
No, 548SENATE
By Mr. Mclntyre, a petition of the Massachusetts Shorthand Reporters As-

sociation, by Lawrence W. Burt, president, and another for legislation to
establish a board of registration of certified shorthand reporters and providing
for the certification of persons engaged in the practice of shorthand reporting.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act establishing a board of registration of certified
SHORTHAND REPORTERS AND PROVIDING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF

PERSONS ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF SHORTHAND REPORTING.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the G. L. is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 63, as added by section 1 of Chapter
3 604 of the Acts of 1963, under the caption BOARD OF REG-
-4 ISTRATION OF CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS,
5 the following three sections:
6 Section 64- There shall be a board of registration of certi-
-7 fled shorthand reporters to be appointed by the governor, in
8 this section and in sections 65 and 66 called the board, con-
-9 sisting of five members, citizens of the commonwealth, who

10 shall have been actively and principally engaged as profes-
-11 sional shorthand reporters within the commonwealth for a
12 period of not less than ten years, and, with the exception of
13 the members originally appointed, shall be certified shorthand
14 reporters. Upon the expiration of the term of a member of
15 the board, his successor, qualified as aforesaid, shall be ap-
-16 pointed for a term of five years by the governor. In the event
17 of a vacancy in the board caused otherwise than by an expira-
-18 tion of the term of office, a member, qualified as above, shall
19 in like manner be appointed for the remainder of the unex-
-20 pired term and until the qualification of his successor.
21 Section 65. The board shall meet in January in each year
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22 at such time or place as it shall determine, and shall organize
23 by electing from its own members a chairman, a vice chair-
-24 man and a secretary-treasurer, who shall hold their respective
25 offices for one year. The board shall hold additional meetings
26 at such times and places as it shall determine or upon call of
27 the chairman. The secretary-treasurer shall, before entering
28 upon his duties, give to the state treasurer a bond conditioned
29 upon the faithful discharge of his duties in such amount and
30 with such sureties as the board may determine. At all meet-
-31 ings of the board, a quorum shall consist of three members.
32 Section 66. Each member of the board shall receive forty
33 ($40.00) dollars for each day or portion thereof spent in the
34 performance of his official duties; provided, however, that such
35 compensation shall not exceed $300.00 per member in any one
36 year; and, in addition, all necessary traveling and incidental
37 expenses actually incurred by him in connection with said
38 duties.

1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the G. L. is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 87VVV, as added by section 2 of
3 Chapter 604 of the Acts of 1963, under the caption REGIS-
-4 TRATION OF CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS,
5 the following nine sections:

6 Section 87WWW. For the purposes of sections 87WWW to
7 87EEEE, inclusive, the following words and phrases, unless the
8 context otherwise requires, shall have the following mean-
-9 ings:

10 (1) “Shorthand reporting”, means the making by means
11 of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or machine
12 writing of a verbatim record of any judicial proceeding, in-
-13 eluding, but not limited to, trials, grand jury proceedings, dep-
-14 ositions, motions, pre-trial examinations and similar proceed-
-15 ings, and the proceedings before any administrative agency
16 where the decisions thereof are subject to judicial review.

