
SENATE 903

By Mr. Long (by request), a petition of Joseph Whalen, Stanley J. Bocko
and John Brox for legislation to provide for the appointment of the members
of the board of assessors of the town of Tewksbury by the selectmen of
said town. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act providing for the appointment of the members of the
BOARD OF ASSESSORS OF THE TOWN OF TEWKSBURY BY THE SELECT-
MEN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the sameas
follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
2 or special law to the contrary, there shall be in the town of
3 Tewksbury a board of assessors, consisting of three members
4 to be appointed by the board of selectmen. Said board of as-
-5 sessors shall consist of a principal assessor, who shall devote
6 full time to the performance of his official duties and two as-
-7 sociate assessors. Initially, the principal assessor shall be
8 appointed by the selectmen for a term of one year, and the
9 two associate assessors shall be appointed for terms of two

10 and three years, respectively, as the selectmen may designate.
11 Upon the completion of the term of any member of the board
12 of assessors his successor shall be appointed for a term of
13 three years. Any assessor may be removed from office by
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14 the board of selectmen, for cause, after a public hearing, of
15 which reasonable notice, including therein a statement in writ-

-16 ing of the reasons for the proposed removal, shall have been
17 given to such assessor.

1 Section 2. The principal assessor shall be especially quali-
-2 tied by education and experience, with a minimum require-
-3 ment of a bachelor’s degree in business administration, or an
4 allied field, and at least two years’ experience in the applica-
-5 tion of recognized appraisal methods relating to real and per-
-6 sonal property. The principal assessor need not be a resident
7 of the town at the time of appointment, but shall reside there-
-8 in no later than ninety days after his appointment. Associate
9 members shall be residents of and registered voters in the

10 town at the time of their appointment. If any such associate
11 member shall remove his place of residence from said town or
12 cease to be a registered voter therein, he shall be deemed to
13 have resigned his office. Such associate members shall be
14 qualified by character and a reasonable knowledge of the laws
15 relating to the taxation and assessment of property.

1 Section 3. In all proceedings of the board of assessors, the
2 principal assessor shall act as chairman and have two votes
3 and each associate assessor shall have one vote. In the event
4 of a tie vote on any matter, the issue under consideration shall
5 be referred to the board of selectmen for resolution. A major-
-6 ity vote of the board of selectmen shall constitute the fifth
7 and deciding vote on such matter. The board of assessors shall
8 install uniform and equitable assessment practices.

1 Section 4. The salary of the principal assessor and the
2 salaries of the associate assessors shall be established by the
3 board of selectmen and shall be paid from such sums as may
4 be made available through normal appropriation procedures.

1 Section 5. Upon the appointment and qualification of the
2 members of the boards of assessors, as provided by section
3 one, the terms of office of the assessors of the town of Tewks-
-4 bury who were elected by the voters thereof shall terminate.
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Section 6. This act shah be submitted for acceptance to
the voters of the town of Tewksbury at its annual town meet-
ing in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-'five in the form
of the following question: “Shall an act passed by the Gen-
eral Court in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-four, en-
titled ‘An Act providing for the appointment of the mem-
bers of the board of assessors of the town of Tewksbury by
the selectmen’, be accepted?” If a majority of the votes in
answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall
thereupon take full effect, but not otherwise.
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