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Chap. 1214. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE LICENSING OF
PROFESSIONAL BOXERS,

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to grant to the state boxing commission dis
cretiqn immediately to permit an amateur boxer under the age of
eighteen but over the age ()f sixteen to box in .the commonwealth
as a professional boxer, therefore it is hereby. declared to bean
emergency law; necessary for the immediate preservation of the
public .convenience.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

SECTION '1, Section 35 of chapter 147 of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by chapter 199 of tl:J.e acts of 1948, is hereby
further amended by inserting after the word "age", in line 19, the
words: - , except as otherwise provided in section thirty-nine.

SECTION 2. Section 39 of said chapter 147, as most recently
amended by chapter 377 of the acts of 1972, is hereby further
amended by inserting after the second sentence the following sen
tence: - At the discretion of the commission an amateur boxer who
has. reached his sixteenth birthday but has not yet reached his
eighteenth birthday may be licensed as a professional boxer. .

. Approved December 12, 1973.

Chap. 1215. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR INCREASED ASSISTANCE TO
TI;.IE ELDERLY AND PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL ASSIS
TANCE TO CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted, etc.,'asfollows:
SECTION 1, This act may be referred to as the Urban Better

ment and Elderly Housing Actof 1973.
SECTION 2. Chapter 23B of the General Laws is hereby amended

by inserting after section 10 the following section: -
Section lOA. The department may enter into a contract with

a local housing authority for the purpose of assisting housing de
velopment by expending such monies as may be appropriated for
the purpose of making non-interest bearing advances to housing
authorities organized under the provisions of chapter one hundred
and twenty-one B to enable them to. construct low rent housing
projects, as defined in said, chapter one hundred and twenty-one B,
provided the department shall, pursuant to regulations made by it,
make the following findings:(l) there is a reasonable anticipation
that financing arrangements satisfying the requirements of chapter
one hundred and twenty-one B will be obtained for said project,
and, (2) the project site is suitable; the need for housing of the
type proposed in the area to be served is demonstrated, and the
likelihood that the projectwill provide low-income housing is great.
The proceeds of such advances may be used only to defray the de
velopment costs of such project incurred prior to initial advance
funds in accordance with the provisions of said chapter one hundred
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and twenty-one B. Such costs may include, but shall not be limited
to (a) payments for options to purchase properties on the proposed
housing project site, deposits on contracts of purchase, or with prior
approval, payment for the purchase of such properties; (b) legal
and organizational expenses including payment of attorney's fees, .
project manager and clerical staff salaries, office rent and other in
cidental studies; advances for planning, engineering and architec
tural work; and, (c) such other expenses incurred by the authority
as the department may deem appropriate to effectuate the purposes
of this section. The housing authority shall reimburse the common
wealth for all monies advanced under this section from the proceeds
of any bonds or notes issued under sections thirty-four or forty-one
of said chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of theGeneral Laws.

Any monies so reimhursed shall be credited to the General Fund.
SECTION 3. Section 10f chapter. 60 of the General Laws, as

mostrecen!lyamended bychapter.37 of.theactsof}943, is.hereby
amended by irise~iting after °the ·infroductory~pa.ragr1iph the follow
ing: -

"Abandoned Property", property that is unused, unoccupied,
and in such a deteriorated condition as to be uninhabitable or a
danger to life or limb. As used in the· above· sentence unoccupied
shall mean without lawful occupants.

SECTION 4. Section 45 of said chapter 60, as most. recently
amended by section 20f chapter 716 of the acts of 1971, is hereby
amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence: - No sale hereafter made shall give
to the purchaser any right to possession of the land until the right of
redemption is foreclosed, as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 5. Section 65 of said chapter 60, is hereby amended
by striking out the first sentence, as inserted by section 1 of chapter
716 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereofthe following
sentence: - Except as provided in section sixty-two, whoever then
holds the title to land acquired bya sale or taking for taxes may
bring a petition in the land court for the foreclosure of all rights of
redemption of said land either after six months from the sale or
taking, or in case of a city or town, at any time following the sale
or taking if the buildings thereon have been found to be abandoned
property pursuant to section eighty-one A; provided,however, a
petition for the foreclosure of all rights of redemption may be filed
at any time following the consent in writing of the record owner.

SECTION 6. Section 79 of said chapter 60, as most recently
amended by chapter 353 of the acts of 1968, is hereby amended by
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the

. following sentence: - After ninety days from the taking or pur
chase by a town of any parcels of land for non-payment of taxes,
the commissioner may, and on written application of the town
treasurer shall, inquire into the value of such parcels and the valid"
ity of tax titles held thereon. .