17 (2) “Shorthand reporter”, means any person who, for con-
-18 sideration to be paid by another, engages in the practice of
19 shorthand reporting as defined herein.
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20 (3) “Board”, means the board of certified shorthand re-
-21 porters established under section 64 of chapter thirteen.
22 Section 87XXX. The board shall issue certificates of reg-
-23 istration to each applicant who has complied with the provi-
-24 sions of sections 87WWW to 87EEEE, inclusive, and has satis-
-25 factorily passed an examination prepared by it to determine
26 his competence. The board shall conduct such examinations
27 semi-annually at such times and places as it may deem neces-
-28 sary. In determining competence, the board shall require proof
29 that the applicant has the knowledge, practical experience and
30 skill necessary to act as a shorthand reporter and shall re-
-31 quire a practical demonstration of the applicant’s skill. All
32 applicants for registration shall be given at least thirty days
33 notice of the examination to be conducted by the board.
34 Section 87YYY. Applications for registration, signed and
35 sworn to by the applicant, shall be made on forms furnished by
36 the board and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee for
37 examination and for issuance of a certificate. Each applicant
38 shall furnish evidence of good moral character. No certificate
39 shall be issued unless evidence of good moral character, as
40 required by this section, is found. A certificate of registration
41 shall not be issued to any person under nineteen years of age.
42 Each applicant for registration shall furnish evidence that he
43 is a citizen of the United States or a legally resident alien and
44 that he has a high school education or its equivalent, and that
45 he is a resident of the commonwealth.
46 Section 87ZZZ. The following fees shall be payable in ad-
-47 vance to the board:
48 (a) For original certificate of registration, twenty-five dol-
-49 lars; for renewal thereof, ten dollars.
50 (b) For original examination, twenty dollars. If the ap-
-51 plicant fails to pass such examination, he shall not be required
52 to pay any fee for the next two succeeding examinations.
53 (c) For any subsequent examination, ten dollars.
54 Section 87AAAA. Every certified shorthand reporter shall
55 have a seal containing his name, his place of business and the
56 words “Certified Shorthand Reporter, Commonwealth of
57 Massachusetts” with which he shall certify all transcripts of
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58 testimony prepared by him. No certified shorthand reporter
59 shall affix his seal or permit the same to be affixed to any
60 transcript of testimony not prepared by him, nor shall any
61 such reporter use his seal as a certified shorthand reporter
62 unless he holds a valid certificate of registration.
63 Section 878888. Every certified shorthand reporter who
64 continues in the active practice of shorthand reporting shall an-
-65 nually, during the month of September of each year following
66 the date of issuance of the certificat eunder which he has been
67 entitled to practice, renew such certification and upon payment
68 of the renewal fee shall be duly registered. Every certificate
69 which has not been renewed in the month of September in any
70 one year shall expire on the first day of October in that year.
71 A certificate expiring under this section may be reinstated
72 upon application to the board upon good cause shown.
73 Section 87CCCC. Any person holding a valid certificate as
74 a shorthand reporter as herein provided shall be styled and
75 known as a certified shorthand reporter. No other person shall
76 assume or use the title “Certified Shorthand Reporter” or the
77 abbreviation “C. S. R.” or any words, letters or figures to indi-
-78 cate the person using the same is a certified shorthand re-
-79 porter.
80 Section 87DDDD. The board may revoke or suspend the
81 certificate of registration of a certified shorthand reporter who
82 has been convicted of the commission of a felony, or who has
83 obtained his certificate by fraud or misrepresentation, or who
84 is guilty of fraud, dishonesty, corruption, wilful violation of
85 his duty or gross incompetency in the practice of shorthand
86 reporting. Such action may be taken only after a hearing held
87 in compliance with the provisions of chapter 30A. Any hear-
-88 ing hereunder shall be stenographically reported by a disin-
-89 terested certified shorthand reporter.
90 Section 87EEEE. Whoever acts as a shorthand reporter or
91 represents himself to be a certified shorthand reporter, both
92 as defined in section 87WWW, without having been duly reg-
-93 istered by the board of registration of certified shorthand re-
-94 porters, shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five
95 dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison-
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96 ment for not more than six months, or both. Nothing in this
97 section shall be construed to prohibit any person not holding a
98 certificate from acting as a shorthand reporter in a single
99 proceeding on a temporary basis when a certified shorthand

100 reporter is unavailable.

1 Section 3. In making original appointments to the board
2 of registration of certified shorthand reporters established by
3 section sixty-four of chapter thirteen of the General Laws,
4 inserted by section one of this act, the governor shall, within
5 ninety days of the effective date of this act, appoint one mem-
-6 ber for a term of five years, one for a term of four years, one
7 for a term of three years, one for a term of two years and one
8 for a term of one year, respectively, as he may designate. Each
9 member so appointed shall receive a certificate of registration

10 under this act. Within thirty days of appointment and qualifi-
-11 cation, the board shall meet and organize and shall conduct
12 such business as it may deem necessary.

1 Section 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 eighty-seven WWW to eighty-seven EEEE, inclusive, of chapter
3 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, inserted by sec-
-4 tion two of this act, any person over the age of twenty-one,
5 who files an application for a certificate of registration with
6 the board of registration of certified shorthand reporters at
7 any time prior to September first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-8 seven, on a form furnished by said board, containing a writ-
-9 ten statement that he has been engaged in the practice of

10 shorthand reporting for at least one year in the commonwealth
11 on the date of said application and furnishes evidence that he
12 is and is found to be of good moral character, and pays the
13 appropriate fee as provided in section eighty-seven ZZZ, shall,
14 without examination or compliance with any other provision
15 of sections eighty-seven WWW to eighty-seven EEEE, inclu-
-16 sive, be granted and issued such certificate by the board.
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