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By Mr. McCann, a petition of L. L. Laughlin, Commissioner of Public Safety,
for legislation to authorize said commissioner to promote for meritorious
service Corporal John R. O’Donovan to the position of State Police Detective
Lieutenant Inspector. Public Service.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the commissioner of public safety to
PROMOTE FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE CORPORAL JOHN R. O’DONOVAN,
A MEMBER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE POLICE, UNIFORM
BRANCH OF THE POSITION OF STATE POLICE DETECTIVE LIEUTENANT
INSPECTOR, MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of chapters twenty-two and
2 thirty-one of the General Laws and of any general or special
3 laws to the contrary, the commissioner of public safety is
4 hereby authorized to promote Corporal John R. O’Donovan, a
5 member of the Massachusetts State Police, Uniform Branch,
6 to the position of State Police Detective Lieutenant Inspector,
7 Massachusetts Department of Public Safety, for meritorious
8 service above and beyond the call of duty on the night of
9 April 27, 1966, in the city of Boston, when the said Corporal

10 John R. O’Donovan, confronted at gunpoint by an armed and

11 dangerous fugitive, in complete disregard of his own safety
12 and imminent personal danger displayed extreme gallantry
13 and devotion to duty, and although seriously wounded and in
14 the direct line of fire aided his fellow officers in the ensuing
15 gun battle, all in the highest traditions of police service. Said
16 commissioner is also hereby authorized to increase the number
17 of positions of State Police Detective Lieutenant Inspector,
18 Massachusetts Department of Public Safety, by one, irre-
-19 spective of any existing list of eligible persons, in order to ful-
-20 fil the purposes of this act.
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