SECTION 7. Said chapter 60 is hereby further amended by in
serting, after section 81, the following section: -"-
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. Section 81A, Whenever a city or town shall have purchased or
taken land for non-payment of taxes· under section forty~three or
fifty-three, respectively, and the treasurer ·of said city or town has
reason to believe that the buildings located thereon are unoccupied,
he shall forthwith request the inspector of buildings, or such other
person designated by the mayor or board of selectmen to perform
the duties of the inspector of buildings as defined in section six of

.chapter one hundred and forty-three, to inspect the buildings. Said
inspection may be in addition to and need not be in conjunction
with. the inspection as performed by the inspector of buildings pur
suant to said section six, and shall not preclude a city or town
from taking any action prescribed in said chapter one hundred and
fortycthree, relative to said land,

If the inspector of buildings determines that said buildings are
abandoned property he shall notify the record owner, and, if ap
propriate, the mortgagee in possession or lessee, of his finding.
Such notice shall includea statement that the inspection was con
ducted at the request of the local treasurer and that the failure of
the record owner, or other interested party, to correct the conditions
described in the notice within thirty days of receipt or publication
of the notice will result. in proceedings to foreclose the record
owner's right of redemption. Such notice may be served in the
manner required by law for the service of subpoenas on witnesses
in civil cases or may be published. The inspector of buildings shall
also, at the time of service or publication, post a copy of the notice
in two or more convenient public places.

If at the expiration of the thirty-day period, the inspector of
buildings is of the opinion that action has not been initiated to
correct the conditions described in the notice, he shall forthwith
notify the local treasurer in writing; under penalties of perjury,
that the buildings on the land have been found to be abandoned
property. Such written notice shall include therein the facts and
circumstances which formed the basis of his findings, and a. copy of
the notice served on the record owner, or if service was by publica
tion, an account of the steps taken to locate the record owner and
a copy of the published notice. .

Upon receipt of such written notice the trMsurer shall immedi
ately notify the commissioner in writIng, under the penalties of
perjury, of such finding. Said notice to the commissioner shall in
clude a copy of the notice filed by the inspector of buildings, such
information appearing in the reGords of the assessors and of the
collector and tending to establish the validity of the tax title on
such land, and any further information that the commissioner may
deem appropriate.

If the commissioner is of the opinion that the facts and circum
stances as found by the inspector of buildings are sufficient to
establish that the buildings on the land so taken or. purchased are
abandoned property and that the facts essential to the validity of
the tax title on such land have been adequately established, he shall
make an affidavit of such finding which shall be recorded in the
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registry of deeds for the district wherein the land lies.
The commissioner shall incorporate in his affidavit the statements

of the inspector of buildings and the treasurer, or .such portions
thereof as the commissioner finds pertinent, and when recorded,
shall be prima facie evidence of such facts.

Upon the recording of the affidavit the treasurer shall bring a
petition in the land court pursuant to section sixty-five for the
foreclosure of all rights of redemptions of said land.

SECTION 8. Chapter 121B of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting· after section 26 the following section: -

Section 26A. The department shall have all the powers of a
housing authority under this chapter and be subject to all the
limitations on such powers, provided for in this chapter, in order
to provide housing for the elderly and for families of low income in
any city or town where no housing authority has been organized.

Upon the organization of a local housing authority in such city
or town,' or of a regiona.l housing authority under section. three A,
which includes such city or town,all the rights, required or exer
cised by the department or exercised by the department with
respect to such housing shall immediately vest.in such local or
regional housing authority and the department shall enter into
a contract for financial assistance with such local or regional hous
ing authority provided for in this chapter.

The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the credit
of the commonwealth such sums of money as may be necessary for
the purpose of meeting payments as authorized by this section, and
may issue and renew from time to time notes and bonds of the
commonwealth cherefor, bearing interest payable at such times and
at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer, provided that
the annual payment for anyone project shall not exceed eight per
cent of the project cost, as determined by the department..

To finance the costs of any pro.iects undertaken under section
twenty-six, and annual contributions by the commonwealth, as
provided for under this chapter, the state treasurer shall, upon
request of the governor, issue and sell at public or private sale,
notes or bonds of the commonwealth, in an amount to be specified
by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding- in the ag
gregate the difference between the amounts authorized, in section
forty-one with respect to elderly persons of low-income and in sec
tion thirty-four with respect to families of low-income, and the
amount of notes or bonds of a housing authority guaranteed by
the commonwealth issued to finance the cost of project. The pro
visions and limitations relating to such notes and bonds, as pro
vided for under this chapter shall apply to such notes and bonds in
the same manner and to the same extent as if such notes or bonds
had been issued by a local housing authority.

The department shall not exercise its powers herein granted
without the approval of the city or town in which such a project is
planned in the same manner as would be required if a local or
regional housing authority were to exercise its authority.
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SECTION 9. The second sentence of the first paragraph of sec
tion 29 of said chapter 121B, as amended by section 3 of chapter
851 of the acts of 1970, is hereby further amended by striking out,
in line 2, the word "may" and inserting in place thereof the word:
- shall.

