
SENATE No. 450

By Mr. Hammond, a petition of George D. Hammond for legislation to pro-
vide a penalty for the conversion of certain rental equipment. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after Section 30, the following section:
3 Section 30A. Whoever having possession of a motor vehicle,
4 trailer, equipment, or tool, or any other personal property of
5 another by virtue of a contract of hiring or borrowing, or
6 other bailment, who shall without the consent of the owner.
7 fraudulently convert such property to his own use with in-
-8 tent to deprive the owner of the value of same shall be

guilty of larceny.
10 Refusal to return such motor vehicle, trailer, equipment, or
11 tool, or any other personal property, under a contract of
12 hiring or borrowing or other bailment within ten days after
13 being given notice of termination of said contract, shall be
14 prima facie evidence of an intent that such person intended
15 to convert the property to his own use and to deprive the
16 owner of the value of same.
17 “Notice” as used herein shall be notice in writing sent by
18 registered or certified mail or telegram, addressed to such
19 person at the place listed on the contract of bailment, and it
20 shall constitute prima facie evidence that such notice was
21 given if any of the following conditions are met:
22 (a) A return receipt is in the possession of the sender signed
23 by the person to whom it was addressed, or
24 (b) The envelope has been returned to the sender thereof
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with a notation thereupon “refused by addressee”, or25
any other notation similar or commonly used by the
United States Post Office, or
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(c) The telegram has been returned to the sender thereof
with a notation thereupon “refused by addressee”, or29
any other notation similar or commonly used by the
telegraph office, or
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(d) That the envelope is returned to the sender with a
stamp normally used by the United States Post Office
showing that no such address exists, or

(e) That the envelope is returned to the sender with a stamp
normally used by the United States Post Office showing
that the person does not live, reside, or office at the
address so indicated, or

(f) That the telegram is returned to the sender indicating
that the person does not live, office or reside at the
address so indicated.
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42 If at any time after notice is given, the lessor commences

or indicates the commencement of any criminal action of
whatever nature against the lessee, then in no event shall such
lessor be liable in any civil action brought by the lessee
against the said lessor for abuse of process, defamation of
character, slander, libel or any other damages that might re-
sult from such initiation or indication of initiation of such
criminal proceedings.
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