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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM OF MENTAL
HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION SERVICES.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by
2 striking out chapter 19 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following chapter:

4

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH5

6 Sectio7i 1. There shall be a department of mental health, in
7 this chapter called the department, and a commissioner of
8 mental health who shall have and shall exercise exclusive su-
9 pervision and control of the department. All action of the

10 department shall be taken by the commissioner, or under his
11 direction, by such agents or subordinate officers as he shall
12 determine.
13 The department shall take cognizance of all matters affect-
-14 ing the mental health of the citizens of the commonwealth;
15 and the welfare of the mentally retarded. The department
16 shall have supervision and control of all public facilities for
17 mentally ill or mentally retarded persons and of all persons
18 received into any of said facilities, and shall have general
19 supervision of all private facilities for such persons; provided,
20 however, that this sentence shall not be deemed to interfere
21 with or supersede any other provision of general or special
22 law which grants or confers supervision and control of certain
23 public facilities for mentally ill or mentally retarded persons
24 and persons admitted to such facilities or which grants or
25 confers supervision over certain private facilities for such per-
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sons, to any other department of the commonwealth or to
any political subdivision. The department shall have super-
vision and control of all hospitals, state schools, comprehensive
centers and clinics, and other mental health facilities estab-
lished within the department and, subject to appropriation
may further develop additional state hospitals, state schools,
comprehensive centers and clinics, or other mental health
facilities under commonwealth operation or, subject to ap-
propriation, may contract with any private hospital, institu-
tion or other agency furnishing complementary mental health
services to pay it the ordinary and reasonable compensation
for such services actually rendered or furnished to persons
in need thereof.
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38
39 Section 2. The governor shall appoint a commissioner of

mental health, whose term shall be coterminous with that of
the governor. The commissioner shall devote full time to his
duties and may be permitted such professional affiliations as
he desires.
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44 Such commissioner shall be a physician who is diplomate

in psychiatry of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neu-
rology, Inc., and shall have had substantial administrative
experience in mental health facilities or agencies.

45
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The commissioner shall appoint and may remove such
agents and subordinate officers as he may deem necessary,
and may establish such divisions in the department as he
deems appropriate from time to time. Except as otherwise
provided by law all offices and positions shall be subject to
the provisions of chapter thirty-one; provided, however, the
provisions of chapter thirty-one shall not apply to physicians
and psychiatrists with full medical-psychiatric responsibility
as opposed to administrative responsibility, to nurses in hos-
pitals or sanitoria, or to attorneys acting as legal counsel; and
provided further, however, and notwithstanding the preceding
proviso or any other provision of law, all offices and positions,
which as a condition of receiving federal grants for programs
and activities to which the federal standards for a merit sys-
tem of personnel administration relate and make necessary
the application of the provisions of the civil service law, shall
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64 be subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one if such fed-
-65 eral standards are uniform in all states.
66 Prior to making an appointment of an area director the
67 commissioner shall, upon receipt of a certified civil service
68 eligibility list for the position of area director submit such
69 list to the area board. Said board shall within seven days
70 thereafter recommend in writing to the commissioner the
71 name of the person it would like to have appointed.
72 At the end of each fiscal year, the commissioner shall make
73 an annual report of the activities of the department, including
74 the progress made in providing services and facilities for
75 mental health and mental retardation in the commonwealth.
76 The commissioner shall receive a salary of thirty thousand
77 dollars.

78 Section 3. The commissioner shall appoint, with the ap-
79 proval of the governor, a person qualified to serve as deputy
80 commissioner of mental health. He shall perform such duties
81 as the commissioner may determine and shall, in the case of
82 a vacancy in the office of commissioners, and during his absence
83 or disability, exercise the powers and perform the duties of
84 the office of commissioner. Said deputy commissioner shall
85 devote his full time to his duties. He may be allowed such
85 professional affiliations as the commissioner approves, subject
87 to the provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A.
88 The deputy commissioner shall be a physician who is a dip-
-89 lomate in psychiatry of the American Board of Psychiatry
90 and Neurology, Inc., and shall have had at least three years
91 of experience in a professional position in mental health
92 facilities or agencies.