SECTION 9A. The fourth sentence of said first paragraph of said
section 29 of said chapter 121B, as appearing in chapter 751 of the
acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 13, the
word "may" and inserting in place thereof the word: - shall.

SECTION to. The second sentence of subparagraph (b) of sec
tion 31 of said chapter 121B is hereby amended by striking out
clause (ii), as amended by chapter 851 of the acts of 1973, and
inserting in place thereof the following clause: - .

(ii) the total combined number of units of the proposed project
and any low rent housing project which is in existence or has been
approved or is before the department for approval and is located
adjacent to or within one-eighth of a mile of the site of the pro-

. pos'ed project shall not exceed ,one hundred, other than those to be
used specifically for elderly persons of low income. This provision
shall not apply to sites for projects approved or being approved
under the preceding paragraph (a);. . .

SECTION 11. Said chapter 121B is hereby further amended by
striking out section 34 and inserting in place thereof the following
section: -

. Section 34. The commonwealth, acting by .and through the
department, may enter into a contract or contracts with a housing
authority for state financial assistance in the form of a guarantee by
the commonwealth of notes or bonds or both of the housirig auth
ority. issued to finance the cost of a housing project or projects,
and annual contributions by the commonwealth. The guarantee by
the commonwealth of the notes and bonds ofa housing authority
shall be executed on each note and bond by the commissioner or by
the deputy commissioner designated by the commissioner. It shall
be sufficient if the signature of said commissioner or said deputy
commissioner upon such instrument is an engraved, printed or
stamped facsimile signature, provided that he has, by a writing
bearing his written signature and filed in the office of the commis
sioner of community affairs, authorized his facsimile signature to be
placed th.ereon. The facsimile signature of said commissioner or
said deputy commissioner so engraved, printed or stamped thereon
shall have the same validity and effect as his written signature. If
any such commissioner or deputy commissioner shall cease to be
such officer before the delivery' of such instruments, such signature
or facsimile shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes
as if he had remained in office until such delivery. . .

Each such contract shall contain such limitations as to the
development cost of the project and administrative attd mainte
nance costs, and such other provisions, as the department may
require. Each project shall be based upon a separate application
made to the department and shall be planned to conform, as nearly
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as possible, to the existing published requirements of the federal
government for low-rent or other housing projects, except such re
quirements as are based upon the cost limitations set forth in
federal legislation. A project so planned shall be deemed to provide
adequate performance as set forth in section three J of chapter
one hundred and forty-three. A housing authority may, with the
approval of the department, acquire under the provisions of clause
(d) of section eleven for the purposes of a project under this sec
tion or section thirty-five any land acquired by a city or town
under the provisions of chapter three hundred and seventy-two of
the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, as amended; provided,
that sucheity or town has not completed construction of a housing
project on such land. Each project developed under this section and
section thirty-five shall be administered for occupancy in accor
dance with section thirty"two, except clause (c), and except that
f2r .~~c;h.corpplet~d~project .th~~atlthQ!ity .§hgll.<;r!l?J~, J)~ginlliJJg
iIi the first year immediately succeeding its issuance of any bonds,
a reserve for principal and interest equal to one twelfth of the
largest principal and interest payments which will be due on such
bonds in any one year thereafter and shall maintain such reserve
and increase the same by a similar amount for each of the eleven
succeeding years thereafter and maintain each such increase; pro
vided, however, that whenever the amount of the reserve shall equal
at least fifty per cent of the total amount so required to be pro
vided, the department may authorize extension of the time for
creating such reserve to a period of twenty-four years from the
issuance of any bonds and any such reserve shall be maintained
and thereafter increased by. equal amounts annually during the
remaining portion of the twenty-four years; provided, however, that
in the event 'a project is refinanced, there shall be appropriate ad
justments made in the reserves required by the foregoing provisions
to reflect any change in amounts of principal and interest payable
to the end that twelve years after the date of the issuance of the
original bonds, or, as soon thereafter as may be practicable, there
will have been created and thereafter maintained a reserve equal
to the largest amount of principal and interest due in any subse
quent year on account of the outstanding bonds issued to finance
the project, and except that each such project, shall be occupied,
except as hereinafter provided by veterans and their families, and
priority shall be given first to veterans of World War II of low
income and to veterans of low income who have served in the active
armed forces of the United States at any time between June the
twenty-fifth; nineteen hundred and fifty and January the thirty
first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, both dates inclusive; then to
veterans of low income, such low income to be determined from
time to time by the department; then to a person without regard
to family status who is a veteran and who is fifty years of age or
over; then to elderly persons qualifying for housing under the pro
visions of section forty; then, without regard tq family status, to a
person of low income who is permanently and totally disabled and



