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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE
TO AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BROCKTON TO

EXTEND ITS SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY

To the General Court of Massachusetts:

By Chapter 33 of the Resolves of 1963 a special, unpaid Commis-
sion was established and authorized to make an investigation and
study of the subject matter of House Document No. 2969 of 1963,
relative to authorizing the city of Brockton to extend its source of
water supply.

The Commission has held ten meetings. The first meeting was
held on September 18, 1963, at which time the Commission was
organized and conducted a field trip to the sites of the four ponds
and two brooks referred to in House No. 2969. Visits were also
made at the gravel-packed wells of the town of Pembroke.

The detailed results of the study of this Commission is contained
later in this report, but the major conclusions are summarized as
follows:

(1) The water supply, recreational, and economic problems in
the area under consideration are such that it is necessary to estab-
lish a Central Plymouth County Water District to control divisions
of surplus water from certain ponds in the area to Silver Lake for
water supply purposes. The need for such diversion is critical and
cannot be postponed.

(2) The quality of water of sources which can reasonably be di-
verted to Silver Lake is such that it will be necessary for the city
of Brockton to proceed immediately with the design and construc-
tion of a water filtration plant at Silver Lake, in order to provide
water of suitable quality to the consumers now being served and
to protect the recreational activities and uses by the cranberry
industry of sources from which surplus waters are to be diverted.

(3) The diversions proposed will increase the safe yield of Silver

OlJjf CUnmmmtutraltff nf iWaaaaiijujartta

SUMMARY
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Lake from about 4.5 million gallons per day to about 12 million
gallons per day, which should meet the needs of Brockton and the
towns it supplies until the year 1990.

(4) The area of the State under consideration in this study has
great potential growth and apparent lack of adequate natural water
resources. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that studies
be initiated immediately of the water supply needs and resources of
Plymouth County and the adjacent portions of Norfolk County.

History of Brockton Water Supply
The water supply of the city of Brockton is derived from two

sources: Avon Reservoir, which was constructed in the year 1880,
having a capacity of 309 million gallons and an estimated safe yield
of 1.5 million gallons per day. As the need for additional water
for the City of Brockton increased, the city was authorized in 1889
by Chapter 356 to take the waters of Silver Lake in the towns of
Plympton, Kingston, Halifax and Pembroke. The pumping station
and pipelines from Silver Lake were completed in 1904. Silver Lake
has a total storage capacity of 5,400 million gallons and a safe yield
of about 4.5 milliongallons per day.

For the past ten years the water consumption of the city ofBrock-
ton has exceeded the safe yield of its two sources of supply. More-
over, because of the poor quality of Avon Reservoir, that source
has been used but little, thus creating a severe drain on Silver Lake.
On January 1, 1964, the elevation of Silver Lake was about 104
inches below its high water elevation leaving only 3740 million
gallons in storage, and only 1150 million gallons above the water
works intake. With this very low elevation it is apparent that there
is considerable ground water seepage into Silver Lake from areas
outside the surficial watershed. This, without doubt, has decreased
the ground water table in the entire area, and if continued, will
decrease the yield of both public and private wells from Hanover
to Kingston. It is the opinion of this Commission that if the draft
from Silver Lake continues as it has during the past five years the
elevation of Silver Lake will never return to its high-water eleva-
tion without the diversion of water from other sources. Avon
Reservoir has been used almost exclusively since early in January

Brockton Water Consumption
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1964. Since that time Silver Lake has recovered to an elevation
about 85 inches below high water. A return to the use of Silver
Lake will be necessary in a very few months to meet needed water
demands.

Even with the complete use of Avon Reservoir, which because of
its poor quality requires treatment, the water supply sources now
available to Brockton will, on a safe yield basis, deliver only 75 per
cent of its present water needs. The following tabulations show the
water consumption of the city of Brockton and the towns it supplies
from the years 1955 through 1963:

TABLE I

Brockton plus Towns Supplied

Av. Daily Cons. Max. Daily Per Cent
M.G.D. M.G. No. Services Metered

(Brockton only)
1950 3.75 5.703 13,130 95
1955 6.48 10.124 14,455 1006.48 10.124 14,455 100
1960 7.75 13.450 16,088 100
1962 7.65 11.225 17,603 1007.65 11.225 17,603 100
1963 7.78*

Whitman
1950 .438 2,300 100
1955 3,000 100
1957 .538 3,200 100,538 3,200 100
1963 .429 3,300 100
*Preliminary

East Bridgewater

Avg. Daily Cons. Max. Daily Per Cent
M. O. D. M. G. No. Services Metered

1950 .318 1,152 93
1957 .387 1,415 91.387 1,415 91
1961 .387 1,650 97
1963 .319 1,800 95

Hanson
1952 .242 84786
1955 .323 95.6819
1960 .304 98923
1962 .321
1963 .310 1,171 95

Halifax
1952 .066 172
1955 .023 150 IDO
1958 .031 200 100
1963 .073 87
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The extremely low elevation of Silver Lake has exposed large
areas of lake bottom which have promoted the growth of weeds and
the development of miscroscopic organisms. This has caused a ser-
ious deterioration in water quality as evidenced by the turbidity,
color and microscopic growth in the water of the lake. The follow-
ing tabulation shows the water quality of Silver Lake from 1958
through 1963 and a comparison with the quality of water from
Avon Reservoir:

Water Quality—Silver Lake

Turbidity Color Microscopic
Std. Units per ml.ppmppm

3 81958
1960 2 6 200 - 400

200 - 400
100 - 600

1961 2 14
1962 2 13
1963 3 19

1000 - 10,000Oct. - Dec. ’63 20 16
Range (12 - 30) (12 - 22) (11,700)

Water Quality —• Avon Reservoir

Turbidity Color Microscopic
Std. Units per ml.ppm ppm

1963 20004510

For many years the city of Brockton supplied water to the towns
of Hanson, Pembroke, East Bridgewater, Whitman, Easton and
West Bridgewater. Some years ago the town of Easton developed
its own sources as did the town of West Bridgewater so that the
city of Brockton no longer supplies those two communities except
for very small areas. The town of Pembroke also has developed its
own source of water supply so that only a very small portion of
Pembroke now continues to be supplied by Brockton. Since 1950,
the town of Halifax has been supplied with water by the city of
Brockton.

Pembroke Water Supply

In 1952, the town of Pembroke made studies for the development

TABLE II
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of ground water supply to supply itself with water. A great deal
of ground water exploration has been undertaken by Pembroke at
considerable expense to the town and, as a result of the explora-
tions, two gravel-packed wells have been developed, one having a
capacity of 540 gallons per minute, and the other having a capacity
of about 720 gallons per minute. No other suitable sites have yet
been found for Pembroke but explorations are still being carried
out. It is estimated that the 1980 population of Pembroke will be
about 12,000and at that time the demands for the maximum week’s
consumption would be about 1.7 million gallons per day. It is recog-
nized by the Commission that further water supply developments
by Pembroke will be somewhat limited by the number of cranberry
bogs in the area and it may be necessary to develop surface water
supply sources or impede the growth of the town.

TABLE 111

Pembroke

Avg. Daily Cons. Max. Daily Per Cent
M. G. D. M. G. No. Services Metered

1953 .162
1956 .162 1101 100
1960 .185 .554 1386 90
1962 .260 .670 1613 99
1963

The town of Kingston has had a water supply system since the year
1886. The water supply system has grown considerably since that
time, and at present the town has four sources of water supply con-
sisting of tubular wells and three gravel-packed wells. The town
has been diligent in exploring for additional sources of water supply
to meet its needs. The most recent water supply source developed is
a gravel packed well off Winthrop Street which has a yield of about
500 gallons per minute. The water consumption of the town of
Kingston has increased from 327,000 gallons per day in 1950 to
517,000 gallons per day in 1963. The Commission is of the opinion
that the Howard and Pine Brook watersheds may be logical areas
for study for the future water supply needs of Kingston and the
water of those brooks should not, at this time, be diverted to Silver
Lake.