93 Section 4- The commissioner shall appoint an assistant
94 commissioner for community programs who shall supervise
95 the comprehensive community programs under the direction
96 of the commissioner. He shall devote full time to such duties.
97 He may be allowed such professional affiliations as the com-
-98 missioner approves, subject to the provisions of chapter two
99 hundred and sixty-eight A. Such assistant commissioner shall

100 have a doctorate in medicine, or psychology, and shall have
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101 at least three years’ experience in a professional position in
102 the field of mental health.

103 Section 5. The commissioner shall appoint an assistant
104 commissioner for mental retardation who shall supervise, plan,

onducted by the department for
:d perform such other duties as

:se on all prograr105 r

.itally retarded persons
He shall devote full tin-107 the commissioner may deter

7ed such professional affiliations108 his duties. He may be alio
109 as the commissioner appro’ 2S, subject to the provisions of

ty-eight A. Such assistant com-chapter two hundred and110
111 missioner shall have a doctorate in medicine with board cer-
-112 tification or board eligibility in psychiatry, neurology, child
113 psychiatry, or pediatrics or shall be a psychologist with a

14 Diplomate in professional psychology from the American
115 Board of Examiners in Professional Psychology, Incorporated,
116 and shall have had at least three years’ experience in a pro-
117 fessional position in the field of mental retardation.
118 Section 6. The commissioner shall appoint an assistant com-

missioner for research, planning and training who shall per-
form such duties as the commissioner may determine relative
to the training, recruiting, research, planning, and evaluative
activities and services of the department, including program
development, community activities, operational research, and
statistics. Such assistant commisioner shall promote co-ordina-
tion between the divisions and agencies of the department and
shall also co-ordinate his services with the work of other
agencies of the department. He shall establish and maintain
liaison with other state-level government agencies, with the
appropriate federal departments and with private agencies
involved in planning for mental health and mental retardation
within the Commonwealth. He shall devote full time to his
duties. He may be allowed such professional affiliations as
the commissioner approves, subject to the provisions of chap-
ter two hundred and sixty-eight A. Such assistant commis-
sioner shall have a doctorate in medicine, or psychology, and
shall have had three years’ experience in a professional posi-
tion in the field of mental health.
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138 Sectioni 7. The commissioner shall appoint one assistant com-
missioner for administrative services who shall perform such
duties as the commissioner may determine relative to business
and financial matters. Said assistant commissioner shall devote
full time to his duties. Such assistant commissioner shall have
fifteen years business and managerial experience, and educa-
tion qualified to undertake the management of the financial
and business interests of the department.
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146 Section 8. The commissioner shall appoint an assistant
commissioner for children’s services who shall plan and advise
on all activities of the department relating to the cause, treat-
ment, and prevention of mental illness in children, and per-
form such other duties as the commissioner may determine.
He shall devote full time to his duties. He may be allowed
such professional affiliations as the commissioner approves,
subject to the provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-
eight A. Such assistant commissioner shall have a doctorate
in medicine, with board certification in child psychiatry or
pediatrics, or shall be a clinical psychologist with a diplomate
in clinical psychology from the American Board of Examiners
in Professional Psychology, Incorporated, and shall have had
three years’ experience in a professional position in the field
of mental health services for children.
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Section 9. The commissioner shall appoint a member of the
Massachusetts bar to serve as legal counsel to the commis-
sioner. He shall devote full time to his duties. Such legal
counsel shall have been a member of the bar for not less than
six years prior to his appointment and shall have been actively
engaged in the practice of law.
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167 Section 10. The commissioner may establish a program for
the training of residents in psychiatry and any other pro-
fessional disciplines as required by departmental programs.
Such residents shall be eligible for training grants from the
commonwealth. Receipients of said grants shall be exempt
from the provisions of chapter thirty-one and shall not be
deemed employees of the commonwealth; and such grants shall
not be deemed income under chapters sixty-two or sixty-two
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175 A. Approval of such training programs by the director of
176 personnel and standardization shall be required in accordance
177 with the provisions of section twenty-eight of chapter seven.
178 The office of deputy commissioner may be filled by any
179 person in a civil service position in the department. Such
180 person, after filling such office, may, if not reappointed to such
181 office, be returned to his civil service position without loss of
182 benefits.
183 The following educational requirements for taking an ex-
184 amination for the following positions in the department ax’e

185 hereby established:
186 An applicant for director of psychology services shall be
187 a diplomate in clinical psychology of the American Board of
189 Examiners in Professional Psychology, Incorporated.