1582 ACTS, 1973. - CHAP. 1215.

eligible for assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen 0;
or blind, then to other persons of low income living in substandard
housing, and a housing authority may remodel or reconstruct parts
of projects erected under this section to make the saine available
for occupancy by elderly persons qualifying for housing under the
provisions of section forty and such remodeled or reconstructed
apartments shall be available for occupancy by eligible elderly
persons of low income only to the extent that no eligible veterans
apply for such units; provided, that if no eligible veterans or elderly
persons of low income apply for such remodeled or reconstructed
units, the units shall be made available to other persons of low
income living in substandard housing. Notwithstanding the require
ment that each project shall be based upon a separate application
made to the department, the department may consolidate two or
more projects of the same housing authority, for which projects ap
plications have been seasonably made under this section and which
projects shall have been approved by the department, into a single
project, and may make on behalf of the commonwealth a contract
with the housing authority for state financial assistance in respect
of such consolidated project superseding any such contract made in
respect of any of the constituent projects, and may determine the
date of completion of the cQnsolidated project superseding any
such date determined in respect of any of the constituent prpjects
and such consolidated project shall be constructed, finapced and
managed as a single project; provided, that nothing contained in this

, sentence shall affect the rights of the holders of any notes .or bonds
outstanding in I:espect of any of the constituent projects at the time
of such consolidation. , .

If federal assistance for low-rent housing becomes available in
any form not applicable to projects under this chapter, the depart
ment shall immediately report the circumstances to the general
court together with such recommendations for legislation as may
be necessary to enable such projects to qualify for such assistance.
Upon the availability of federal financial assistance for low-rent
housing projects under this section, each housing authority having
a contract for state financial assistance shall, upon receipt or writ
ten notice from the department, immediately enter into negotia
tions with the federal government to arrange for federal assistance
with respect to any project developed hereu,nder and for the termi
nation, in whole or in part, of state financial assistance. For any
such project the department may order any housing authority (1)
to apply for federal financial assistance and (2) upon obtaining the
approval of the federal government; to enter into a contract or con
tracts for federal assistance,and to make such arrangements as are'
possible to terminate, reduce or subordinate the obligation of the
commonwealth to render financial assistance in such amount as is
provided by federal assistance. No order of the department shall in
any way affect any outstanding obligations of a housing authority
or the rights of any holders 9f notes or bonds. The amount of federal
payments shall be used to the fullest allowable. extent to meet the
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payment of principaland interest on all notes or bonds guaranteed
by the commonwealth. -

After March the thirty-first, nineteen hundredand fifty-three, or
such later date as -the department shall determine that an acute
shortage of housing for veterans constituting a public exigency,
emergency or distress no longer exists in a particular city or town,
any project, or a part of any project with the land appurtenant
thereto, constructed under this section may, with the approval of
the department, be sold for the fair market value thereof as deter
mined by the department, but not less than the total of the out
standing obligations -of the housing authority with -respect to such
project if the whole is sold or not less than that percentage of the
total outstanding obligations of the authority with respect to such
project which the cost of the part sold bears to the total cost of the
entire project if a part is sold. Upon the expiration of the period
for~which:~theccommonwealth--is c oblige&~tofurnishstatefinancial c.·

assistance, and provided the federal government has not become
obligated to furnish federal fimlncial assistance, any such project
shall be offered for sale and disposed of as soon as is consistent with
sound business judgment; provided, that any such sale shall be
approved by the department. The Housing Authority Bonds Sink
ing -Fund is hereby established and the state treasurer is hereby
designated· custodian thereof and he shall administer such fund in
accordance with the provisions of chapter twenty-nine. So long as
any notes or bonds or both issued by a housing authority to finance
the cost of a project under this section or section thirty-five and
guaranteed by the commonwealth are outstanding,the proceeds of
any sale of such project shall be paid by the housing authority into
such fund and shall be expended from time to time by the state
treasurer to pay interest and principal of any notes or bonds or
both issued by such housing authority to finance such project.

The proceeds of any sale of s~ch project in excess of the total of
all obligations of the housing authority with respect to such project
shall, ~fter the payment of all notes or bonds or both issued by the
housing authority to finance the cost of such project; be paid to the
city or-town in ,which such project is located and to the common
wealth. The respective payments to such city or town and the com
monwealth shall be proportional to the contributions theretofore
made by such city or town and the commonwealth toward the de
velopment and maintenance of such project, as determined by the
department. In determining the contributions of a city or town,_
the department shall include the amounts which the city or town
would have received if such project had not been exempt from taxes,
betterments and special assessments, less any amounts paid by the
housing authority to the city or town in lieu of such taxes, better
ments and special assessments. Payments to the commonwealth
hereunder shall be paid into the state treasury and shall be credited
to the General Fund.

