
SENATE No. 851
By Mr. Donahue (by request), a petition of James B. King and another for

legislation relative to tax abatements for persons seventy years of age or older
who pay rent. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

1
An Act relative to certain rentors seventy years

OF AGE OR OLDER.

1 Chapter 728 of the Acts of 1966 are further amended by
A 2 adding a new section after Section 5 thusly:

3 With respect to extending the tax abatement for those
4 elderly who are not homeowners but who rent and are in need
5 of relief from the heavy burdens of rental costs, the following
6 provisions shall apply in granting relief to said taxpayers:
7 A person who is seventy years of age or over by January
8 Ist of the year and who filed for but is not living in public
9 housing, and who must have been domiciled in Massachusetts

10 for the ten years preceding January Ist of the year filed for,
11 and who has rented the real estate on which this exemption
12 is claimed for five years preceding January Ist, or other
13 property in the same municipality for a total of five years,
14 and who rented and occupied such real estate as his domicile
15 as of January Ist of the year filed for, and who owns property
16 with the total value of the living unit being rented by the
17 person or his spouse or by them jointly does not exceed $20,-
lB 000, and who had in the preceding year a net income from all
19 sources, both taxable and non-taxable of less than $4,000 or,
20 if married, a combined net income from all sources both
21 taxable and non-taxable with his spouse of less than $5,000,
22 and who shall in the case of real estate rented by a person
23 jointly with a person (s) not his spouse, the amount of his
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24 exemption under this clause shall be that proportion of the
25 rent paid which the amount of rent of such bears to the whole
26 annual rent thereof, provided no exemption shall be granted
27 to any person living jointly unless the combined net income
28 from all sources both taxable and non-taxable of such per-
-29 sons living jointly or with their respective spouse, is less than
30 $5,000, other than the applicant.
31 In addition, the gross annual rent will reflect 10% of the
32 value of the unit, and the local tax rate multiplied by the
33 total value of the unit should give you the taxes that should
34 have been paid on the unit. In addition, applications for abate-
-35 ment under this act shall be processed by the assessors in the
36 municipalities in which the applicant resides.
37 Under no conditions shall the total payments to the indi-
-38 vidual exceed Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars.
39 The Commonwealth will re-imburse the cities and towns
40 for said payments.