190 An applicant for director of psychological research shall
191 have a doctoral degree in psychology from an accredited col-
192 lege or university.

193 An applicant for principal psychologist shall have a mini-
194 mum of a master’s degree in psychology from an accredited
195 college or university.

196 An applicant for chief supervisor of psychiatric nursing
197 shall have a master’s degree in nursing from an accredited
198 college or university.

199 An applicant for head psychiatric social worker shall have a
200 master’s degree in social work from an accredited college or
201 university.
202 An applicant for head occupational therapist shall have a
203 bachelor’s degree with a major concentration in occupational
204 therapy from an accredited college or university, or a bach-
205 elor’s degree and completion of a post degree course in oc-
206 cupational therapy for which a certificate or diploma has been
207 granted him by an accredited college or university.

208 Section 11. There shall be an advisory council for the plan-
209 ning, construction, operation or utilization of community men-
210 tal health centers, consisting of the commissioners of mental
211 health, public health and public welfare, ex officiis, and twelve
212 persons to be appointed by the governor, who shall include
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213 representatives of non-governmental organizations or groups,
214 of agencies of the commonwealth concerned with planning,
215 construction, operation or utilization of community mental
216 health centers or other mental health facilities, including rep-
-217 resentatives of consumers of the services provided by such
218 centers and facilities who are familiar with the need for such
219 services. Upon the expiration of the term of offices of an ap-
-220 pointive member, his successor shall be appointed for a term
221 of four years. No member shall be reappointed for more than
222 two terms. The commissioner of mental health shall be the
223 chairman of the council. Members of said council shall serve
224 without compensation but each member shall be reimbursed
225 by the commonwealth for all expenses incurred in the per-
-226 formance of his official duties.

227 Section 12. There shall be an advisory council for the plan-
-228 ning, construction, operation or utilization of facilities for the
229 mentally retarded, consisting of the commissioners of mental
230 health, public health and public welfare, ex-officiis, and twelve
231 persons to be appointed by the governor, who shall include
232 representatives of agencies of the commonwealth concerned
233 with planning, construction, operation or utilization of facili-
-234 ties for the mentally retarded and of non-governmental organ-
-235 izations or groups concerned with education, employment,
236 rehabilitation, welfare, and health, and including representa-
-237 tives of consumers of the services provided by such facilities.
238 Upon the expiration of the term of office of an appointive
239 member, his successor shall be appointed for a term of four
240 years. No member shall be reappointed for more than two
241 terms. The commissioner of mental health shall be the chair-
-242 man of the council. Members of said council shall serve with-
-243 out compensation but each member shall be reimbursed by
244 the commonwealth for all expenses incurred in the perform-
-245 ance of his official duties.
246 Section 13. Each of the advisory councils established under
247 sections eleven and twelve, respectively, shall, in order to
248 carry out the purposes of the federal Mental Retardation Fa-
-249 cilities and Community Mental Health Centers Construction
250 Act of 1963 (Public Law 88-164), as amended, consult with
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and advise the department in any matter relative to surveying
the need for community mental health centers or for facilities
for the mentally retarded, as the case may be, and in develop-
ing programs for constructing such centers or facilities.

251
252
253
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Section 1 4. The area boards and the boards of trustees of
the following public institutions shall serve in the department:
Belchertown state school, Massachusetts mental health center
(Boston psychopathic hospital), Boston state hospital, Dan-
vers state hospital, Foxborough state hospital, Gardner state
hospital, Grafton state hospital, Walter E. Fernald state school,
Medfield state hospital, Metropolitan state hospital, Monson
state hospital, Northampton state hospital, Taunton state
hospital, Westborough state hospital, Worcester state hospital
Cushing hospital, Paul A. Dever state school and Wrentham
state school.
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Belchertown state school, Walter E. Fernald state school
Paul A. Dever state school, Hathorne state school, North
Reading rehabilitation center, Rutland Pleights mental health
rehabilitation center and Wrentham state school shall estab-
lish and maintain, subject to appropriation, research and dem-
onstration projects in vocational rehabilitation in co-operation
with the federal vocation rehabilitation program.
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273 Section 15. The board of trustees for each of the institu-