The provisions of sections one to forty-four, inclusive, except
section thirty-three shall, as far as apt, be applicable to projects
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developed under this section. and,under section. thirty-five and to
housing' authorities while engaged in developing and administering
such projects; provided, that whenever the phrases "federalgovem
ment" or "federal legislation" are used in said sections one to forty
four, inclusive, they shall also mean the commonwealth or laws of
the commonwealth, as the case may be; and that whenever the
words "low-rent housing project\ or "projects" are used in said
sections they shall also mean a state-aided project under this sec-
tion and section thirty-five. \ ,

The following provisions shall be' applicable to each contract for
state financial assistance unQer this section and section thirty-five:

(a) A housing authority may sell temporary notes or bonds or
both to finance aproject; provided, that the total amount outstand
ing at anyone time,exclusive of.any notes or bonds or both which
may be issued for refunding purposes, shall not be in excess of the
cost of the project as approved by the department. Any such notes
or bonds, whether original or refunding, may at any time be re
funded through the issue and sale of notes or bonds hereunder but
in no event for a term more than .forty years after completion of
the project, as determined by the department.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section seventeen the payment
of the principal of, and interest on, all' such notes or bonds or both
shall be guaranteed by the commonwealth, and the full faith and.
credit of the commonwealth is hereby pledged for any such guaran
tee; provided, that the total amount .of notes or bonds or both so,
guaranteed shall not exceed two hundred and forty-five milliQn
dollars, in the aggregate, for all projects constructed under this sec
tion and section thirty-five, exclusive of any such notes or bonds or
both which may be issued for refunding purposes.

No housing authority shall sell or· offer for sale any such notes
or bonds without receiving from the department approval of the
amount,the term, the time of sale, the amortization schedule and
other conditions of sale which the department may deem relevant
in connection with the sale of such· notes or bonds. Except as
otherwise provided in this paragraph, the amortization schedule for
any bonds issued hereunder shall provide for payment of principal
and interest combined in substantially equal amoupts during each
year that any of said bonds remain outstanding. Bonds may be
issued for a maximum period of forty years from the completion of
the project as determined by the department or, for any portion:of
such period as may remain at the time of issue of said bonds. Bonds
may be issued for less than the maximum period permitted here
under an amortization schedule which provides for the payment
of a larger amount of principal and· interest in the .last year any
such bonds remain outstanding than in the prior years, in which
event the amortization schedule for such bonds shall provide
(1) for payment of principal and interest combined during each
year except the last in amounts which are not less than the amounts
which would be, required by an amortization schedule. for bonds
bearing the same rate of interest and issued for the maximum period
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permitted; and (2) for the payment of the entire balance of such
bonds in such last year. In the event bonds are issued for less than
the maximum period permitted hereunder with a large amount of
principal and interest payable in the last year as hereinbefore pro
vided, the amount ,of principal and interest payable in said last year

.shall be disregarded in computing the requirements for the reserve
under the first paragraph of this section. In the event notes are
issued to finance or refinance a completed project, such notes shall
be: payable not later than twenty~fourmonths after such issuance
and (1) such notes shalrbe permanently retired at the maturity
thereof in an amount at least equivalent to the amount of retire
ment of bonds which would have been required by an amortization
schedule for bonds issued for the maximum period permitted here
under and bearing interest at the rate of two and one half per cent
per annum, adjusted to the nearest month where notes are issued
for a period other than one year; and (2) a reserve for principal

·and··interestshall-be'created'andmaintained' beginning inthe first
year immediately succeeding the issuance of such notes, equal to
one twelfth of the largest principal and interest payments which
would become due 'in anyone year thereafter, if such bonds had
been issued, and such reserve shall be increased by a similar amount
for each succeeding yea:t;; provided, however, that after June the
fourteenth, nineteen hundred and sixty-three, all such reserves
whether theretofore or thereafter created, 'and the maintenance and
increase thereof, shall be governed in all respects solely by the pro
visions of the first paragraph of this section as if such' bonds had
been issued. Anything herein to the contrary notwithstanding, the
failure of any amortization schedule of bonds or retirements of notes
approved by the department to meet the foregoing requirements
shall not affect the validity of bonds or notes issued .hereunder.

(b), Each contract for financial assistance or supplementary
state financial assistance shall provide that the commonwealth will
pay to the housing authority annual contributions; provided, how
ever, that the total amount of annual contributions contracted for

, by the commonwealth for any one. year shalf not exceed nineteen
million six hundred thousand dollars. Each such annual contribu
tion by the commonwealth to the housing authorities shall be paid
by the commonwealth upon approval and certification by the de
partment to the sate comptroller.

