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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act providing for the disposition of certain files of the
SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION
AND STUDY RELATIVE TO CRIME AND CORRUPTION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the dis-
-3 position of certain filed of the special commission established
4 to make an investigation and study relative to crime and
5 corruption, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
6 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
7 convenience.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law nor any vote
2 or action of the special commission established under chapter
3 one hundred and forty-six of the resolves of nineteen hundred
4 and sixty-two to the contrary, Alfred Gardner, former chair-
-5 man of said commission, shall be and is hereby constituted the
6 custodian of the confidential files of said commission which,
7 in locked steel filing cabinets, have been placed in a vault of
8 the Worcester County National Bank of Worcester. In the
9 event of the death, resignation or inability of said Alfred

10 Gardner, or his successor, the governor shall immediately ap-
-11 point from the former membership of said commission another
12 person to be the custodian of said files.
13 Said custodian shall forthwith arrange for and supervise
14 the removal of said files from said bank to a separate and
15 segregated vault in the archives division of the state secretary
16 and shall seal the same.
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18 as governed the proceedings of said commission under the
19 provisions of chapter one hundred and forty-six of the resolves

f nineteen hundred and sixty-two. Said files shall not be
21 subject to any form of subpoena or other process in any pro-

ding before any court or other tribunal; except as follows:ne betc

V. Any person indicted as a result of evidence produced
said commission, shall, upon order of the court beforf

5 which said indictment has been returned, be returned
be entitled to a copy of his testimony, if he had testified16

27 before said commission, and a copy of the testimony of
28 any witness who testified before the grand jury if, in the

it of the court, the testimony of such witness is
30 necessary or material to the proper preparation of the
31 defense of such person.
32 B. Upon the order of the supreme judicial court or the su-
33 perior court in any proceeding in which any former mem-
34 ber of the commission or any former member of the staff
35 of the commission is charged with any illegal or improper
36 act in his official capacity, and for the sole purpose of en-
37 abling such former member of said commission or of said
38 staff to answer said charge in such proceeding, there shall
39 be produced for use in such proceeding such of said
40 files as in the opinion of said court are necessary for the
41 aforesaid purpose.
42 C. A justice of the supreme judicial court or of the superior
43 court shall designate two persons to extract, in the pres-
-44 ence of said custodian, such files as are necessary to com-
-45 ply with the order of the court and to reseal the vault of
46 said archives division. The court before which said pro-
-47 ceedings are held shall impose such conditions and re-
-48 strictions upon the use and disposition of said files as are
49 necessary to protect the public interest and the interests
50 of persons mentioned in said files.
51 As soon as practicable after June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
52 and sixty-seven said files, and such of those files and records
53 transmitted or delivered to the attorney general under the pro-
-54 visions of chapter one hundred and forty-six of the resolves of

7 The said files shall be subject to the same rules of secrecy
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nineteen hundred and sixty-two as, in the opinion of the attor-
ney general, are not necessary for the continuation of the duties
of his office, shall be removed from said vault and the office of
the attorney general, and be shredded and cremated in the
presence of said custodian.

Any person who discloses, or aids in disclosing, except in a
court proceeding, or in preparation therefor, any matter rela-
tive to the investigations, records or files of the said commis-
sion, except those matters which may properly become public
as a result of such proceeding, shall be punished by a fine of
not less than one thousand dollars nor more than three thou-
sand dollars or by imprisonment in the house of correction
for not more than one year.