tions listed in section fourteen, except the Walter E. Fernald
state school, shall consist of seven members; provided, that
at least two of such members shall be women. One member
of each board, except as aforesaid, shall annually in January
be appointed for seven years from the first Wednesday of the
following February by the governor. The board of trustees
of the Walter E. Fernald state school shall consist of six mem-
bers on the part of the commonwealth, one of whom shall an-
nually be appointed for six years by the governor, and of six
members to be elected by the school, subject to the approval
of the governor. All the above trustees shall serve without
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for all expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties.
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287 Section 16. There shall be a mental health advisory council
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288 consisting of thirty persons to be appointed by the governor,
of whom at least half shall be members of community mental
health and retardation area boards, and of the remaining half
at least seven shall be appointed to represent one of the follow-
ing professions and groups: state level medical, psycho-
logical, nursing, educational, social work, occupational therapy,
or bar associations, state level associations for mental health
and for mental retardation, industrial and labor groups and
the clergy. Upon the expiration of the term of office of any
member, his successor shall be appointed for a term of three
years. No member shall be appointed to serve more than
two consecutive three-year terms. The council shall elect an-
nually a chairman. Members of said council shall serve with-
out compensation, but each member shall be reimbursed by
the commonwealth for all expenses incurred in the perform-
ance of his official duties.

289
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300
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303
304 Said advisory council shall have the following duties:

(a) It shall advise the commissioner on policy, program305
306 development, and priorities of need in the commonwealth
307 for comprehensive programs in mental health and retarda-

tion;308
(b) It shall participate with the department in holding a

regular series of public hearings throughout the common-
wealth to obtain the views of the area boards and other
citizens concerning the programs of the department and
the needs of the people in mental health and retardation
services;
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314

(c) It shall review the annual plans and the proposed
annual budget of the department, and shall make recom-
mendations to the commissioner in regard thereto;
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(d) It shall hold at least three meetings per year and
shall convene special meetings at the call of the chairman
of the council, a majority of the council, or the commis-
sioner.
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MENTAL HEALTH
AND RETARDATION SERVICES
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Section 17. The department shall establish a comprehensive
program of community mental health and retardation serv-
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ices which shall include state hospitals, state schools, clinics,
comprehensive centers and other facilities of the department,
and to promote such program the department shall, after
consultation with the health and welfare commission, divide
the commonwealth into areas and regions for the conduct
of said mental health and retardation services, and shall es-
tablish standards for the development of said community pro-
grams on area and regional levels.

326
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333

In dividing the state into areas, each area shall be so drawn
as to serve a population of not less than seventy-five thou-
sand nor more than two hundred thousand, but specific excep-
tions to this requirement may be made by the commissioner
if such exception will not impair the effective or the compre-
hensive nature of the programs for the area. Each area shall
be drawn so as to include and to allow for the development of
mental health and retardation services and facilities, as needed,
which shall be readily accessible to the people in the area,
taking into consideration such factors as geographical bound-
aries, roads and other means of transportation, population
concentration, city, town and county lines, other relevant
community services, and community economic and social
relationships.
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In dividing the state into regions, the department shall
establish no less than four and no more than ten regions,
each region to consist of such number of areas, in appropriate
geographic relationships, as the department may determine.
In establishing each region, consideration shall be given to
city, town and county lines, population concentrations of as
equal proportions as possible, and the achievement of co-
ordination of mental health and retardation services and
facilities on a regional level.
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The department shall annually, after consultation with the
health and welfare commission, review said area and regional
divisions, and shall make such changes therein as may be
necessary, based upon the requirements of this section.

357
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361 Section 18. The commissioner shall, after consultation with

the area board appoint in each community mental health and
retardation area an area director, and an associate area di-