Kingston Water Supply



[Mar.SENATE —No. 745.8

TABLE IV

Kingston

Avg. Daily Cons. Max. Daily Per Cent
M. G. D. M. G. No. Services Metered

1950 .327 .954 845 1.5
1955 .448 1.347 1008 1.4
1960 .448 1.456 1065 3.8
1962 .491 1.239 1075 4.0
1963 .517 1811 2.2

The town of East Bridgewater, although still continuing to be
supplied by Brockton, is, at present, making studies to develop a
ground water supply of its own. The towns of Halifax and Whit-
man are each asking for an appropriation of five thousand dollars
to study for ground water supplies in their own communities. Han-
son is also seeking an appropriation for similar purposes. The town
of Plympton at present has no public water supply system but town
officials have been giving the matter serious discussion.

From the discussions and the field examinations which this Com-
mission has made, it is obvious that the water resources in the area
under consideration are a regional problem and that the only fair
way to protect the communities in that area is the establishment of
a regional water district. A recent survey made by the Plymouth
County Selectmen’s Association indicates that 90 per cent of the
municipalities of Plymouth County are of the opinion that they
must protect their own water resources and rights and that the
majority favor the establishment of a water district so that each
municipality would have a fair share of the water resources in that
area.

It is also apparent that certain municipalities in the adjacent
portions of Norfolk County also have water supply problems and,
in the future, may need the resources established and developed by
such a district. At the several meetings of the Commission a num-
ber of suggestions have been made as to proper sources which could
be developed to satisfy the needs of the city of Brockton. Among
these suggestions have been the development of Cleveland Pond

Establishment of a District
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in Abington and a study for ground water resources. While this
Commission does not feel that either of these two would answer
the immediate needs of the city of Brockton, it is of the opinion
that they are a part of the study which should be made of the water
resources in the entire area.
Recommendations

The Commission strongly urges that there be created a Central
Plymouth County Water District Commission which with the as-
sistance of the Water Resources Commission, shall study the water
supply needs and resources of Plymouth County and the adjacent
portions of Norfolk County. This Commission cannot stress too
strongly the need for such a study because of the water supply
needs in that fast growing section of the Commonwealth and the
apparent lack of adequate natural water resources. An adequate
appropriation is needed to carry out such a study. It is recom-
mended that in the study, priority be given to a study of Cleveland
Pond in Abington to determine its feasibility as an additional source
of water supply for the city of Brockton. It is apparent that the
quality of water of that source is such as to require treatment. The
study should include the ways and means of the treatment necessary
to deliver a water of suitable quality to Brockton.

The Commission is convinced that Oldham Pond, Furnace Pond
and Monponsett Pond should continue to be used for recreational
purposes and any diversion of surplus water from those sources
should not in any way affect their recreational use or the use of
the waters by the cranberry industry. The Commission is also of
the opinion that the diversion of surplus waters from those sources
into Silver Lake will cause a deterioration in the quality of Silver
Lake. For that reason it is obvious that it will be necessary for the
city of Brockton to proceed immediately with the design and con-
struction of complete filtration works at Silver Lake in order to
supply water of suitable quality to the water consumers of Brock-
ton and surrounding towns. This was considered by consulting en-
gineers engaged by the city of Brockton in 1928, who recommended
at that time, diversion of water from Pine and Howard Brooks and
construction of a filtration plant at Silver Lake by the year 1955.

The attention of the General Court is called to Senate No. 860 of
1955 which contains a report of the Metropolitan District Commis-
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sion relative to extension of its water distributing mains into the
cities and towns of Plymouth and Bristol Counties. In that report
it is estimated that the cost per million gallons of water to the com-
munity supplied for a partial demand would be approximately 332
dollars per million gallons. While this might seem excessive, it is
possible that with the water supply demand and the lack of water
resources in that area it may be the only solution to the problem.
This is a matter which should be carefully studied by the district as
established by the General Court. Before the Metropolitan District
Commission would be in a position to supply water to this area the
diversion from the Millers River would have to be accomplished as
well as improvements to the distribution system to the area south
of Boston. Water, therefore, from the Metropolitan works will
probably not be available within a fifteen or twenty year period.
Inasmuch as the city of Brockton is in dire need of additional water
at the present time, it is important that it be authorized to divert
surplus water from Furnace Pond and the Monponsett Ponds as
early as possible.

