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Executive Department

State House, Boston, July 12, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
869 entitled “An Act relative to the term of office of the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles.”

This bill, H 869, provides that notwithstanding any general or
specific law to the contrary, the present Registrar of Motor Ve-
hicles shall serve a full term of five years from the date on which
he was appointed, which in this case was December 17, 1964. His
appointment at that time was to fill the unexpired portion of the
statutory five year term ending December 12, 1967. The effect of
the bill, therefore, will be to extend the present Registrar’s term
from December 12, 1967 to December 17, 1969.

This bill must be viewed in the light of two significant facts.
First, there is the fact that beginning in January 1967, a Governor,
as well as other Constitutional officers, for the first time, will serve
for a four year, rather than a two year term. The Governor elected
in November of this year will consequently serve until January
1971. This change in our Constitution, voted by the people, em-
bodies the belief of a great majority of our citizens that the office
of Chief Executive will be able to contribute in greater degree
to the public good if the Chief Executive is given sufficient time to
carry out the program upon which he was elected.

The second consideration, really a corollary to the first, and
aimed also to strengthen the office of Chief Executive, is the
pending proposal to make the terms of Department Heads, begin-

nuary 1967, co-terminous with that of the Governor. Lastnin

year, and again this year, I recommended such a measure in special
messages. On June 27th a co-terminous bill, H 3798, was substi-
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tuted in the House and engrossed on June 28th. In both bills, that
is, in the bill proposed by me, and in H 3798, the bill passed by the
House, the term of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, along with
other Department heads, was made co-terminous with the term of
the Chief Executive. H 3798 is now pending in the Senate Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

The movement in favor of making the terms of Department
heads co-terminous with that of the Governor has been a bi-
partisan one. The platform adopted by the Democratic party at
its State Convention a few weeks ago endorsed the proposal in
the following language:

“Terms of department heads and principal officers to
be co-terminous with that of the Governor.”

It seems to me that the bill before me, H 869, and the co-
terminous bill, are in direct conflict. Believing as I do in the wis-
dom of co-terminous terms for Department heads, I do not believe
that it is in the public interest for H 869 to become law. I should
point out that were this bill to become law, the term created by it
would expire on December 17, 1969 with the Governor’s term due
to expire the first Wednesday in January of 1971. If the co-
terminous bill passes, as I hope and trust it will, the then Governor
would, therefore, be faced on December 17, 1969 with appointing a
Registrar of Motor Vehicles for a term of slightly over 12 months,
which certainly is not a desirable situation.

The present Registrar has given capable service and administered
his department effectively. This, however, is not the question.
These are considerations which under our system, according to my
understanding of it, properly belong to the executive department,
as and when the terms of appointed officials expire.

In view of the foregoing, I respectfully return to you House Bill
869 without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
vernor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts(