362
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364 rector. Such area directors and associate area directors shall
365 have a doctorate in medicine, nursing or psychology or a
366 master’s degree in public health, nursing or social work and
367 shall have had at least three years’ experience in a professional
368 position in mental health or retardation services.
369 The area director shall perform such duties as are described
370 in this chapter and any other law and such other duties as are
371 assigned by the department. The associate area director shall
372 act in place of the director in the absence of such director and
373 shall perform such duties as are assigned to him by the di-
374 rector.
375 Where there is established within the area a comprehensive
376 center operated by the department and so designated as a
377 comprehensive center by the commissioner, the area director
378 shall also serve as head of such center. Appointment to the
379 combined position shall be made in accord with the provi-
380 sions for approval of the appointment of an area director
381 pursuant to subsection (c) of section twenty-three. The area
382 board shall serve as the citizen board for such center and
383 no other board shall be formed or designated for such center.
384 The area director, subject to departmental regulations shall
385 supervise all employees within such center.
386 Salaries for area directors and associate area directors shall
387 be fixed under and in accordance with sections forty-five to
388 fifty, inclusive, of chapter thirty, taking into account those
389 individual cases where an area director is also superintendent
390 of a state hospital or a comprehensive center.
391 The area director shall, in consultation with the area board,
392 prepare and submit to the regional mental health administrator
393 an annual plan for operation and development of its programs.
394 Such plan shall provide, as far as practicable, a comprehensive
395 community program in mental health and retardation services,
396 as set forth in this section, and as required by departmental
397 standards. The total plan may provide for services and fa-
398 cilities available not only in commonwealth-operated facilities,
399 but through other public or private resources which are made
400 a part of the plan.
401 The area director shall also prepare and submit to the
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regional mental health administrator the proposed annual
budget of the area for programs to be supported on the area
level. The budget shall also set forth program costs which are
to be borne by any source other than the commonwealth, in-
cluding such sources as federal financing or federal research,
demonstration, or training grants, municipal financing, com-
munity vlountary financing, other grants, contributions, fees,
endowments or trusts.

402
403
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409
410 Section 19. The commissioner shall appoint in each com-

munity mental health region a regional mental health admin-
istrator and a regional administrator for mental retardation,
each with extensive experience and skills in their respective
fields. The regional mental health administrator shall per-
form such duties as are set forth in this chapter and such
other duties as the commissioner may determine. He shall
devote full time to his duties. He may be allowed such pro-
fessional affiliations as the commissioner approves, subject to
the provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A. He
shall have a doctorate in medicine with board certification
or board eligibility in psychiatry, and at least five years’ ex-
perience in a professional position in mental health services;
or shall be a psychologist with a diplomate or diplomate eli-
gibility in professional psychology from the American Board
of Examiners in Professional Psychology, and at least five
years’ experience in a professional position in mental health;
or shall havn a doctorate in nursing, or a doctorate in social
welfare and at least five years’ experience in a professional
position in mental health services.
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429
430 The regional administrator for mental retardation shall per-

form the duties prescribed by law and such other duties as
may be assigned to him by the assistant commissioner for
mental retardation or by the commissioner. He shall devote
full time to his duties. He may be allowed such professional
affiliations as the commissioner approves, subject to the pro-
visions of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A. He shall
have a doctorate in medicine with board certification or board
eligibility in psychiatry or pediatrics, and at least five years’
experience in a professional position in mental retardation
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440 services; or shall be a psychologist with a diplomate or diplo-
-441 mate-eligibility in professional psychology from the American
442 Board of Examiners in Professional Psychology, and at least
443 five years’ experience in a professional position in mental re-
-444 tardation services; or shall have a doctorate in nursing or a
445 doctorate in social welfare and at least five years’ experience
446 in a professional position in mental retardation services; or
447 shall have a doctorate in special education with five years’
448 experience in special education.
449 The commissioner shall also appoint in each region a re-
-450 gional director for legal medicine who shall, under the su-
-451 pervision of the regional mental health administrator, per-
-452 form such duties in regards to the regional program in legal
453 medicine as the commissioner may determine. He shall devote
454 full time to his duties. He may be allowed such professional
455 affiliations as th commissioner approves, subject to the pro-
-456 visions of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A. Such
457 regional director in legal medicine may also serve as director
458 of a court clinic facility or other legal medicine service within
459 his region.
460 Such regional director shall have a doctorate in medicine
461 with board certification or board eligibility in psychiatry, and
462 four years’ experience in court work or with delinquents; or
463 shall be a psychologist with a diplomate doctorate or diplo-
-464 mate eligibility in professional psychology from the American
465 Board of Examiners in Professional Psychology, with four
466 years’ experience in court work or with delinquents.
467 The regional administrator shall, subject to appropriation,
468 collaborate, through agreement, contract, or otherwise with
469 the health and welfare commission and other departments of
470 state government concerned with health, welfare and other
471 related services to establish at least one multi-service center
472 in each region, for the purpose of broadening and improving
473 the scope and quality of health and welfare services and to
474 assure the most efficient and effective comprehensive programs
475 for those persons who are unable for social or economic
476 reasons to obtain such services for themselves.