There is attached hereto a draft of proposed legislation author-
izing the establishment of a Central Plymouth County Water Dis-
trict and authorizing the city of Brockton to extend its source of
water supply. Since this is a regional problem it is anticipated that
the District in the future might purchase the works authorized by
this Act from the city of Brockton, and thereby become entitled
to all its rights and privileges as well as subject to all the duties and
liabilities granted to the city of Brockton by the Act. This is pro-
vided in Section 2D of the attached proposed legislation. It is not
anticipated that at the present time, the cities and towns involved
are in a financial position to expend money to purchase the neces-
sary rights or to establish works and distribute water. The District,
however, in the beginning should have control of the sources from
which surplus water is to be diverted by the city of Brockton in
order to insure that there will be no restriction on the use of the
waters of Oldham Pond, Furnace Pond and Monponsett Ponds for
recreational uses or the use of waters by the cranberry industry.
The economics of that area of the Commonwealth are dependent

Proposed Legislation
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upon such use of those resources. Provisions to protect those rights
are included in the proposed legislation attached.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES L. CHERRY
MALCOLM E. GRAF
CHARLES H. McNAMARA
JOHN J. MOORE
ALVIN JACK SIMS
REGINALD T. COLE
ROBERT C. ANDREWS
CLINTON G. BRADSHAW
PHILIP E. CAREY

NOTE: At the time of signing this report, two members of the
Commission, Mr. Henry H. Holden of Pembroke and Mr.
Francis E. Devlin of Halifax were not authorized by
their respective towns to sign the report. By unanimous
vote of the Commission at its meeting on March 18, 1964,
the following letters explaining the vote of the town of
Pembroke and the town of Halifax on this matter are here-
by made a part of this report.

JAMES W. DENNETT
RALPH M. SOULE
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An Act establishing a central Plymouth county water dis-
trict AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BROCKTON TO EXTEND ITS
SOURCE OF WATER.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to establish immediately a Central
3 Plymouth County Water District and to authorize immediately
4 the City of Brockton to extend its source of water supply;
5 therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-6 sary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

Geneml Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established a Central Plymouth
2 County Water District, hereinafter called the District, for the
3 purpose of allocating the water resources of a portion of
4 Plymouth County, consisting of the City of Brockton and the
5 towns of East Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanson, Kingston, Pem-
6 broke, Plympton, and Whitman for public water supply.

1 Section 2. The district shall be under the direction of a
2 commission consisting of three commissioners, hereinafter
3 called the commission, which shall be appointed by an advisory
4 board consisting of a member or designee of the board of select-
-5 men of each of the respective towns named in Section One of
6 this Act and of any additional towns which may later become
7 a part of the district, the Mayor of the City of Brockton or
8 his designee, and a member of the Brockton City Council to be
9 appointed by the Mayor. The initial appointment of the said

10 commissioners shall be as follows: one commissioner to be ap-
-11 pointed for a term of two years, and one commissioner for a
12 term of three years. Thereafter all appointments shall be for

APPENDIX A
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13 a term of three years except to fill out an unexpired term. Said
14 commissioners shall serve without compensation until such
15 time as the City of Brockton may cede ownership in its water
16 supply facilities to said district. A commissioner may be re-
-17 moved from office for cause and after a hearing by a vote of
18 three-fourths of the membership of the advisory board. Any
19 vacancy in the office of commissioner shall be filled by the
20 advisory board within three months. The advisory board shall
21 serve without compensation and shall meet on the first Monday
22 of the months of May and November or oftener as required.
23 It shall elect annually a chairman and secretary from its mem-
-24 bership and shall keep records of its deliberations, actions and
25 recommendations to the commission.

26 The commission shall meet no later than one month after
27 all appointments have been made and said commission at its
28 first meeting and annually thereafter, on or before the first
29 Monday in May, shall elect one of its members to serve as
30 chairman of the commission.

