
No. 661SENATE

Water Resources Commission
15 School Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

January 26, 1966

REPORT BY THE WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES IN THE

TOWNS OF BRAINTREE AND RANDOLPH
AND THE SURROUNDING AREA.

To the General Court of Massachusetts:

The Water Resources Commission hereby submits its report
relative to the water resources in the towns of Braintree and
Randolph and the surrounding area as authorized by Chapter
116 of the Resolves of 1965.

Chapter 116 of the Resolves of 1965 reads as follows
“Resolved, That the water resources commission is hereby

authorized and directed to make an investigation and study
of the water resources, including great ponds, in the towns of
Braintree and Randolph and the surrounding area with a view
to increasing the supply of water for domestic and industrial
purposes. Said commission may employ engineers, geologists
and other experts and assistants. Said commission may report
to the general court from time to time the results of its in-
vestigation and study and its recommendations, if any, to-
gether with plans showing possible water resources develop-
ments for said municipalities and estimates of cost, and drafts
of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate, but shall
file its final report not later than the fourth Wednesday of
January, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.”

Pursuant to Chapter 33 of the Resolves of 1964, the Commission
prepared a report on Braintree Great Pond in the towns of Brain-
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tree and Weymouth. The report recommended the diversion of
Bear Swamp drainage into Braintree Great Pond and a diversion
from Blue Hills River. Emergency water was pumped from Sunset
increase the safe yield of Braintree Great Pond from 5.15 million
gallons per day to approximately 8 million gallons per day, but
have not been undertaken to date except for emergency pumping
fro mßlue Hills River. Emergency water was pumped from Sunset
Lake and is now being pumped from the Cochato River.

During the drought of 1965 Weymouth Great Pond, the principal
source of water supply for the Town of Weymouth, was emptied.
Emergency water is being pumped from Whitman Pond and from
the M.D.C.

Unless we receive substantial excess rainfall between February
one and May one of this year, the towns of Braintree, Weymouth,
Randolph and Holbrook will experience severe water shortages
during the coming spring and summer.

Chapter 54 of the Resolves of 1954 authorized a report by the
M.D.C. relative to extensions of its water distribution mains to
cities and towns in Plymouth and Bristol counties. This report
was printed as Senate Document No. 860 for the year 1955.

That document states that Hingham, Hull, Scituate, Braintree,
Cohasset and Weymouth could be supplied by the M.D.C. All of
these towns, with the exception of Scituate, are within 15 miles
of the State House and are eligible for membership in the M.D.C.
The report also states that it would seem equitable under this
scheme to have special legislation enacted to allow Scituate to join
the Water District. From an engineering standpoint, the furnishing
of water to these communities is quite feasible. However, the
Water Resources Commission feels that it would be advisable to
maintain and expand their present sources of supply and purchase
only what additional water they might need to supplement local
sources. This would require extension of existing M.D.C. mains,
which would probably also require legislation and about three
years time for construction.

Under authority of Chapter 143 of the Resolves of 1963 the
Commission prepared a report on the water resources of Plymouth
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and Bristol Counties which was printed as House Document No.
4049 for the year 1965. This report states that serving water to
the communities in the vicinity of Braintree and Weymouth
appears to be feasible.

No special funds were appropriated by the Legislature for the
study authorized by Chapter 116 of the Resolves of 1965. In the
closing days of the Legislature the Commission received an ap-
propriation that could be used for brief study of the problem area.
The Commission is now ready to enter into a contract with a
consultant to prepare the study.

It is, therefore, respectfully requested that the study be con-
tinued and the filing date be extended to the last Wednesday in
December of 1966. Legislation is appended to accomplish this.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Chairman
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolve for continuing the investigation and study by the
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES
IN THE TOWNS OF BRAINTREE AND HOLBROOK AND THE SURROUND-
ING AREAS.

1 Resolved, That the Water Resources Commission is hereby
2 authorized and directed to continue the investigation and
3 study authorized by Chapter 116 of the Resolves of 1965. Said
4 Commission shall file its final report not later than the fourth
5 Wednesday in December, 1966, and is authorized to file
6 progress reports as various phases of the work are completed.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION


