sixteen per-
sons to be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
council, of whom twelve shall be selected from the memberships of the fol-
lowing organizations—The Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Committee
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; the Massachusetts Com-
mandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion; the Massachusetts Civil
War Centennial Committee of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil
War; the Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Committee of the Auxiliary
to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; the Massachusetts Civil War
Centennial Committee of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic;
the Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Committee of the Women’s Relief
Corps—is hereby established to devise plans and programs for the observance
by the commonwealth of said anniversary. Said commission may expend for
clerical and other assistance such sums as may be appropriated therefor, and
may receive and expend such other funds as may be donated to it for its
purposes. Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house,
or elsewhere, and shall submit its first report and recommendations, if any,
to the general court by filing the same, with drafts of legislation to carry
such recommendations into effect, with the clerk of the senate on or before
the last Tuesday in December in the current year and shall thereafter file
an annual report and recommendations, if any, with said clerk and a final
report and accounting of funds received and expended not later than May
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six. Said commission shall terminate upon
the completion of the duties set forth in this resolve.

Approved, August 25, 1958
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION

0 Chairman Ex Officio, Endicott Peabody, Governor

Appointed by the President of the Senate:

Appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives:

Representative John F. Thompson of Ludlow
Representative Gerald P. Lombard of Fitchburg
Representative John F. X. Davoren of Milford
Representative George L. Spatchbr of Attleboro

Appointed by the Governor;

Sheriff Charles W. Hedges, Chairman
Judge Carl E. Wahlstrom, Vice Chairman
Josephine L. Bates
Dr. George D. Blackwood
Barbara D. Brown
John L. Day

Alice F. Harwood
Nellie M. Goodman
Preston S. Lincoln (Lt. Cdr. USNR Ret.)
Dorothy Morris
Lenahan O’Connell
Dr. Thomas H. O’Connor
Anna L. Silva
Ernest G. Wells
Jessie G. Wells
Mary V. Darcy, Executive Secretary
Arthur I. Senter, Court Officer

Senator James J. Long of Woburn
Senator Philibert L. Pellegrini of Arlington
Senator Newland H. Holmes of Weymouth
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Rev. Frank J. Bauer— Chaplain, 26th Div. (Tr) Massachusetts National Guard
Prof. Kenneth A. Bernard—History Dept., Boston University
Brig. Gen. William J. Blake
Stanley E. Butcher— History Instructor, Reading Junior High School
Charles C. Cain, Jr.—Attleboro Development and Industrial Commission
Dean C. Cushing—Vice President, Retail Trade Board
Malcolm M. Donahue—State Legal Officer, Sons of Union Veterans of the

Civil War
Harold M. Drown— Publicity Chairman, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil

War
Dr. Jordan D. Fiore—Head, History Dept., Bridgewater State College
Richard H. Fitzpatrick—Greater Boston Civil War Round Table
Col. Walter C. Fuller—Massachusetts National Guard (Ret.)
Mrs. Harold C. Hart—Massachusetts Chapter, Daughters of the Confederacy
Nat L. Kline—Military Editor, The Boston Globe
Robert F. Needham—Bay State Historical Society
Edward J. Lynch, Jr.—Northeastern Distributors
Frederick T. McDermott—Member of the General Court
Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Donnelly—The Adjutant General of Massachusetts
Francis X. Moloney—Boston Public Library, Boston Civil War Centennial

Committee
Arthur W. Monks—President, Bay Colony Public Relations

Henry W. Schroeder—World War II Veteran
Hon. John W. Spalding—Associate Justice, Mass. Supreme Judicial Court
Prof. James B. Stone—Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Lt. Col. Arthur W. Swett—Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company
Thomas F. Turnan—President, Greater Boston Civil War Round Table
Milton C. Walsh—Massachusetts State Police
George A. Wells—Massachusetts Dept, of Commerce
Hon. Raymond S. Wilkins—Chief Justice, Mass. Supreme Judicial Court
Louis E. Winchell—Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Martin F. Bashian—Greater Boston Civil War Round Table

William O. Fuller, Sr.—Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Philip A. Quinn—Massachusetts General Court
Edward D. Harrington, Jr.—Massachusetts General Court

Charles K. Estano—9th Massachusetts Battery (reconstituted)

Senator John F. Parker—Massachusetts General Court

Dr. Richard L. Hale—State Archivist

Senator Paul H. Benoit—Massachusetts General Court
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The fifth annual report of the Civil War Centennial Commission
is submitted as required by Chapter 137, Resolves of 1958. The
Commission was established by the Legislature to prepare plans
and programs for the commemoration of the Civil War centennial
during the years 1961-65.

Thus far, the Commission has stressed commemorating events
which led to the successful prosecution of the War; such as the
reenactment of the departure of the first Massachusetts regiments,
April 16, 1961, and the centennial of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, September 22, 1962—and honoring individuals who exempli-
fied in their official and unofficial actions the principles upon which
this nation was founded; such as Governor John A. Andrew and
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.

The Commission’s publication, Massachusetts in the Civil War,
is the first such history published by any state especially written
for the junior high and high school students, which gives the polit-
ical, social, and economic problems and effects of the Civil War
as pertained to Massachusetts, as well as the broad picture of the
war itself. Dr. Allan Nevins, noted historian and chairman of the
United States Civil War Centennial Commission, has praised
highly this publication and the program to date of the Massachu-
setts Commission.