1 Section 3. The commission is hereby authorized and di-
-2 rected to investigate available surface and subsurface sources
3 of water supply for the District and allocation of said supplies
4 within the District, and shall study the water supply needs and
5 resources of Plymouth County and the adjacent portions of Nor-
-6 folk County, with priority given to the study Cleveland Pond
7 in Abington, and to ground water in the city of Brockton and
8 the towns of Hanson, Halifax, East Bridgewater and Whitman.

1 Section 4. The Commission shall forthwith proceed to in-
-2 vestigate and consider this subject and said investigations shall
3 be done in cooperation with and with the advice of the Massa-
-4 chusetts Department of Public Health and the Massachusetts
5 Water Resources Commission and all other State departments
6 affected. The Commission shall investigate all pertinent matters
7 relating to the quantity of water required, the quantity of water
8 to be obtained from available sources, its quality, the best me-
-9 thod of protecting the purity of the water, the construction,

10 operation and maintenance of the works for storing, conveying
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11 or purifying the water and the cost of the same, the damages to
12 property and ail other matters pertaining to the subject.

1 Section 5. The said Commission may employ such engi-
-2 neering and other assistance and to incur such expenses as may
3 be necessary for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

1 Section 6. The said Commission shall report fully with
2 plans and estimates to the legislature on or before the fourth
3 Wednesday in January in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-
-4 six and shall append to its report drafts of bills intended to
5 accomplish the recommendations of the Commission.

1 Section 7. The total amount of money to be expended by
2 the Commission shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars. The
3 sum of money required to accomplish the provisions of this
4 act shall be expended out of the treasury of the Commonwealth
5 except that all costs of the proposed diversions of water by the
6 city of Brockton and the treatment of the water as authorized
7 and required by applicable provisions of this act shall be borne
8 entirelyby the city of Brockton.

1 Section 8. The city of Brockton for the purpose of increas-
-2 ing its water supply is hereby authorized to divert surplus
3 flow as defined in Section 15 of this act from Furnace Pond,
4 situated in the town of Pembroke, and Monponsett Pond situ-
-5 ated in the towns of Halifax and Hanson, into Silver Lake and
6 thence to the said city and the towns also supplied; provided
7 that not diversion shall be made and no necessary lands shall
8 be acquired under this act without first obtaining the advice
9 and approval of the department of public health and that the

10 location of all intake structures and treatment works hereunder
11 shall be subject to the approval of said department. Before any
12 property is taken or any construction is begun the said city
13 shall submit to the commission at least two copies of all con-
-14 struction plans, specifications, estimates, plans and descrip-
-15 tions of property to be taken, and of proposed easements, and
16 the said commission within sixty days after receipt of any
17 such information, shall notify the city of Brockton in writing
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18 of any recommendations it may have concerning the proposed
19 work. The said city shall study all such recommendations and
20 whenever feasible the said city shall adopt such recommenda-
-21 tions. The said city shall proceed forthwith with the design
22 and construction of a suitable water filtration plant at Silver
23 Lake having a capacity of not less than twenty million gallons
24 per day, to purify all water supplied. The commission may pro-
-25 hibit any diversions when the water level of Silver Lake is
26 above elevation forty-six and one-half United States Coast and
27 Geodetic Survey base. All authority granted to the said city
28 by this act shall be vested in its board of water commissioners
29 hereinafter called the board.

1 Section 9. The said city for the purpose aforesaid, may
2 take, acquire or hold by purchase or otherwise all land, rights-
-3 of-way and easements necessary for diverting and purifying
4 such water from the aforesaid ponds and conveying same to
5 Silver Lake. No land shall be taken at Furnace Pond except
6 for necessary spillway and diversion structures near the out-
-7 let of Furnace Pond and no land shall be taken at Monponsett
8 Pond except for necessary spillway and diversion structures.
9 The said city shall obtain the advice of the commission with re-

-10 gard to the taking of land.