Each such contract shall contain a provision that the annual
contributions shall be used for the payment of interest on, and
principal of, notes or bonds or both of the housing authority. The
annual contributions for anyone project shall be payable in an
amount not exceeding eight per cent of the cost of the project, as
determined by the department, and for the fixed period during
which the notes or bonds or both issued to finance the cost of the
project or any refunding notes or bonds or both remain outstanding
but in no event for more than forty years after the completion of
the project, as determined by the department. Each such contract
shall provide that whenever in any year the receipts of a housing



1586 ACTS, 1973. - CHAP. 1215.

authority in connection with a project exceed its expenditures for
that project, including debt service, payments in lieu of taxes, ad
ministration, establishment of reserves. and other costs, as deter
mined by the department, an amount equal to such excess, or, in
the case of projects under section thirty-five, an amount equal to
such portion of the excess as the department shall prescribe, shall
be applied, or set aside for application, to purposes whi<:;h shall
effect a reduction in the amount of subsequent annual contribu
tions. The full faith and credit. of the commonwea.lth is hereby
pledged to the payment of all annual contributions contracted for
by the commonwealth. . .

In addition to the provisions set forth in the preceding two
paragraphs which shall apply to projects completed on or before
July the first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, this paragraph and
the following paragraph shall apply. to those projects which are
completed after that date. Each contract for state financial assis
tance or for supplementary state financial .assistance shall provide
that the commoI}wealth will pay to the housing authority annual
contributions; provided, however, that the total amount of such
additional contributions contracted for by the commonwealth for
anyone year shall not exceed four million six hundred thousand
dollars.

Each such annual. contribution 'by the commonwealth to the
.housing authorities sliall be paid by the commonwealth upon ap
proval and certification by the department to the state comptroller.

Each such contract shall contain a provision that the annual
contributions shall be used for the payment of interest on, and
principal of, notes or bonds or both, of the housing authority. The
annual contributions for anyone project shall be payable in an
amount not exceeding eight per cent of the cost of the project, as
determined by the department, and for the fixed period during
which the notes or bonds or both issued to finance the cost of the
projector any refunding notes or bonds or both remain outstanding,
but in no event for more than forty years after the completion of
the project, as determined by the department. Each such contract
shall provide that whenever in any year the receipts of a housing
authority in connection with a project exceed its expenditures for
that project, including. debt service, payments in lieu of taxes,
administration, establishment of reserves and other costs, as deter
mined by the department, an amount equal to such excess, or, in
the case of projects under section thirty-five, an amount equal to
such portion of the excess as the department shall prescribe, shall
be applied, or set aside for application, to purposes which sha:!l
effect a reduction in the amount of subsequent annual contribu
tions. The full faith and credit of the commonwealth is hereby
pledged to the payment of all contributions contracted for by the
commonwealth. '

(c) The department may enforce any of its orders, rules or
regulations or the provisions of any contract between the common
wealth and a housing authority by a bill in equity filed in the

. c.
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superior court or by a petition for a writ ofmandamus filed under
the provisions of section five of chapter two hundred and forty-nine.
In the event of a breach by a housing authority of any provisions
of contract between it and the commonwealth relating to a project,
the commonwealth, acting by the department, may take immediate
possession of the project and retain possession and operate the
project in the place and stead of the housing authority, with all the
rights and powers of the housing authority, and subject to all of its
obligations respecting the possession and operation of the project
and the revenues therefrom, until such time as such breach shall
have been corrected to the satisfaction of the department.

(d) A housing authority which sells bonds or notes to finance
a project under authority of this section, or which has received
funds from a city or town under authority of chapter three hundred
and seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred andforty~six as
amended, shall cause an audit to be made of its accounts annually
atthe'close'of'afiscalyearby thedepartment~of·the'stateauditor
and a copy of the report of said audit shall be filed promptly.with
the department..

(e) Any type of housing including one, two and three family
dwellings maybe constructed under this section notwithstanding
the provision that each project shall' conform as nearly as possible
to the existing published requirements of the federal government
for low-rent or other housing projects. In offering for sale residences
constructed under this section, preference to potential buyers shall
be given whenever reasonably possible as follows: (1) veterans
tenants of such residences; (2) all other World War II veterans,
as defined in section seven of chapter four; (3) surviving widows
and mothers of said veterans of World War II; (4) all other United·
States war veterans; (5) all other resident citizens of the city or
town in which said residences are located; (6) all other citizens of
the commonwealth; (7) an urban redevelopment corporation; and
(8) all others. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to
projects completed after July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.

(f) Whenever a housing authority shall determine that land
acquired by it under clause (d) of section eleven for the purposes
of this section is in excess of or no longer required for such purposes
it may, upon approval by the department, sell or otherwise dispose
of such land by deed or instrument approved as to form by the
attorney general. Funds received from a sale of land as herein pro
vided shall be paid into the Housing Authority Bonds Sinking Fund
as provided in this section.