The series of booklets, one for each year of the centennial, have
been so favorably received that the editor, Dr. Thomas H. O’Con-
nor, chairman of the history department at Boston College, is plan-
ning to put them together into an expanded history at the end
of the centennial. He will recommend that Boston College pub-
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

INTRODUCTION
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lish the completed history as a contribution to the Common-
wealth’s centennial program and in appreciation of the coopera-
tion of the Commission in the Civil War History Seminar held at
Boston College as part of their centennial year celebration.

The monthly newsletter distributed by the Commission, Bay
State Bugle, has a wide circulation throughout this country and
abroad. When publication was suspended for three months because
funds had run out, inquiries were received from a number of read-
ers asking for missing issues. It was interesting to note that these
inquiries came from Southern states. Most comments received in
regard to articles in the newsletter have been favorable except for
two virulent criticisms of the September, 1962, issue which fea-
tured the address given by Herbert Tucker, Esq., on Boston Com-
mon at the commemoration of the Emancipation Proclamation
centennial.

The tragic death of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy has
brought to the consciousness of the American people the need for
a deeper understanding of the basic principles which are the foun-
dation of the American government. The political extremism so
prevalent throughout this country today seems to indicate a need
for many to be reminded again of what America really means. In
his State of the Union Message of January 11, 1962, President
Kennedy stressed the needs of education in the United States and
advocated the use of Federal funds for assistance in many areas,
emphasizing his plea with a quote from H. G. Wells: “Civilization
is a race between education and catastrophe.”

Many psychologists have said that one dollar spent on education
will be worth more as an investment in the future of this country
than the same amount spent on industry, roads or any other needs.
And an education which does not stress history is turning out a
citizen ignorant of the past, oblivious to the present, and unthinking
of the future.

In his address at American University, June 11, 1963, President
Kennedy said: “If we cannot now end our differences, at least we
can help make the world safe for diversity.” If, by a reappraisal
of the causes and effects of the Civil War, the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts can contribute to a greater understanding of the
diverse nature of our democracy, we may help in a small way to
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decide what the outcome will be of the race in which civilization is
engaged.

Four meetings were held by the Commission during 1963 on
the following dates: March 4, April 10, June 13, and December 11.
Sub-committee meetings were held on February 13, April 8, and
May 15.

The Commission cooperated with the Weymouth Historical So-
ciety in a Civil War Centennial program and exhibition held at
the Central Junior High School, Weymouth, March 30, 31, 1963.
The program was very successful, attracting more than 20,000
persons from many surrounding cities and towns.

The outstanding programs of the Commission during 1963 were
the Sixth National Assembly of Civil War Centennial Commissions
held in Boston, May 22-24, and the commemoration of Colonel
Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Massachusetts Regiment on
May 25.

Sixth National Assembly. Following the Fifth National Assem-
bly of Civil War Centennial Commissions at Columbus, Ohio, May
1962, it was subsequently agreed by the Chairman and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the United States Civil War Centennial Com-
mission that the Sixth Assembly would be held in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, in May 1963. Plans were soon under way for the or-
ganization of this meeting and a member of the Massachusetts
Commission, Dr. Thomas H. O’Connor of Boston College, was re-
quested to participate as a member of the National Commission’s
Program Committee. On June 11, 1962, Dr. O’Connor met in New
York with Dr. Allan Nevins, Chairman; Dr. James I. Robertson,
Jr., Executive Director; Carl Haverlin, President, Broadcast Music,
Inc., Richard Harwell, Librarian, Bowdoin College; and John Gar-
raty, Professor of History, Columbia University, where the basic
topics for the Sixth Annual Assembly were arranged.

It was advised by the Planning Committee that the Sixth Na-
tional Assembly take place in the Parker House, Boston, Massa-
chusetts, on May 22, 23, and 24, 1963, and this was later con-
firmed by the Chairman and Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Commission. On November 29, 1962, Dr. James I. Robert-

ACTIVITIES
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son, Jr., Executive Director, paid a personal visit to Boston where
he consulted with the members of the Massachusetts Civil War
Centennial Commission and members of the Boston Chamber of
Commerce concerning facilities, arrangements, and itineraries for
the visiting members of the Assembly from all over the nation.

Participating in a kickoff luncheon-meeting sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce were: Dr. Robertson, Sheriff Charles W.
Hedges, chairman of the Massachusetts Commission; Dr. Thomas
H. O’Connor, Prof. Kenneth A. Bernard, Boston University; Dr.
Thomas J. Curtin, Deputy Commissioner, Massachusetts Dept, of
Education; Dean Cushing, Vice President, Retail Trade Board;
Thomas F. Turnan, President, Civil War Round Table of Greater
Boston; Francis X. Moloney, Boston Public Library; and Mary V.
Darcy, Executive Secretary, Massachusetts Commission.

The Sixth National Assembly of Civil War Centennial Commis-
sions opened on May 22, 1963, with over 100 delegates present,
representing 27 states. The chairman of the National Commission,
Dr. Allan Nevins presided and his opening remarks (Appendix 1)
graphically illustrate the drawing power that Boston has for so
many historians, scholars, and ordinary tourists.