1 Section 10. The said city may erect on lands taken or held
2 under the provisions of this act, diversion works and other
3 structures and may make excavations, procure and operate
4 machinery and provide such other means and appliances and
5 do such other things as may be necessary for the effective use
6 of the aforesaid auxiliary supplies, and for that purpose may
7 lay down and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other
8 works, in, under, on or over any lands, water courses, or public
9 or private ways, and along any such ways in the said towns

10 of Pembroke, Hanson, Halifax, and also Plympton, in such
11 manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same; and for the
12 purpose of constructing, laying, maintaining, operating and re-
-13 pairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and for all proper
14 purposes of this act, the said city may dig up in such manner
15 as to cause the least hindrance to public travel, and shall re-
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16 store and keep in repair such ways where they have been dug
17 up, to the satisfaction of the proper authority in the respective
18 town in which such ways are situated. The said city shall not
19 enter upon the location of any railroad corporation or construct
20 or lay any aqueducts, pipes, conduits or other works within
21 such time and in such manner as it may agree upon with
22 such railroad corporation, or, in case of failure so to agree, as
23 may be approved by the department of public utilities.

1 Section 11. Said city shall, within sixty days after the tak-
-2 ing of any lands, right-of-way, water rights, water sources or
3 easements under this act, otherwise than by purchase, file and
4 cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the county
5 within which the same are situated, a description thereof suf-
-6 ficiently accurate for identification, with a statement of the
7 purpose for which the same were taken, signed by the water
8 commissioners of said city.

1 Section 12. If any public way shall hereafter be laid out in
2 whole or in part over said aqueducts, pipes or conduits such
3 laying out shall not prejudice the right of said city to care for,
4 alter or repair the aqueducts, pipes or conduits therein or there-
-5 under. All such public ways shall as far as possible conform to
6 the grade of such aqueducts, pipes or conduits, and their sur-
-7 faces shall be no less than four feet above the top of such
8 aqueducts, pipes or conduits, unless a different construction is
9 agreed upon between said city and the town in which such ways

10 are situated.

1 Section 13. Said city shall pay all damages sustained by
2 any person, corporation or town, by the taking of any land,
3 right-of-way, water, water source, water right or easement, or
4 by any other thing done by said city under the authority of
5 this act. Any person, corporation or town sustaining damages
6 as aforesaid under this act, and failing to agree with said city
7 as to the amount thereof, may have them determined in the
8 manner provided by law when land is taken for laying out high-
-9 ways. Application for determining damages, excepting dam-

-10 ages caused by the taking of any water or water right, or for
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11 any injury thereto, shall be made at any time within two years
12 from the taking of any such land or other property or from
13 the doing of any other injury under the authority of this act;
14 but no such application shall be entertained after the expiration
15 of two years from such taking. Application for determining
16 damages caused by the taking of any water or water rights, or
17 for any injury thereto, shall be made at any time within two
18 years of the time the water is actually withdrawn or diverted
19 by said city; and no such application shall be entertained after
20 the expiration of two years from the time water is actually
21 withdrawn or diverted.

1 Section 14. If any person shall without the consent of the
2 board of water commissioners of said city and of the said com-
-3 mission use any water taken after entry into the diversion
4 system or obtained under this act, or shall wantonly or mali-
-5 ciously divert the water or any part thereof or corrupt the
6 same or destroy or injure any intake structure, pipe, conduit
7 or other property held, owned or used by said city under the
8 authority of and for the purpose of this act, he shall forfeit
9 and pay to said city three times the amount of damages

10 assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort; and on
11 conviction of any of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid
12 may be punished by a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars
13 or by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for a term
14 not exceeding one year.

15 Notwithstanding the provisions of sections one hundred and
16 sixty and one hundred and seventy two of chapter one hundred
17 and eleven of the General Laws, nothing in this act shall be
18 construed as preventing the normal use of the aforesaid Fur-
-19 nace Pond and Monponsett Pond for bathing, boating, fishing
20 and other purposes, nor shall the provisions of this act pre-
-21 vent the withdrawal of sufficient water for flooding or irriga-
-22 tion of cranberry bogs, nor shall the provisions of this act
23 prevent the return flow of such flood waters from cranberry
24 bogs to the aforesaid ponds. There shall be no diversion of
25 water from Furnace Pond or from Monponsett Pond into
26 Silver Lake, if, in the opinion of the department of public
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27 health, the diversion of such waters would endanger the public
28 health.