477 Section 20. The regional mental health administrator shall
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receive the proposed annual budgets of each area and the
budgets of the state hospitals and state schools within the
region, and shall review them with the commissioner.

478
479
480

After Such review, the regional administrators shall for-
ward such budgets to the department where they shall become
a part of the departmental budget requests submitted annually
to the budget director, subject to sections twenty-seven and
twenty-eight of chapter twenty-nine.
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Section 21. In each area established under section eighteen
there shall be a community mental health and retardation
area board, hereinafter called the area board, which shall be
an agency of the commonwealth, and shall serve in the de-
partment. The area board shall consist of twenty-one mem-
bers, who shall be appointed by the commissioner. Two-thirds
of the members shall live within the area for which they are
appointed, and the remaining members shall either live or
work within said area. Four members of said board shall
be selected from mental health associations within the area;
and four members shall be selected from the associations for
the mentally retarded within the area. The commissioner
shall include at least one member from each city and if
practicable each town in the area, and shall seek to provide
proper geographical representation in the membership of the
board.

486
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499
500
501
502 Two-thirds of such members shall be persons other than

employees of the commonwealth. No member shall be an
employee of the department.

503
504
505 Upon the expiration of the term of any member of the

area board, his successor shall be appointed, in like manner,
for a term of three years. In the event of a vacancy, the
commissioner may, in like manner, appoint a member who
shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. Members
of the board shall serve without compensation, and shall be
sworn to the faithful performance of their duties. The area
board shall suggest for consideration by the commissioner one
or more names for each such expiring term or vacancy. No
member shall be appointed for more than two consecutive
three-year terms.
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516 Section 22. To facilitate the appointment of the members
517 of the area board, the commissioner shall, with the advice of
518 such mental health associations, associations for the mentally
519 retarded and other local planning groups interested in mental
520 health and in the mentally retarded as are available, appoint
521 in each area a selection committee of seven members, who shall
522 be residents of or workers in the area, and who shall be in-
523 terested in mental health and retardation. No employee of
524 the department shall be on said selection committee. The
525 selection committee shall file a list of fifty names, selected in
526 accordance with the provisions of section twenty-one, with
527 the commissioner. If said committee fails to file such list
528 within thirty days of its appointment, the commissioner shall
529 within thirty days appoint the members of the area board,
530 subject to the provisions of section twenty-one. If said list
531 is so filed, the commissioner shall appoint from said list twenty-
532 one persons whom he approves as members of the area board,
533 and may, if he disapproves any name or names on said list
534 appoint another person or persons not on said list to the area
535 board, subject to the provisions of section twenty-two.

536 Section 23. The area board shall have the following duties
537 and powers:
538 (a) to act as the representative of the citizens of the area;
539 (5) to advise regarding local needs and resources in the
540 development of comprehensive mental health and retarda-
541 tion services;
542 (c) to advise in the recruitment and selection of the
543 area director and associate area director to be appointed
544 by the commissioner, provided that, where the area director
545 will also be an executive head of a facility which is inte-
546 grated with a university medical center or medical school
547 or with a hospital, the university medical school, or hospital
548 authorities shall advise in the recruitment and selection of
549 such director; provided, that the commissioner may designate
550 a person to act as area director in any case in which such
551 office shall be vacant; and provided, further that all such
552 appointments shall be made subject to the provisions of
553 chapter thirty-one;
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id) to review and approve the annual plan and to review
and make recommendations concerning the annual budget
for the comprehensive mental health and retardation serv-
ices of the area.