The Assembly sessions were mainly panel discussions on Civil
War governors; on medical care of the period; on the writing,
publishing, selling and reviewing of Civil War books; on women of
the period who were outstanding; and on noteworthy centennial
programs. Among the panel participants from colleges in this area
and from the business community were: Dr. O’Connor, Boston
College; Prof. Bernard, Boston University; Dr. Jordan Fiore,
Bridgewater State College; Dr. Joseph F. Greaney, Boston State
Hospital; Edward A. Laycock, Book Editor, Boston Globe; and P.
Morton DeWolfe, Charles E. Lauriat & Co.

The Massachusetts Chapter of the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy, with the cooperation of the Civil War Centennial Com-
mission and the Metropolitan District Commission, dedicated a
marker on Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, in memory of the Con-
federate prisoners of war who died there during the Civil War.
The ceremony took place on May 24 so that Assembly delegates
from both the North and the South could participate in a spirit of
unity. The Commission wishes to acknowledge the fine coopera-
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tion of the United States Navy and the Boston Harbor Police in
transporting the participants to and from George’s Island for the
ceremony.

The Commission also acknowledges the following individuals and
organizations for their valuable assistance in the Assembly pro-
gram:

Governor and Mrs. Endicott Peabody for their graciousness
in taking part in the Assembly program of May 24.

Professor and Mrs. Kenneth A. Bernard for their entertain-
ment at the Assembly banquet on May 24 with a melodic rendi-
tion of Civil War songs.

The Civil War Round Table of Greater Boston for their hospi-
tality to the Assembly delegates at their “coffee, cakes, and con-
versation” gathering.

The State Library for the exhibit arranged at the Parker
House of documents and books pertaining to Robert Gould Shaw.

The Commission received a number of letters of commendation
after the close of the Assembly, from which the following excerpts
are taken:

“All of us greatly enjoyed the Boston meetings, and we have since received
letters from a wide variety of those who attended stating their conviction
that this was the most successful and inspiring gathering in the history of
the National Centennial Commission.” Dr. Allan Nevins, Chairman, U. S.
Civil War Centennial Commission

“The sentiment is unanimous that the meeting (in Boston) was the best yet
held.” Dr. James I. Robertson, Jr., Executive Director, U. S, Civil War
Centennial Commission

“I thought that the Sixth National Assembly was our best ...” Dr. Bell
I. Wiley, Professor of History, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, and
Chairman, Executive Committee, U. S. Civil War Centennial Commission

“Everything went well . . . the well-planned and well-executed programs
that made the Assembly such a fine success. . . . The important thing was
that everyone felt the meetings worthwhile and everyone went away with
a good feeling and a friendly feeling.” Prof. Kenneth A. Bernard, History
Department, Boston University

Robert Gould Shaw Ceremony: The beautiful Bulfinch front of
the State House was the setting for a colorful and impressive
ceremony in honor of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th
Massachusetts Regiment on May 25, 1963. Governor Endicott
Peabody welcomed the delegates to the National Assembly who
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were in attendance and recalled to the gathering the words of his
predecessor, Governor John A. Andrew, who, from these State
House steps one hundred years ago, entrusted Colonel Shaw and
his men with the mission that their heroic sacrifice at Fort
Wagner would prove (Appendix 2). The noted Civil War his-
torian and author, Bruce Catton, was the principal speaker and
his eloquent and moving address illuminated the continuing strug-
gle which man endures in order to gain and preserve his freedom.
(Appendix 3). Dr. Daniel W. Hollis, member of the South Caro-
lina Confederate Centennial Commission and of the University of
South Carolina faculty, brought the greetings of the Governor of
South Carolina and expressed his desire to pay homage to a man
of “nobility” (Appendix 4).

Dr. Allan Nevins, at the first meeting of the National Commis-
sion at which he presided after his appointment by President
Kennedy, said that any future reenactments of Civil War battles
or commemorative programs should be carried out in a dignified
manner and without the carnival atmosphere which had afflicted so
many earlier efforts. At the close of the Shaw ceremony, Dr.
Nevins remarked that the whole program was “in perfect taste.”

In addition to Dr. Nevins, some of those who attended were:
Congressman Fred Schwengel (Iowa), vice chairman of the Na-
tional Commission; Dr. Bell I. Wiley, author-historian from Emory
University, Georgia; Mrs. R. S. Bachman, National President of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy; Mrs. Webster Kefauver,
President of the Massachusetts Chapter of the UDC; Mrs. Harold
S. Hart, chairman of the committee which planned the dedication
and placing of the marker at Fort Warren; Carl Zenor, chairman
of the Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission, and many other
delegates to the National Assembly who stayed over another day to
attend the Shaw observance.

The program was enhanced by the 26th (Yankee) Division Band,
under the leadership of Bandmaster William M. Hall, and a color
guard from the Massachusetts Military Academy, both provided
through the cooperation of Major General Thomas L. Donnelly,
the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, and Brig. General Richard
E. McLaughlin, assistant adjutant general.

The Robert Gould Shaw House Chorus, under the direction of
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their chorus master, Darnley L. Corbin, added immeasurably to
the program with an appropriate selection of Civil War songs.

Taking part in the wreathlaying ceremony at the Shaw Memo-
rial with Governor Peabody and Mr. Catton were the Commission
Chairman, Sheriff Charles W. Hedges, Mr. Francis G. Shaw, Mrs.
Katheryn Frederick, descendant of a member of the 54th Massa-
chusetts Regiment, Professor George D. Blackwood, chairman of
the Education Committee of the Commission, and representatives
from various military installations in this area and from veterans
organizations.

Dr. Bell I. Wiley wrote to Governor Peabody later praising the
entire program: “The ceremony on Saturday morning honoring
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw was especially impressive. I was de-
lighted and heartened by the note of national unity that was
stressed throughout.”

Civil War History Seminar: As part of the Sixth National As-
sembly, a Civil War Seminar was conducted at Boston College on
Saturday, May 25, 1963, especially designed for secondary school
teachers and members of the interested public. Invitations were
extended to delegates attending the Assembly to participate in
this Seminar. During the morning session of the Seminar, three
well-known educators and authorities on the Civil War, Mr. Stanley
E. Butcher of Andover, Mr. Richard H. Fitzpatrick of Lexington,
and Mr. Thomas C. Higgins of Weymouth, presented their views
on teaching Civil War History in the schools. The guests attending
the Seminar then questioned the panel members on various aspects
of Civil War history and this led to a spirited and fruitful exchange
of educational views which was taped and later presented on radio
by Station WGBH-FM. Following the morning session, the partici-
pants of the Seminar had luncheon in Welch Dining Room, Boston
College, after which the noted author and lecturer, Bruce Catton,
addressed the Seminar with a paper on “Robert Gould Shaw.” This
was an eloquent and stirring address, pointing up the significance
of the heroism and sacrifice of Colonel Shaw, who led the 54th
Massachusetts (Negro) Regiment into battle. The address will be
an appendix to Volume IV of Massachusetts in the Civil War, due
to be published in early 1964.

Radio and Television Coverage: There was much interest shown
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by radio and television in the programs of the National Assembly,
the Shaw Observance, and the Civil War Seminar. Channel 4,
Station WBZ-TV, taped an interview by its well-known newscaster
Jim Jensen with Bruce Catton, which was used on a half-hour
evening program on Saturday, May 25. Channel 4 also did a
special half-hour program which featured a discussion of Robert
Gould Shaw between Allan Nevins and Bruce Catton, which was
shown on the ODYSSEY program, Sunday, May 26. Haywood
Vincent of Radio Station WEEI, whose daily “Vignettes” are
known to thousands of listeners in New England, broadcasted a
special vignette on Robert Gould Shaw, Wednesday, May 22. The
ceremonies at the Shaw Memorial and at Boston College were
widely shown on TV news programs and broadcasted on radio.

Gettysburg Centennial: On July 1-4, 1963, Governor Endicot Pea-
body represented the Commonwealth at the centennial ceremonies
commemorating the Battle of Gettysburg, at Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania. Because funds were extremely low, the Commission could
not plan a program to honor the thousands of Massachusetts men
who took part in the victory at Gettysburg the turning point
of the Civil War. But, the 9th Massachusetts Battery, whose en-
thusiastic members have taken part in many ceremonies and
parades since the centennial opened in 1961, volunteered to serve
as an escort to Governor Peabody for the exercises at Gettysburg,
including the dedication of the South Carolina memorial, rededica-
tions of the North Carolina and New Jersey memorials, and
placing a wreath at the monument erected on the battlefield in
honor of the original 9th Battery. The troops, under the command
of Charles K. Estano of Bolton, Massachusetts, were highly com-
mended by Governor Peabody for their patriotism and the time,
effort, and funds they have expended in taking part in so many
centennial programs.

Polish-American Civil War Centennial Observance: On October
12, 1963, the executive secretary of the Commission, Mary V.
Darcy, represented the Commission at a ceremony honoring Cap-
tain Gustave Magnitzsky, Polish Civil War hero who served with
the 20th Massachusetts Regiment. The program was planned
by the Massachusetts Federation of Polish-American Women’s
Clubs as part of their centennial observance, which included an
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exhibit at the Boston Public Library and a centennial ball.
Captain Magnitzsky came to America in 1861 and immedi-
ately enlisted with the Massachusetts troops. He was wounded
many times, but survived the war to come back to Boston and
join the law firm of Oliver Wendell Holmes his commanding
officer with the 20th Regiment.

1. The Commission recommends that sufficient funds be appro-
priated for the publication of Volume V, the final booklet in the
series, Massachusetts in the Civil War, and for its distribution in
the same manner as the preceding volumes. Bruce Catton, whose
preeminence as a Civil War historian is well known, has agreed to
write the epilogue to the completed history. Requests for these
booklets have been received from teachers and students through-
out the Commonwealth, and from all sections of the country and
abroad, and they have been commended by historians and scholars.
These publications are considered the primary effort of this Com-
mission and the one which will have the most lasting effect.

2. The Commission recommends that planning begin in 1964
for appropriate ceremonies in April of 1965 at the State House to
commemorate the end of the Civil War; for example, there might
be a “return of the flags” although this actually took place
later.

3. The Commission recommends that a sixth New England con-
ference of Civil War Centennial commissions should be held in
April or May of 1964 to continue the sectional meetings which
were initiated by the Massachusetts Commission in 1959. Each
of the New England states have held similar meetings in their
state capitols since the first conference, but it is recommended
that the sixth conference be conducted at Boston College because
the purpose of the gathering would be twofold: a. To discuss the
best methods of teaching the causes and effects of the Civil War
along with the commemoration; b. To discuss ways in which the
commemoration of that terrible conflict might help to further the
goals for which so many fought and died.