(g) Whenever a housing authority shall determine that any
gas, electric or heating distribution system which has been built or
acquired for the purposes of this section is no longer required for
such purposes, it may, upon approval by the department, sell or
otherwise dispose of such gas, electric or heating distributionsys
tern, or any part thereof, by deed or instrument approved as to
form by the' attorney general. Funds received from a sale of a gas,
electric or heating distribution system or any part thereof, as here-
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in provided, shall be paid into the Housing Authority Bonds Sink
ing Fund as provided in this section.

(h) The department shall promulgate rules and 'regulations
relative to uniform standards for tenant selection which shall es
tablish the order of priority governing the selection of tenants, and
a housing authority thereafter shall be bound bysuch standards in
its selection of tenants.

Notwithstanding any of the provisions of sections thirty-five to
thirty-severi, inclusive, any housing authority having a contract for
state financial assistance may, .with respect to any project de
veloped hereunder, and in accordance with the provisions of section
fourteen and section thirty, contract with the federal government
for financial assistance in accordance with the provisions of federal
legislation.

SECTION 12. Section 40 of said chapter 121B is hereby amended
by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place thereof the
following subsection: -

(e) Rents for'dwelling units in projects or parts of projects
constructed for elderly persons of low income shall be computed as
piovidedin section thirty-two; provided that in the case of persons
receiving old age assistance under chapter one hundred and eigh
teen A, directly or indirectly in whole or in part, from the common
wealth, dwelling units in projects or parts of projects constructed
under section thirty-nine shall be deemed to be adequate housing
for elderly persons and shall qualify for and rent at the maximum
rental allowance under the old age assistance laws, regulations, and
policies. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary no'
elderly person of low income shall be required to pay more than
twenty per cent of his or herincome without utilities or twenty-five
per cent with utilities for rent for dwellings units in projects or
parts of projects constructed or leased or purchased under this
chapter: Any deficiency in the budget of a housing authority caused
bysuch reduced rental shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth
and paid to the housing authority in an amount equal to the
difference between the tenant's rent and prorated cost of operating
that unit. The prorated cost of operations shall be computed by
the department with provision for a full operating reserve.

SECTION 13. Section forty~one of chapter 121B of the General
Laws as most recently amended by chapter 1114 of the acts of 1971
is hereby amended by striking said section forty-one and inserting
in place' thereof the following new section: -

Section 41. The commonwealth, acting by and through the
department, may enter into a contract or 'contracts with a housing
authority for state financial assistance in the form of a guarantee

. by the commonwealth of bonds and notes, or either bonds or notes,
of the housing authority issued to finance the cost of a project or
projects or a part or parts ofa project or projects to provide housing
for elderly persons of low income. The amount of bonds and notes,
or bonds or notes, guaranteed by the commonwealth under this
section shall not exceed five hundred and ten million dollars.' Each
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contract for state financial assistance shall provide that the com
monwealth will pay to the housing authority annual contributions;
provided, however, that the total amount of annual contributions
contracted for by the commonwealth for anyone year shall not
exceed forty million eight hundred thousand dollars. Each such
annual contribution by the commonwealth· shall be paid by the
commonwealth upon approval and certification by the department
to the state comptroller. The provisions of sections thirty-four and
thirty-five shall, so far as apt, be applicable to contracts for state
financial assistance under this section. .

SECTION 14. The second paragraph of section 43 of said chapter .
121B is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, added
by section 7 of chapter 1114 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in
place thereof the following sentence: - The department may enter
directly into leases 'and exercise all other rights and duties of hous
ing~authorities~underccthe~rental"assistance~program~in"cities~and .
towns where no local housing authority exists or ~here the depart
mentfinds that the local housing authority has not carried out thE:.
provisions of the rental assistance program. '.

SECTION 15, Section. 10f chapter 708 of the acts of 1966 is
hereby amended by striking out paragraph (d) and inserting in
place thereof the· following paragraph:'~

(d) "Low income persons or families" shall mean those persons
and families whose annual income is equal to or less than the maxi
mum amount which would make them eligible for units oWned or
leased by the housing authority in the city or town in which the
project is located or, in the event that there is no housing authority,
that amount which is established as the maximum for eligibility for
low-rent units by the department of community affairs.'

SECTION 15A. Section 1 of chapter 121B as most recently
amended by chapter 812 of the acts of 1970 is hereby further
amended by striking the definition of "Elderly persons of low in
come" and inserting in place thereof the following definition:

"Elderly persons of low income," persons having reached the
age of sixty-five or over whose annual net income is less than the
amount necessary to enable them to maintain decent, safe and sani..:
tary housing, except that where there exists a surplus of housing
units the age requirement may be reduced by the housing authority
to age sixty-two provided the oldest of the applicants between
sixty-two and sixty-five is given preference on this new list.