1 Section 15. Said city shall construct facilities at or near
2 the present outlets of the aforesaid Furnace and Monponsett
3 ponds in such a manner as to allow a minimum daily flow of
4 three hundred thousand gallons from Furnace Pond, a mini-
-5 mum daily flow of nine hundred thousand gallons from Mon-
-6 ponsett Pond to pass downstream at all times when water is
7 being diverted except in case of emergency when less water
8 may be discharged downstream if ordered by the department
9 of public health and approved by said commission and this

10 flow shall be measured and recorded and such records main-
-11 tained by said city. Notwithstanding the aforesaid minimum
12 flow, sufficient water shall be allowed to pass downstream, at
13 all times when water is being diverted to allow herring to
14 travel upstream and downstream. During the months of Octo-
-15 ber to May, inclusive, all flows in excess of the aforementioned
16 minimum flows may be diverted into Silver Lake but no di-

-17 version shall be made from Furnace Pond when the water
18 level of Furnace Pond is below elevation fifty-six, United States
19 Coast and Geodetic Survey base. During the months of June
20 through September, inclusive, no flow may be diverted, from
21 said ponds except when, in the opinion of said commission, an
22 emergency exists due to imminent flooding. At such times of
23 emergency, for the purpose of preventing flooding and damage
24 to property in the vicinity of said pond, the commission may,
25 subject to the approval of the department of public health,
26 authorize the diversion of excess waters at stated times dur-
-27 ing said months but, in no case, may the ponds be drawn
28 down below the minimum elevations established in this section.
29 Control works shall be constructed by said city to prevent
30 diversion from Furnace Pond when the water level in Furnace
31 Pond is below elevation fifty-six United States Coast and
32 Geodetic Survey base. Control works shall be constructed to
33 prevent diversions from Monponsett Pond when the water
34 level in Monponsett Pond is below elevation fifty-two and one-
-35 half United States Coast and Geodetic Survey base. Notwith-
-36 standing the provisions of General Laws, Chapter forty, Sec-
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tion forty, water shall not be drawn from Furnace Pond below
elevation fifty-six nor from Monponsett Pond below elevation
fifty-two and one-half, United States Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey base. It shall be the sole responsibility of said city to as-
sume all costs of water filtration or purification required by
the department of public health because of the public use of
Furnace and Oldham ponds and Monponsett Pond, as provided
in section fourteen of this act in order that they may be
permanently usable by the public for the purposes described
therein.
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Section 16. The board of water commissioners of the City
of Brockton shall, upon application by the selectmen of any
town herein named and with the approval of the commission,
supply such town with a public water supply. In case a town not
herein named desires a supply of water as aforesaid, such town
shall first obtain from the department of public health and
from the commission an opinion in writing to the effect that
one or more of the aforesaid Furnace and Monponsett ponds,
is a natural and proper source of supply for the town and
upon presentation of such an opinion the said board shall
furnish water to said town by delivering the same in a main
water pipe, reservoir or tank to the town, under the head
or pressure required and maintained by said city, unless it be
delivered in some other manner by agreement between the
parties interested. Said board shall have the direction and
control of all connections made between the city and town
system, but the cost of such connections shall be paid by the
town for which they are made.

1
2
3
4
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Section 17. The price to be paid by any town for water
delivered to it, or by any person, corporation or water com-
pany taking said water under authority of the selectmen
of such town, if not determined by mutual agreement, shall
be determined by three commissioners to be appointed by the
supreme judicial court, upon application of either party and
notice to the other; and the award of said commissioners when
accepted by the court shall be binding upon both parties for a
period to be designated by the court.

