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approval of the secretary of administration and finance. Any person 
who, upon the request of the deputy commissioner, provides volun
tary assistance to the division shall be allowed travel and reason
able and necessary expenses subject to the approval of the secre
tary of administration and finance. 

Section 21.. The deputy commissioner shall establish and main
tain a liaison with agencies and departments of the federal govern
ment and of the governments of other states and municipalities 
and with any other public or private agency or organization, the 
purposes and programs of which are relevant to those of the divi
sion. The purposes of such a liaison shall be to allow for a coordina
tion of effort, to avoid a duplication of services and to solicit and 
obtain any available cooperation and any funds or grants available 
to assist the division in implementing its purposes and programs. 

•Section 22. The deputy commissioner shall act as an advocate 
and as an overseer to assure that small businesses are given fair 
and nondiscriminatory consideration in the letting of bids and 
granting of contracts or subcontracts under which state monies are 
to be used in whole or in part, and to assure that small businesses 
are given fair and equal access to all relevant and needed infor
mation relating to the bidding on any contract granted by the 
state. To aid in the accomplishment of these purposes, the director 
shall seek and develop the cooperation of other state agencies. 

Section 23. . The deputy commissioner shall on the second Mori-
day Of January each year submit to the governor, to the clerk of 
the house of representatives and to the clerk of the senate a report 
of the division's activities and, to the extent practicable, an evalu
ation of the firms served by the division and the effects of such 
assistance on both the specific businesses and on the general con
dition of small businesses within the commonwealth. 

Approved December 10, 1973. 

Chap. 1 1 7 9 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F C O M M U N 

I T Y AFFAIRS TO CONTRACT WITH COMMUNITY ACTION 
AGENCIES FOR CERTAIN SERVICES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide for the continuation of the 
services rendered by community action agencies after they are no 
longer funded by the federal Office of Economic Opportunity, there
fore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 23B of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding 

after section 23 the following section: — 
Section 24. As used or referred to in this section the following 

words shall, unless the context requires otherwise, have the follow
ing meanings: — "Community action agency", a public or private 
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nonprofit agency which has previously been designated by and 
authorized to accept funds from the federal Office of Economic Op
portunity for community action programs under the Economic 
Opportunity Act of 1964 or such similar agency as is recognized 
as a community action agency by the division of social and eco
nomic opportunity of the department. 

The commonwealth, acting by and through the division of social 
and economic opportunity of the department, may, subject to 
appropriation, enter into a contract with a community action 
agency for the provision of services which are determined by the 
department to be for a public purpose and which are provided by 
said agency. Not more than one community action agency shall be 
recognized per municipality or group of municipalities. A contract 
shall be entered into to continue, in whole or in part, the provi
sion of services by a community action agency for which such fed
eral grant-in-aid had been received and has thereafter been re
duced or discontinued, or to commence the provision of services 
by a community action agency recognized by the division of social 
and economic opportunity of the department. 

Subject to appropriation, contracts with community action 
agencies under this section shall be in amounts proportioned among 
the community action agencies authorized to receive monies, based 
on the level of funding for the preceding fiscal year. 

Any cost for services of a community action program which is 
not met by a contract pursuant to this section may be paid by a 
municipality, any agency, board, commission or department there
of, any public authority, the federal government or any private 
organization, in cash or in kind, including but not limited to addi
tional plant and equipment, added services and increases in finan
cial assistance furnished thereby; provided, however, that only such 
increments in plant and equipment, services and financial assis
tance furnished thereby, as are used for or in connection with com
munity action programs approved by such municipality or group 
of municipalities, are funded otherwise than by state financial 
assistance; provided, however, that the commonwealth service 
corps volunteers shall be eligible to be counted as nonstate share, 
and are not general assistance payments may be considered as 
nonstate contribution under this section. 

The division of social and economic opportunity of the depart
ment may make available technical assistance to any municipality, 
group of municipalities, community action agency, or private non
profit agency for the purposes of planning a community action 
program. No more than five per cent of any funds appropriated for 
the purposes of this section shall be allocated to the department 
for its administrative expenses. 

Recognition of a community action agency by the division of 
social and economic opportunity shall not preclude the agency from 
receiving grants or contracts from appropriate federal, state, or 
local agencies to pay the cost of providing services to the poor. 

Approved December 10, 1973. 


