
ACTS 

Chap. 1. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE LAW RELATING TO 
COMPULSORY PROPERTY PROTECTION INSURANCE FOR ALL 
REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately make certain perfective 
changes in the law relating to compulsory property protection 
insurance for all registered motor vehicles, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 340 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 707 of the acts of 1975, is hereby 
amended by striking out the third and fourth paragraphs and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs:-

Insurers shall also make available to option (1) insured 
additional coverage whereby the deductible of two hundred dollars 
under said option (1) is reduced to an amount, no less than one 
hundred dollars, except that an insurer may refuse to issue such 
additional coverage on the basis of accident frequency, claims 
paid, or conviction of moving violations of motor vehicle laws; 
provided, that no insurer may refuse to issue such optional 
additional coverage because of age, sex, race, occupation or 
principal place of garaging of the vehicle. 

Insurers shall also make available additional coverage whereby 
an insured who has selected option (1) shall be entitled to full 
payment, without regard to comparative negligence or any 
deductible if any.of the cases described in clauses (a) to fe), 
inclusive, of said option (2) occur; provided that the negligence 
attributable to such an insured Is fifty per cent or less. 

SECTION 2. The third paragraph of section 113B of chapter 175 
of the General Laws, as appearing in section IB of said chapter 
707, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- Each insurer 
shall use a merit rating plan to vary rates and premiums on the 
basis of accident frequency according to fault, claims paid, 
conviction of moving violations of motor vehicle laws, or any 
other similar or relevant factors; provided, however, that no such 
plan shall use any records or factors more than three years prior to 
the policy year for which it varies such rates or premiums; and 
shall use records from the registry of motor vehicles to determine 
accident frequency and number of accidents of drivers. 

SECTION 3. Section 113 0 of chapter 175 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in section 5 of said chapter 707, is hereby further 
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amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- Insurers shall also make 
available additional coverage whereby the deductible of two 
hundred dollars is reduced to an amount not less than one hundred 
dollars, except that an insurer may refuse to issue such optional 
additional coverage on the basis of claims paid, or conviction of 
moving violations of motor vehicle laws; provided, that no insurer 
may refuse to issue such optional additional coverage because of 
age, sex, race, occupation or principal place of garaging of the 
vehicle. 

SECTION 4. Clause (f) of section 4 of chapter 175E of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 6 of said chapter 707, is 
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in 
place thereof the following sentence:- On or after January first, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, each insurer shall use a merit 
rating plan to vary rates and premiums on the basis of accident 
frequency according to fault, claims paid, conviction of moving 
violations of motor vehicle laws, or any other similar and relevant 
factors; provided, however, that no such plan shall use any records 
or factors more than three years prior to the policy year for which 
it varies such rates or premiums; and shall use records from the 
registry of motor vehicles to determine accident frequency and 
number of accidents of drivers. 

SECTION 5. This act shall apply to motor vehicle insurance 
policies issued after the effective date of this act. 

Approved January 17, 1976 

Chap. 2. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD TO 
RENEW CERTAIN FEDERAL AID ANTICIPATION NOTES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of section three of 

chapter seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five 
to the contrary, the treasurer of the city of New Bedford, with the 
approval of the mayor of said city, is hereby authorized to renew 
federal aid anticipation notes of the city, in the amount of two 
hundred and seventeen thousand eight hundred dollars, payable in 
not more than one year from their dates, in order to pay the 
federal aid anticipation notes of the city dated March first, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-two, in the amount of two hundred 
and forty-eight thousand four hundred dollars which were 
renewed on November eighth, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, 
and most recently renewed on February twenty-eighth, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-five and the federal aid anticipation notes of 
the city dated November tenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-two, 
in the amount of four hundred and thirty thousand dollars, which 
were most recently renewed on November eighth, nineteen 