4. The Commission recommends that a brief history of the 9th
Massachusetts Regiment, the first Irish regiment raised in Massa-

RECOMMENDATIONS
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chusetts with the express permission of Governor Andrew, be pre-
pared and distributed. The regiment took part in many important
engagements (carrying the Irish flag as well as the national and
State colors) during its three-year enlistment period from June 11,
1861 until June 21, 1864.

The principal activities of the Commission during 1963 were the
Sixth National Assembly of Civil War Centennial Commissions,
held in Boston May 22-24, the commemoration of Colonel Robert
Gould Shaw and the 54th Massachusetts Regiment on May 25, and
the publishing and distribution of Volume 111 of MASSACHU-
SETTS IN THE CIVIL WAR.

The Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Commission believes
that the best method of commemorating the Civil War is by not
only recalling the outstanding persons and events of that period
and instilling in all citizens a knowledge and understanding of the
causes and effects of the conflict, but by taking part in the efforts
to solve the present-day problems which are a continuation of the
differences that led to the Civil War: whether the people of the
United States can not only die to preserve the principles embodied
in the Constitution, but live up to them as well.

One cannot summarize a report of the centennial year of 1963
without paying heed to the assassination of the President of the
United States, a son of Massachusetts whose tragic death over-
shadowed every other event, historical or otherwise.

In the introduction to the book about the assassination of Presi-
dent John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Four Days, published by United
Press-International and American Heritage, Bruce Catton said:
“What John F. Kennedy left us was most of all an attitude. To put
it in the simplest terms, he looked ahead. He knew no more than
anyone else what the future was going to be like, but he did know
that there was where we ought to be looking.”

John F. Kennedy also knew that a knowledge of the past was
the key to confidence in the future. In his famed “city upon a hill”
speech to the Massachusetts General Court, he spoke with pride of
what Massachusetts has given to this nation and promised that he,
too, would do his utmost to carry on that tradition.

SUMMARY
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There have been many suggestions made as to memorials to our
martyred son of Massachusetts, some worthy of what he left us and
others not. We would suggest that as a fitting memorial to the
ideals and goals of John Kennedy, Massachusetts might again
serve “as a model to others” by emphasizing its common heritage
rather than its divergent ethnic groups; by stressing the importance
of education in the same manner as our forefathers did when they
established the 'first public school rather than considering it of
lesser importance than many material benefits; and by exerting
moral leadership in every aspect of community life rather than fol-
lowing the too prevalent attitude of “what’s in it for me.”

Mr. Catton said in his introductory: “The President who called
on us to stop thinking about what our country could do for us and
to think instead about what we could do for our country may or
may not have given us specific programs that would embody that
ideal in actual practices; the point is that he wrenched us out of
ourselves and compelled us to meditate about the whole that is
greater than the sum of its parts. From the beginning, the whole of
our American experiment has been made up of an infinite number
of aspirations and unremembered bits of heroism, devotion, and
hope, lodged in the herats of inumerable separate Americans. When
all of these are brought together, the nation goes forward.

“That, in the last analysis, is the faith America has wanted to live
by. We are always uneasy when we find ourselves keeping our
noblest ideals in mothballs, carefully shielded from contact with the
workaday world; deep in our hearts we know that we are supposed
to take them out and work for them even if contact with harsh
reality occasionally knocks chips off of them here and there.
Whether this man knew the best ways to put our ideals into practi-
cal use is a secondary consideration now. He did think that we
ought to try our best to do something about them, and that belief
his death did not take away from us. . .

.”

Therefore, the people of Massachusetts could pay tribute to the
memory of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy by learning more
about the past of this Commonwealth and the great leaders it gave
to this nation, and by striving to live by the ideals which guided
them and this nation to greatness; then his death will not have been
in vain.
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It is hoped that through the activities of the Civil War Centennial
Commission the citizens of the Commonwealth will gain an appreci-
ation and understanding of the trials and triumphs of the Civil War
and, thereby, gain an historical awareness which President Kennedy
believed was a key responsibility of American citizens.



SENATE —No. 635.1964.] 21

Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts
May 22, 1963

We arrive here to find a rich feast awaiting us, and for this feast
we must thank many people. We thank the Program Committee
who poured thought and imagination as well as labor into the
preparation of our fare; we thank the busy men and women who
have spared time to contribute their special knowledge and experi-
ence; we thank our hosts of New England, of Massachusetts, and of
Boston.

On that name Boston we would fain pause a moment, and make
due acknowledgment to the city in which we stand; a city with
such a lustrous record in war, in politics, in literature, and in art,
that we who come from outside are awed and entranced by the
privilege of kind reception here.

Even the poorest-read of us know the storied past of the city of
three hills which, said Oliver Wendell Holmes, would yet rival
Italy’s city of seven hills. We know how the winding streets of
Boston were laid out, not by cows, but by the brindled bull of Par-
son William Blackstone; the Blackstone who sold the infant settle-
ment most of Boston Common. We know how in early days when
the Puritan temper was stiff, not only pirates but Quakers were
hanged in Boston, and men were whipped for being tipsy or kissing
their wives in the streets. We know how before the Revolution Bos-
ton became one of the great ports of the world, clearing more than
a thousand ships annually. We know how in provincial days Boston
militia companies used to parade on the Common for the King’s
birthday; how British troops drilled and cut down trees there when
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brought under siege by General Washington; and how a great num-
ber of the British soldiers who fell at Bunker Hill on a June day
in 1775 were buried in trenches at the foot of the Common.

