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Chap. 1217. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE DISPOSAL OF 
SOLID WASTE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 19 of chapter 16 of the General Laws, as 

appearing in section 1 of chapter 834 of the acts of 1969, is hereby 
amended by striking out the third sentence, — and by inserting 
after the fourth sentence the following three sentences: — The 
department may contract with users, public and private, including 
agencies of the commonwealth and its political subdivisions, to dis
pose of solid waste. The department may lease any land acquired 
under this section for solid waste disposal to any person, firm or 
corporation for the purpose of constructing, operating and main
taining a privately owned solid waste processing, disposal or related 
facility, including facilities related to the processing, marketing, or 
manufacture of materials recovered, from solid waste. The depart
ment of public health, on a continuing basis, shall review and make 
recommendations to the department on the manner of operation 
and adequacy from a public health standpoint of any solid waste 
disposal facility planned, established or operated under the 
provisions of sections eighteen to twenty-four, inclusive, and the 
department shall implement such recommendations, subject to 
appropriations. 

SECTION 2. Section 20 of said chapter 16, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by adding the following five sentences: — 

Said bureau shall conduct research and demonstration projects 
and shall encourage improved methods of solid waste disposal in
cluding recycling. The administrative cost of operating said bureau 
shall be paid and the cost of such projects and grants shall be paid 
from the general fund. The department may hire such experts, en
gineers, and other personnel, from such funds as shall be appropri
ated, as it deems necessary for the operation of the bureau. The 
department may, subject to the provisions of chapter thirty A, 
promulgate rules and regulations relating to the storage, collection, 
transportation, transfer, and disposal of solid waste with respect to 
facilities established pursuant to sections eighteen to twenty-four, 
inclusive. 

SECTION 3. Section 21 of said chapter 16, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by adding the following five sentences: — The 
department shall, with the cooperation of the department of public 
health and the department of natural resources, develop and main
tain a comprehensive statewide master plan for solid waste disposal 
subject to the approval of the governor, including any necessary 
provisions to meet eligibility requirements under any federal pro
gram for financial aid in solid waste disposal. A solid waste disposal 
district shall wherever practicable consist of a single town, or a part 
thereof, or two or more contiguous cities or towns, or cities and 
towns, or parts thereof, provided that no city or town, or part there
of, shall be included in more than one said district. Each district 
shall have an advisory committee comprised of one member from 
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each city or town in such district, who shall be appointed by the 
city manager in a city having a city manager, by the mayor in any 
other city, by the selectmen in a town having selectmen, and by the 
town ..council in any other town. The members of such committee 
may be elected officials of such cities or towns and shall serve at the 
pleasure of their appointing authority. Unless otherwise approved 
by the governor, unburned solid waste shall not be disposed of in a 
landfill established under the provisions of sections eighteen to 
twenty-four, inclusive, unless such unburned solid waste was gen
erated within the district where such landfill is located, provided, 
however, that solid waste or by-products thereof, may be freely 
transported throughout the commonwealth for the purposes of re
cycling, reclamation and resource recovery. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 16 is hereby further amended by strik
ing out sections 22 and 23, as so appearing, and inserting in place 
thereof the following two sections: — 

Section 22. The department shall, after hearing, determine the 
amount which shall be assessed upon each city or town which is 
included in a district established under the provisions of section 
twenty-one to meet the costs, including capital costs,, of operating 
such district. The amount so assessed shall be based upon the 
amount and category of solid waste originating within such city or 
town, or the part thereof included in such district, which is disposed 
of at a facility established under the provisions of this chapter in 
proportion to the total amount of solid waste originating within 
such district which is so disposed. 

Cities or towns or parts thereof designated as new members of 
such a solid waste disposal district subsequent to the establish
ment of such a district will not be assessed costs under this section 
until such disposal service is actually rendered to that member. 
Assessments under this section Will include a fair and equitable 
share of capital costs incurred by the district provided such costs 
can currently be allocated to such member under accepted cost 
accounting practices. The proportion in which each participating 
city and town shall annually pay money into the treasury of the 
commonwealth to meet expenses incurred under sections eighteen 
through twenty-four, inclusive, and any deficiency in the amounts 
previously paid in shall reflect appropriate adjustments which take 
into account fees paid by users other than cities and towns. 

Section 23. Money received by the department relative to solid 
waste disposal, including but not limited to funds received from 
assessments in cities and towns as provided in sections twenty-two 
and twenty-four shall be credited on the books of the common
wealth to a fund to be known as the Solid Waste Disposal Fund 
which shall be expended, subject to appropriation and the laws 
relating to state finance, for the purposes of management, main
tenance and operation of solid waste disposal facilities established 
under sections eighteen through twenty-four, and expenses inci
dental thereto, including without limitation expenses of contracts 
with an individual, a corporation, or public agency, including 
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agencies of the commonwealth and its political subdivisions, to dis
pose of solid wastes a t said facilities, and for the debt and interest 
cost relating to any bonds issued to meet the. expenditures neces
sary to carry out the provisions of sections eighteen through 
twenty-four, inclusive. 

SECTION 5. Section 24 of said chapter 16, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out the first two sentences and in
serting in place thereof the following two sentences: — The 
department shall maintain records of the cost of carrying out the 
provisions of sections eighteen to twenty-three, inclusive, and shall 
notify the state treasurer of the estimated amounts of money due 
the commonwealth from the various municipalities served, and such 
amounts shall be assessed by the state treasurer and included and 
made a part of the sum charged to such city or town and shall be 
paid by such city or town into the state treasury as provided by 
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine provided that any such city or 
town 'mayin any year anticipate in whole of in part its assessment 
and appropriate, raise and deposit the amount thereof with the 
state treasurer, and any sum so deposited shall be credited against 
such assessment. Privately owned solid waste facilities located on 
land leased from the commonwealth under the authority of section 
nineteen shall be subject to taxation in the same manner as if such 
facilities were not located on land of the commonwealth. 

SECTION. 6. Section 150A of chapter 111 of the General Laws, 
as most recently amended by chapter 839 of the acts of 1970, is 
hereby further amended by inserting after the second paragraph 
the following paragraph: — 

If such facility is a landfill owned or operated by any person 
other than a town or an agency of the commonwealth, such person 
shall pay to the town where the facility is located a fee of fifty cents 
for each ton of solid waste from outside such town which is dis
posed of in such landfill. On or before the twentieth day of each 
month every such person shall file a return subscribed under the 
penalties of perjury with the board of health of the town in which 
such facility is located, on such form as the commissioner of public 
health shall prescribe, giving such information as the commissioner 
shall require for the determination of the fee imposed by this para
graph. Said fee shall be due and payable on or before the due date 
of the return. 

SECTION 7. So much of the provisions of section one hundred 
and fifty A of chapter one hundred and eleven of the General Laws, 
as are inserted by section six of this act, shall apply only to a 
facility at a location where there has been no facility assigned under 
the provisions of said section one hundred and fifty A at any time 
prior to the effective date of this act. 

Approved December 12, 1973. 

Chap. 1218. A N ACT FURTHER REVISING THE LAW RELATIVE TO THE 
RECORDS CONSERVATION BOARD. 