554
555
556
557
558 (e) to review arrangements and contracts for programs

and services which are a part of the program of the area
but which are not conducted within commonwealth-operated
facilities;

559
560
561
562 (f) to consult with the commissioner in personnel re-

cruitment and appointment policies, in the establishment
of program priorities for the area, in admission policies for
all facilities and services, and in policies regarding relation-
ships with other agencies and organizations;

563
564
565
566
567 (g) to communicate with the mental health advisory

council, established under section sixteen, to discuss any
matters concerning the area program;

568
569
569a (h) to receive and administer any gift or bequest of per-

sonal property or funds in trust or any grant or devise of
lands made to its use in trust in the interest of the area
program of mental health and retardation services, or for
any special purpose as indicated in th gift or grant in trust,
and may invest the proceeds thereof in notes, bonds or
property secured by sufficient mortgages;

569b
569c
569d
569e
569f
569g
570 (i) to receive funds under contracts or other agreements

from community sources, including municipalities as au-
thorized by clause (40C) of section five of chapter forty
for the rendering of services in collaboration with such
municipal or other community or private agencies providing
cooperative or complementary services;

571
572
573
574
575
576 (j) to hold regular meeting in each year and to convene

special meetings on the call of the president, or ten members
of the board; or the area director, or the regional mental
health administrator. The area director shall be notified of,
and may participate in, all meetings, but shall not vote;

577
578
579
580
581 (fc) to elect from their members annually a president and

such other officers as they deem appropriate. The area
board shall adopt rules for their proper organization and
for procedures at meetings. Such rules and any subsequent

582
583
584



SENATE —No. 1035.1966.] 17

amendments thereto shall be submitted to the commissioner585
586 for approval.

Section 24- In accordance with standards established by the
department, each area shall develop and maintain, subject to
appropriation, comprehensive community mental health and
retardation services including specialized services for both
children and adults.

587
588
589
590
591

In mental health services, major consideration shall be
given to the development of (a) inpatient services; (b ) out-
patient services; (c) emergency services on a twenty-four-hour
basis; (d) partial hospitalization services for day care and
night care; and (e) mental health consultation and educational
services to community agencies and professional personnel
practicing in the area.

592
593
594
595
596
597
598

Mental health services shall also where practicable include
(a) diagnostic services; (b) rehabilitative services; (c) pre-
ventive, precare, and aftercare services within the area; ( d)

training programs for various types of personnel, subject to

599
600
601
602

section of chapter thirty; and (e) research pro-
grams including evaluation of effectiveness and efficiency of
the various programs operating within the area.

603
604
605

In mental retardation services, major consideration shall be
given to (a) diagnostic, evaluation and re-evaluation services;
(t>) various treatment services; (c) various training programs;
{d) preschool clinical services; (e) long and short-term, day
and night-care residential services for various purposes.

606
607
608
609
610

Mental retardation services shall also where practicable in-
clude (a) training programs for various types of personnel;
(b) research programs including evaluation of effectiveness
and efficiency of the various programs operating in the area;
and (c) preventive services.

611
612
613
614
615

The services described in this section may, unless otherwise
provided in this chapter or by departmental regulations, be
developed for each area through commonwealth-operated facili-
ties or, subject to appropriation, by contracts for services, the
rates for such services to be established by the commissioner
of administration, and made public. Programs and services
may also be developed in cooperation with facilities or other

616
617
618
619
620
621
622
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623 resources located in other community mental health areas
624 of the commonwealth or operated regionally, subject to appro-
-625 priation. In arranging cooperative services between or among
626 areas, or on a regional basis, provision should be made to
627 ensure continuity of services to clients. Those eligible for par-
-628 ticipation in any one service must be eligible for and have
629 access to other services made available by the area. Services
630 shall be offered without discrimination to all people in the
631 area except where specialized programs are developed such as
632 for children or the aging, provided that within such special-
-633 ized categories the services shall be equally available to all
634 such persons in the area.
635 Section 25. The area board shall appoint an advisory corn-
-636 mittee on mental retardation services and such other advisory
637 committees as it may from time to time deem necessary. The
638 members of such committees shall serve for such terms as the
639 area board may determine.
640 Section 26. The department may from time to time adopt
641 such rules and regulations as it deems necessary to carry out
642 the provisions of this chapter, and may amend or repeal the
643 same.

1 Section 2. Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 10 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:

4 Section 10. The department shall designate those state hos-
-5 pitals, state schools, comprehensive centers, and other facilities
6 to which persons may be committed or admitted as patients
7 under the provisions of this chapter. The department shall
8 inform the courts as to the facilities to which patients may
9 be committed or admitted from each court in the common-

10 wealth. The department may adopt regulations to establish
11 a system of selection of facilities for commitment and admis-
-12 sion from the courts.