We know that it was in the Park Street Church that our national
hymn “America” was first sung, in 1807, and that the same year
the Athenaeum library, founded by “two bushels of books,” opened
its doors in what is now Scollay Square. We know how when
President Jackson came to Boston in 1833, and he and his Cabinet
mounted for the great parade, the boom of artillery made Van
Buren’s steed so uncontrollable that he backed until he came
against the posts and pickets separating the Mall from the Com-
mon; so that when Jackson exclaimed, “Why, where’s the Vice
President?” Josiah Quincy replied: “About as near on the fence
as a man of his positive opinions can get!” We know that 20,000
men and women flocked to Boston Common to see Elmer Ells-
worth’s Zouaves drill; and that the Second Battalion of Massachu-
setts Infantry, in a march across Boston in 1862, sang “John
Brown’s War Hymn” into national currency. We know at least
part of what Longfellow, Lowell, and Whittier, and Hawthorne,
Holmes, and Howells, wrote of the town they loved so well.

It is a privilege to come to a city which has built such a unique
image in the American mind. Even Californians and Carolinians
are familiar with most of the good stories about the Bostonians
about the Adamses, who could always say “even a gracious thing in
an ungracious way;” about the Higginsons and Lowells who arrived
from Newburyport inclined to be sociable, but “got some Cabot
wives who soon shut them up;” about Mrs. Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner, who drank beer at symphony concerts, walked down Tremont
Street with a lion on a leash, and had Sargent paint her portrait
with such accentuation of the figure that she hid it for the rest of
her life. We are familiar with Dave Walsh, James Michael Curley,
and “Honey Fitz,” predecessors in a way of a much greater leader,
John F. Kennedy. We know the old jest about Nahant as “cold
roast Boston.” We have heard about the Watch and Ward Society,
and its ban upon books by Sinclair Lewis, John Dos Passos, Ernest
Hemingway, and William Faulkner. We have been told of the sign
in the Athenaeum library, “Feet off the tables,” and the other
sign in the Union Club of Boston, “Only low talk permitted.”
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But we are also sufficiently schooled to know that it is not in
the projection of this colorful image that the chief glory of Boston
lies. Its larger fame rests upon all it has done for the national mind
and spirit. Children in New England, declared Emerson, were born
with knots in their brains. They grew up, said Oliver Wendell
Holmes, toughened by their hard environment; they learned logic
from the salt cod of the bay, rhetoric from the Beverly beans, and
poetry from the keen east wind. They learned a great deal also
from Harvard, from the wonderful line of divines stretching from
Cotton Mather down to Theodore Parker, Phillips Brooks, and
Bishop William Lawrence, and from the astonishing breed of Bos-
ton women beginning with Anne Hutchinson, Abigail Adams, and
Margaret Fuller. The most memorable achievement of Boston
was not that it threw the tea into the harbor and sent the 54th
Massachusetts with many other gallant units off to war, but
that, as Holmes well said, it opened new turnpikes into the intel-
lect and soul of the republic.

For Boston, from the days of the first Winthrop and first Endi-
cott, has always been a town of great causes passionately held. It
is the town in which Sam and John Adams made their zeal for
liberty a flame seen afar; the town in which William Lloyd Garri-
son proclaimed, “I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising
as justice. . . . And I will be heard;” the town in which Harriet
Beecher Stowe brought out Uncle Tom’s Cabin as a best-selling
book. Even its lost causes, like Brook Farm and Transcendentalism,
are testimonials to its unquenchable ambition for a better world
an ambition that has given most of its institutions, from the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital to the Boston Public Library that George
Ticknor helped found, a superior quality. We salute Boston, and all
her glories, material, intellectual, and spiritual; all her leaders great
in ideas and enthusiasm; all the men she lent other cities, like Ben
Franklin; and all her achievements from fishballs and Parker House
rolls to women’s rights and emancipation.

And now we turn to our business.
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His Excellency, GOVERNOR ENDICOTT PEABODY
at the

Commemoration honoring Colonel Robert Gould Shaw
and the 54th Massachusetts Regiment

State House, Boston, May 25, 1963

This morning we look back to the day almost exactly one hundred
years ago when Governor John A. Andrew stood before this State
House to address a departing regiment. On that occasion, Governor
Andrew said; “I know not, Mr. Commander, where in all human
history to any given thousand men in arms there has been com-
mitted a work at once so proud, so precious and so full of hope and
glory as the work committed to you.” For this was no ordinary
regiment this was the 54th Massachusetts.

On the news of its formation shortly before, the South had an-
nounced it would treat the officers and men of the 54th as inciters of
rebellion by the slaves. This meant prisoners would not be taken,
and any that were captured would be tried and condemned to death.

The Emancipation Proclamation had given freedom to the Negro,
but it was the Commonwealth of Massachusetts which gave him
the chance to fight bravely for that freedom. At the head of the
new regiment, as a kind of symbol of the best in Massachusetts
tradition, marched white officers tested in battle, headed by a
twenty-five year old Colonel, Robert Gould Shaw.