SECTION 16. Paragraph (d) of section 5 of said chapter 708 is
hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in
place thereof the following sentence:-

"Total project cost" shall include construction costs including
. job overhead and a builder's and sponsor's profit and risk fee, ar
chitectural, engineering, legal and accounting costs, organizational
expenses, operating reserves, replacement reserves, land value, in
terest and financing charges paid during construction, the cosfof
landscaping and offsite improvements, whether or not such costs
have been paid in cash orin a form other than cash.
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SECTION 17. Paragraph (b) of se~tion 8 of said chapter 708 is
hereby amended by inserting after the third sentence the following
sentence: - .

The principal of and interest on· any. bonds or notes issued by
the MHFA may be secured by the full faith and credit of the
MHFA, by a pledge of any revenues and receipts of the MHFA,
by a mortgage or other instrument covering all or any part of any
and all projects, including any additions, improvements, exten
sions to or enlargements of any projects thereafter made, or by
anyone or more of the foregoing, all as the MHFA may determine
in the resolution authorizing. the issue of such bonds or notes.

SECTION 18. Said paragraph (b) of said section 8 of said chap
ter ·708 is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence, as
most recently amended by chapter 971 of the acts of 1971, and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: ~

The aggregate principal amount of notes and bonds of the MHFA
outstanding at· anyone time shall not exceed the sum of one bil
lion two hundred and fifty million dollars of which one hundred
fifty million d()llars shall be used only to make mortgage loans in
cities or towns which have been found to have a rate of unemploy
ment of at least six per centum in the issue of "Area Trends in
Employment and Unemployment" published by the United States
Department of Labor for the October preceding the making of any
such loan.

SECTION 19. Of the increased amount of notes and bonds which
the MHFA is authorized to issue under subsection (b) of section
eight of chapter seven hundred and eight of the acts of nineteen
hundred and sixty-six, as amended by section twenty-one of this
act, two million dollar's shall be expended within the city of Chel
sea, and two hundred and fifty units of housing for the elderly, as
provided for in section forty of chapter one hundred and twenty
one B of the General· Laws, and one hundred units of low income
housing, as provided for under section thirty-four of said chapter
one hundred and twenty-one H, shall be constructed within said
city.

SECTION 20. The provisions of this act are severable, and if
any of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect
or impair any of the remaining provisions.

Approved December 12, 1973.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE

BOSTON, December 13, 1973

The Honorable JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, Secretary of the Common
wealth, State House, Boston, Massachusetts.

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: I, Francis W. Sargent, pursuant to the
provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitu
tion, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in
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my opinion the immediate preservation of the public convenience
requires that the law being Chapter 1215 of the Acts of 1973
entitled "AN ACT .PROVIDING FOR INCREASED ASSISTANCE TO THE
ELDERLY AND PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE TO CITIES AND
TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH." and the enactment of which
received my approval on December 12, 1973, should take effect
forthwith.

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law
and the facts constituting the emergency ate as follows:

It is essential that the provisions of this Act take effect forthwith
in order that the Comptroller may approve the appropriate war
rants as required.

Sincerely,
FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

Governor of the Commonwealth.

··OFFICE·OF THESECRETARV; BOSTON; December 14T19'73:·' ..
I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby

certify that· the accompanying statement was filed in this office by
His Excellency the Governor of. the Commonwealth of Massachu
settsat twelve o'clock and ten minutes, P.M., on the above date,
and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to
the Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter
one thousand two hundred and fifteen of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and seventy-three.· ,

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Chap. 1216. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC
HEALTH TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND IN
THE TOWN OF TEWKSBURY AND TO GRANT CERTAIN
EASEMENTS OVER CERTAIN LAND IN SAID TOWN TO THE
TOWN OF TEWKSBURY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. The commissioner of public health, in the name of

and on behalf of the commonwealth is hereby authorized and
directed to execute and record a deed· conveying to the town of
Tewksbury' a parcel of land, located in said town, bounded and
described as follows: . .

A certain parcel of land situated on the northerly side of East
Street, Tewksbury, Middlesex County, Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, and being shown as a lot of land on a plan entitled "Plan
of Land in Tewksbury, Mass., Taken for Sewer Purposes, as
Ordered by Board of Sewer Commissioners, Emmons, Fleming &
Bienvenu, Inc., Engineers & Surveyors, Billerica, Mass., Sheets 1,
2 and 3," to be recorded with the Middlesex Northern District
Registry of Deeds and bounded and described as follows: .

SOUTHERLY by East Street, in two courses, 48.30 feet and
351.70 feet;


