
SENATE No. 453

By Mr. Kevin B. Harrington, a petition of Kevin B. Harrington, Oliver F.
Ames and another for legislation to abolish the death penalty. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6of chapter 113 of the General Laws is
2 hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Section 152 of chapter 127 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 467 of the
3 acts of 1961, is hereby further amended by striking out the
4 second paragraph.

1 Section 3. Section lof chapter 265 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in line 3, the words “with death or” and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the word: by.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 265 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 2, as most recently amended by section 12
3 of chapter 731 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. Whoever is guilty of murder in the first degree or
6 murder in the second degree shall be punished by imprison-
-7 ment in the state prison for life. No person shall be eligible
8 for parole under section one hundred and thirty-three A of
9 chapter one hundred and twenty-seven while he is serving a

10 life sentence for murder in the first degree; but if his sentence
11 is commuted therefrom by the governor and council under the
12 provisions of section one hundred and fifty-two of said chapter
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13 he shall thereafter be subject to the provisions of law govern-
-14 ing parole for persons sentenced for lesser offenses.

1 Section 5. Section 66 of chapter 277 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended

3 by striking out, in lines 1 and 2, the words “with death or” and
i inserting in place thereof the word: —by

Section 6. Chapter 279 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 4, as most recently amended
by section 37 of chapter 777 of the acts of 1957, and inserting
in place thereof the following section:
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Section 4. Sentence shall be imposed upon conviction of a
crime, although exceptions have been alleged or an appeal
taken. If sentence is imposed upon conviction of a crime, the
reservation, filing or allowance of exceptions or the entry of
an appeal shall not stay the execution of the sentence unless
the justice imposing it, or a justice of the supreme judicial
court, files a certificate that in his opinion there is reasonable
doubt whether the judgment should stand; and if execution of
sentence is so stayed, the justice may at the same time make
an order relative to the custody of the prisoner or for admit-
ting him to bail.
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Section 7. Sections 43 to 52, inclusive, of said chapter
279 are hereby repealed.
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