In spite of the warning of the Confederacy, and in spite of the
fact that the Government refused to pay the Negro soldiers as
well as the white men already in the army, Negros from Massa-
chusetts and elsewhere flocked to enlist. Their story is a milestone
in the long fight to make the Negro a full citizen in every sense of
the word, an American equal to all other Americans.
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Together, the Negro troops and their white officers gave to the
nation and the world one of the finest examples of the courage of
patriot soldiers ever seen. The fact that Colonel Shaw fell during
the assult on Fort Wagner in July of 1863, and was buried among
his men, is symbolic of the unity of colored men and white men, of
all Americans, and of the high ideals on which the republic was
founded and for which Robert Gould Shaw and the men of the 54th
killed in the Civil War died.

One of those great and high ideals is justice under the law. At a
crucial moment, when some of the Negro soldiers who had been
captured and placed on trial seemed to be facing certain death, two
South Carolina lawyers stepped forward to defend them. Believing
in law and in justice in much the same way as Shaw had, these
men represented also the high traditions of Americanism even dur-
ing the terrible trials of war.

No one who has examined it needs to be told that the Shaw monu
ment, with the moving inscriptions upon it to Colonel Shaw written
by James Russell Lowell, and to the white officers and the Negro
rank and file who volunteered when disaster clouded the union
cause written by Charles W. Eliot, is a great work. Into it Augustus
St. Gaudens poured twelve years of love and devotion. There in
noble bronze facing this State House march the men who proved
that they could die for freedom, and would do so, no matter what
obstacles were put in their path.

It is fitting that the Freedom Trail passes this, perhaps the
greatest of the many Massachusetts monuments to freedom.
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Robert Gould Shaw Commemoration

State House, Boston
May 25, 1963

The most obvious fact about Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and
the 54th Massachusetts Infantry is that they were defeated. Colonel
Shaw and many of his men died on the flame-swept ramparts of
Battery Wagner; their assault failed; by all ordinary standards,
they were beaten hopelessly.

And yet of course they were not really beaten. They won some-
thing something priceless and permanent. And the point that
makes this ceremony of commemoration worth our while is that
what they won they won for us, here today. What they won still
lives, and we are a part of it. They won, not merely an end to hu-
man slavery, but a broader concept of human freedom.

Under everything else they were fighting for the notion that
freedom means the full equality of all of the races of man. They
were not simply trying to free the colored man from bondage; they
were fighting for his acceptance for the recognition of the rights
and dignity of all men everywhere. That is what is so significant
to us today.

If our observance of their centennial this morning is to have any
meaning at all, we ourselves have got to recognize our continuing
responsibility. Colonel Shaw and the men of the 54th Massachusetts
were not just fighting to destroy the institution of Negro slavery.
They were fighting for us for you and me here today, for us
fortunate people who have all the rights and privileges that go
with membership in the American family.
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As happened so often, Abraham Lincoln expressed it perfectly.
In his message to the Congress in December, 1862, he put it this
way: “We even we here hold the power and bear the respon-
sibility. In giving freedom to the slave we assure freedom to the
free honorable alike in what we give and what we preserve. We
shall nobly save or meanly lose the last best hope of the earth.”

We are no longer concerned with the institution of chattel
slavery. That is gone from our country forever. But we are con-
cerned with the cruel heritage that comes down from it second-
class citizenship. It is our responsibility it is in our own im-
mediate self-interest to see that that also is abolished from our
land for all time to come.

This garment of freedom that we wear so proudly is a seamless
robe. Cut it any where and you ruin all of it. If there can be a
second-class citizenship anywhere in America if the notion that
one group of people is somehow superior to another group can be
enforced for one part of our countrymen then all of us are in
danger. Infringe the rights and privileges of any one in America
and you threaten the rights and privileges of everyone else in
America. You and I are not safe, if everyone is not safe. What can
be enforced against the least fortunate of our fellow citizens can
also be enforced against us.

It is interesting to see how Robert Gould Shaw went about his
task. Colonel Shaw was an aristocrat, a man who had everything
to lose and nothing to gain, a man of family and position and
wealth. He went among people who had nothing at all; the men
just freed from bondage, who were not yet even accepted as people
with rights that had to be respected. He identified his own hu-
manity with theirs. The point of his whole struggle was to help
these colored people to prove, one and for all, that they were en-
titled to take their places as equals in the great family of man.

On that night when the 54th Regiment made its doomed assault
on Battery Wagner, Colonel Shaw passed along the ranks of his
men just before the charge was made. He had one final word for
them. “Now I want you to prove that you are men.” Men
not chattels, bits of property, held on the level of the ox and the
mule, but immortal sons of the living God. Under his leadership,
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responding to the aspiration that was in their own hearts, they
did prove it. Because they did, all of us today are better people.

In the book of Ecclesiastes it is written that the spirit of man
goeth upward, but that the spirit of the beast goeth downward
into the earth. We in our generation have seen the spirit of the
beast going abroad in the land, in our own country and all over
the globe. By this time we know something about how it proceeds.
It makes its dreadful advance in three stages.

The first stage is very simple, homely and familiar. It begins
with people like you and me: begins in our own hearts and minds.
We say: No, I do not want to live on that particular street if
I do I may have to live next door to people who are somehow in-
ferior to me. My children may have to go to school with their
children. I may have to sit beside those people in restaurants or
in theatres, I may have to rub elbows with them in the same stores,
visit parks which they also visit, travel on buses or trains in the
next seat to them. I will not do it.

The next stage brings people to the point where they turn police
dogs on school children, or send state troopers out to blackjack
unoffending citizens who are sitting on their own front steps. The
third stage leads us straight up to the men in black uniforms and
shiny boots who stand guard at the gates of Buchenwald and
Auschwitz.