1
2
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4
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7
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1 Section 18. Nothing in this act shall interfere with the
2 right granted to the town of Pembroke by chapter two hun-
-3 dred and eighty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
4 thirty, nor prevent the town of Plympton, Hanson or Halifax
5 from taking an independent supply of water from said ponds,
6 provided, that satisfactory arrangements cannot be made with
7 said city therefor; and provided, further, that whenever said
8 water is taken by any town as an independent source of sup-
-9 ply it shall be taken under the advice and with the approval

10 of the commission and the department of public health, and
11 subject to the restrictions which that departmentmay impose;
12 and provided, further, that each town taking an independent
13 supply of water shall pay its proportionate part of the damages
14 which the city of Brockton may be called upon to pay for any
15 improvements to said auxiliary supplies required due to the
16 taking of an independent supply by said towns.

1 Section 19. Nothing in this act shall interfere with rights
2 granted to the towns of Abington, Rockland and Whitman by
3 chapter two hundred and six of the acts of eighteen hundred
4 and eighty-five relating to the taking of a water supply from
5 Great Sandy Bottom Pond or by chapter six hundred and
6 eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five au-
-7 thorizing the aforesaid towns to take water by means of wells
8 or filter galleries on their property near Furnace Pond.

1 Section 20. All authority granted the city of Brockton by
2 this act shall remain in effect until such a time as an alternative
3 solution has been found by the commission and put into
4 effect by future legislation. The Central Plymouth County
5 Water District as established by section one of this act when
6 authorized by future legislation may purchase or otherwise
7 acquire from the city of Brockton its corporate property and
8 water rights established under this act and thereby become
9 entitled to all its rights and privileges, and subject to all the

10 duties and liabilities granted to the said city by this act.

1 Section 21. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Saunt Qllrrk
Pembroke, Mass.

March 19, 1964.

Ralph M. Soule, Secretary
Special Water Commission
State House
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir:

Herewith submitted is a certified copy of the action taken on
Article 2 of the Special Town Meeting held on March 2, 1964 at
the Elementary School Auditorium in Pembroke, Mass.

Moved that the Town go on record as opposing any attempt by
outside interests to take water for domestic use from any of the
ponds, streams or other surface water from within the Town of
Pembroke and to instruct its Selectmen to oppose any such move
by all available means.

SECONDED AND SO VOTED

ATTEST:

Laurence D. Watson, Tovm Clerk.

Slii' (Umnmmtuiraltl) af maaaarljuattta

ARTICLE H.
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©Bum OUfrk
Halifax, Mass.

March 17, 1964.

Mr. Albert Kiernan, Chairman
Board of Selectmen
Town Hall
Halifax, Mass.

Dear Mr. Kiernan:

Within the annual Town Meeting held on March 2, 1964, a special
Town Meeting was called at 8:50 P.M., to act upon the following
articles:

Article 1. To see if the Town will vote to rescind Article 4 of
the 1963 Town Meeting or take any action thereto.
Following is a copy of Article 4:

“To see if the Town will vote to go on record as opposing
any attempt to take water for domestic use from any of the
ponds, streams or other surface water from within the Town
of Halifax, and to instruct its Selectmen to oppose any such
move by all available means that can be used, and to raise
and appropriate $400.00 to defray expenses of such action, or
take any action in relation thereto. Board of Selectmen”

Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to authorize its Select-
men through its Chairman or representative to endorse or
reject the proposal of the special legislative commission estab-
lished under Chapter 33 of the Acts of 1963 or take any action
thereto.

The vote of the Town upon these two articles is as follows:
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Article 1. Voted by unanimous consent not to rescind Article
4 of the 1963 Town Meeting.

Article 2. A substitute motion was inserted which read:
We move that the Board of Selectmen convey in writing to the
legislative committee the fact that the Town of Halifax in no
way supports this act at this time, and will continue to oppose
it until a future town meeting shall be held for the considera-
tion of this legislative act, at which legal counsel without a
conflict of interest contracted for by the Town of Halifax shall
explain the rights, privileges, and responsibilities encompas-
sing the same. A vote then taken shall determine whether or
not this act shall be endorsed in the name of the town by the
chairman of the Board of Selectmen or a representative.
The substitute motion was voted, as read, by unanimous
consent.

There were 274 registered voters in attendance, the required
quorum being 100.

Very truly yours,

MARY H. SUMERS.
Town Clerk.

hs
A true copy: Attest

MARY H. SUMERS