1 Section 3. Section thirteen Aof said chapter one hundred
2 twenty-three is hereby repealed.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter 123 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 42, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section J+2. Engineers, firemen, school teachers, and head
5 farmers employed in state hospitals and, except as otherwise
6 provided by the civil service rules, the classified labor service
7 of the department shall be exempt from chapter thirty-one;
8 provided, however, that whenever, as a condition of receiving
9 federal grants for programs and activities to which the federal

10 standards for a merit system of personnel administration
11 relate, federal requirements make necessary the application of
12 the civil service law and rules to any such position, or to the
13 classified labor service or any portion thereof, said positions
14 or service shall be subject to chapter thirty-one; provided,
15 further, such federal requirements are uniform in all states.

1 Section 6. All officers and employees of the department
2 of mental health who immediately prior to the effective date
3 of this act hold positions classified under chapter thirty-one
4 of the General Laws, or have tenure in their positions by
5 reason of sections nine A, nine B and nine D of chapter thirty
6 and section twenty-eight of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-7 three of the General Laws shall continue to be employees
8 of the department of mental health without impairment of
9 civil service status, seniority, retirement and other employ-

-10 ment rights, and without interruption of service within the
11 meaning of said chapter thirty-one or sections nine A, nine B,
12 or Nine D of chapter thirty, and without reduction in his
13 compensation and salary grade, notwithstanding any change
14 in his title or duties made under this act. All officers and
15 employees of said department who immediately prior to said
16 effective date do not hold positions classified under chapter
17 thirty-one of the General Laws, or do not have tenure in
18 their positions by reason of sections nine A, nine B or Nine D
19 of chapter thirty and section twenty-eight of chapter one hun-

1 Section 4. Clause (/) of section twenty-nine of said chap-
-2 ter one hundred twenty-three is hereby repealed.
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20 dred and twenty-three of the General Laws shall continue to be
21 employees of said department under this act without impair-
-22 ment of seniority, reitrement and other rights, and without
23 interruption of service within the meaning of section nine A,
24 nine B, or nine D of said chapter thirty and without reduc-
-25 tion in compensation and salary grade.
26 Any person serving under appointment for a term in the
27 said department immediately prior to the effective date of this
28 act shall continue so to serve in a position of at least equiva-
-29 lent rank, salary and other benefits until the expiration of the
30 term for which he has been appointed; and any benefits or
31 rights to which such person would have been entitled upon the
32 expiration of such term shall not be impaired by this act.

1 Section 6A. All unexpended balances of moneys heretofore
2 appropriated for the division of mental hygiene shall be avail-
-3 able for expenditures by the department of mental health on
4 the effective date of this act.

1 Section 7. The educational requirements set forth in chapter
2 nineteen of the General Laws for taking a civil service exam-
-3 ination for offices or positions in the department of mental
4 health shall be imposed by the director of civil service, unless
5 said requirements are inconsistent with the educational re-
-6 quirements to be applied as they may relate to federal stand-
-7 ards, if any, under the provisions of section six A of chapter
8 thirty-one of the General Laws.

1 Section 8. In appointing the original members of the mental
2 health advisory council established under section sixteen of
3 chapter nineteen of the General Laws, as appearing in section
4 one of this act, the governor shall appoint ten members for
5 terms of one year, ten for terms of two years, and ten for
6 terms of three years, as he may designate. Upon the comple-
-7 tion of the term of any such original member, his successor
8 shall be appointed for the term and in the manner set forth
9 in section sixteen of said chapter nineteen.

1 Section 9. In appointing the original members of a com-
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munity mental health and retardation area board, pursuant
to the provisions of section twenty-one of chapter nineteen
of the General Laws, as appearing in section one of this act,
the commissioner of mental health shall appoint seven mem-
bers for terms of one year, seven for terms of two years and
seven for terms of three years, as he may designate. Upon
the completion of the term of any such member, his successor
shall be appointed for the term and in the manner set forth in
said section twenty-one of said chapter nineteen.

Section 10. The department of mental health shall forth-
with complete the division of the commonwealth into areas
and regions as provided by section eighteen of chapter nine-
teen of the General Laws, as appearing in section one of
this act.