If we take the first step, we have no certainty whatever that
someone else will not eventually take the last. That is where the
spirit of the beast goes.

Whatever we do about this, let us not be too self-righteous about
it. Every decent American is bound to feel sick at heart when he
considers what has happened recently in Birmingham. But I sug-
gest that instead of looking too fixedly at Birmingham we look
around us here, right in our own neighborhoods. What has hap-
pened there is abominable but are we our selves without fault?

I suggest that we would not have to walk more than a short mile
from this spot where we are meeting this morning to find plenty
of places where some human being’s right to a full, free, happy
life is diminished because of the color of his skin or the way he
pronounces his name. We do not need to go a thousand miles from
Boston Common to see prejudice, discrimination and cruelty in
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operation. If we are to live up to the noble example of the soldiers
whose memory we honor this morning, we can begin right at home,
in our own city and our own state.

At least we can reach into our own hearts and wrench out
everything that may stand between us and complete acceptance of
the eternal brotherhood of man. At least we can stand up and be
counted on all of this. At the very least, when we see discrimina-
tion practiced in our own back yards we can raise our voices and
assert: This, in my own city and my own state, I will not have.
That much all of us can do. That much all of us must do.

We know by now where the spirit of the beast goes. We know
by looking at it. But the spirit of man, let us always remember,
goeth upward. Robert Gould Shaw and the men of the 54th Massa-
chusetts followed it. It led them upward up the steep ramparts
of Battery Wagner, to death and an everlasting transfiguration.

If our ceremony today has any meaning at all, we must make
up our minds to follow the spirit they followed upward.
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Remarks Dr. Daniel W. Hollis
Member of the South Carolina Confederate Centennial Commission

and of
The Faculty, University of South Carolina

May 25, 1963

Mr. Chairman, Governor Peabody, honored guests. First let
me express my pleasure at being present on this occasion. In
America today we need to reach across the barriers that have at
times divided us. This commemoration honoring a dedicated
soldier and patriot such as Robert Gould Shaw demonstrates the
Civil War Centennial at its best, and I am honored to represent
South Carolina on this occasion.

If you will excuse a purely personal note, this is my first visit
to your historic city. As a student of American history I have
thrilled to walk your streets and to visit the sites where the
Adamses, Revere, Hancock, Webster and others made their mighty
contributions to our nation’s development.

Perhaps no two American states have been more divided in
outlook than ours. True, during the American Revolution South
Carolina’s Christopher Gadsden, William Henry Drayton, and John
Rutledge made common cause with Samuel and John Adams and
James Otis in opposing British rule. Let us also recall that the
South Carolina and Massachusetts Federalists were staunch allies
in framing and adopting the Constitution, and that John Adams
was at various times a candidate for president on the same ticket
with Thomas Pinckney and C. C. Pinckney.

But a deep cleavage developed about the time of the War of
1812, a division caused by economic, philosophical, and sociological
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issues. South Carolina’s nationalistic supporters of Jefferson and
Madison indignantly denounced your espousal of states rights at the
Hartford Convention, but ironically enough, when Hayne and
Webster staged their momentous debate fifteen years later our
states had switched positions. John C. Calhoun and John Q. Adams
approached issues from entirely different concepts, and the gulf
was even wider between men such as Robert Barnwell Rhett and
Henry Wilson. Need we even mention Preston Brooks and Charles
Sumner?

Nevertheless, divided as we may have been in the past, we have
learned to appreciate each others’ virtues. When Charleston in
1910 dedicated a monument to Calhoun, the speaker for the occa-
sion was Henry Cabot Lodge. Despite the fact that the Massa-
chusetts senator and his ancestors had disapproved of almost every-
thing that Calhoun stood for, Lodge paid high tribute to the intel-
lect, courage, and statesmanship of the South Carolinian.

And so, in the spirit of Senator Lodge, we salute your brave
colonel. Robert Gould Shaw, 25 years of age, was a Boston Brahmin
who had all the advantages of culture and wealth, including a
Harvard education and European travel. Nevertheless, he did not
hesitate to brave prejudice and ridicule, and he sacrificed his life
to pursue a course in which he believed.

Colonel Shaw’s method of solving the complicated sociological
problem of slavery may have been abhorrent to the people of my
state, just as the “peculiar institution” was abhorrent to him; but
we can all admire the nobility of his purpose and the high courage
with which he marched to his death in the 1863 assaults upon
Charleston.

A man of tolerance and broad vision, Colonel Shaw rose above
vindictiveness and bigotry. On one occasion he protested the need-
less burning of a South Carolina village, and he wrote that he had
no sympathy for expressions among some of his comrades that it
was “the will of God that Southerners should be swept from the
earth.”

In a message to Congress delivered just slightly more than 100
years ago (December 1862, when Union fortunes were at a low ebb,
President Lincoln uttered those matchless words: “Fellow Citizens,
we cannot escape history, we . . . will be remembered in spite of
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ourselves . . . We shall nobly save or meanly lose the last, best
hope of the earth.” My friends, in the great crisis that confronts
the world today, it still is. Let us, Massachusetts and South
Carolina, learning and profiting from the courage and sacrifice of
our Civil War predecessors, clasp hands and rededicate ourselves
to the United States of America, “the last, best hope of the earth.”


