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FINAL REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION
(established under Chapter 543 of the Acts of 1961)

TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION RELATIVE TO
PARTICIPATION BY THE COMMONWEALTH IN THE

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR - SIXTY-FIVE
WORLD’S FAIR.

May 23, 1967.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The report to both of your honorable bodies dated January 28,
1963 by the Special Commission, covered in detail the activities
and actions of the Commission in complete detail commencing
with the November 19, 1959 meeting of the New England Gov-
ernor's Conference, and their vote to appoint a Special Committee
to advise the Governors as to the possibility of the joint participa-
tion of the New England States in the New York World’s Fair of
1964 and 1965 through the recommendation that the Common-
wealth participate with the other New England States in an exhibit
at the Fair.

The Commission at that time reported that the further legisla-
tive action (Chapter 791 of the Acts of 1962 Item 0405 - 03)
for the planning of an exhibit had been carried out.

Accompanying that report were appendixes of the various con-
tracts let through the filing date and in it’s entirety is now on
file with the Secretary of State of the Commonwealth and in the
absence of any necessity for re-writing it here, this report will deal
with the activities of the Commission from the date of the report
above mentioned.

Besides the two Acts establishing the Commission (Chapter 543
of the Acts of 1961 and Chapter 791 of the Acts of 1962) the
Commission received extensions of time to file this final report
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as well as to increase the membership of the Commission under
Resolves 97 of the Acts of 1963 and 142 of the Acts of 1965.

Section 2 of Chapter 442 of the Acts of 1963 provided for the
staffing of the Massachusetts Pavilion, and Chapter 381 of the Acts
of 1964 provided for the transfer of certain funds and finally
Chapter of the Acts of 1966 extended the final date for
filing a report to December 1966.

A continuing audit of the Accounts of the Special Commission
have been maintained by the State Auditor since its inception, the
most recent having been released by State Auditor Thaddeus
Buczko on November 21, 1966 covering the entire period from
the appointments and organization of the Commission to April 6,
1966.

The Auditor is also authorized to audit the accounts of the New
England Council World’s Fair Corporation which disbursed the
funds of the Commonwealth as well as the other New England
States, and while this Commission has repeatedly attempted to
obtain final figures to include in this report it has been unable to
do so, the Corporation informing Commissioner of Administration
and Finance John J. McCarthy as far back as March 8, 1966, that
“we still have a number of important matters to carry to a con-
clusion, and it is impossible at this time to set any date as to when
a final report will be available. At such time, however, if there
are any unexpended funds, it is our intent to distribute them to
the States in accordance with the formula for participation”.

The final date for reporting to your Honorable Bodies having
arrived however, this report can no longer be postponed and the
final fiscal reports will have to be taken from the final audits of
the State Auditor on the Special Commission Accounts and the
New England Council World’s Fair Corporation accounts.

The Community Events Participation at the New England States
Exhibit included thirty-one Massachusetts communities days with
2127 participants, and included programs ranging from the Ancient
and Honorable Artillery Company re-enacting its traditional Drum
Head Election to concerts by the sixty voice boys choir of America’s
oldest preparatory school for boys, the Governor Dummer Academy
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of South Byfield, Massachusetts. The University Chorale of Bos-
ton College in a concert, to a Somerset Community Chorus con-
cert tribute to the late President John F. Kennedy.

The operation and staffing of the Massachusetts Pavilion during
the 1964 session of the Fair was under the direction of the Com-
mission on Administration and Finance and during 1965 under
the director of the Department of Commerce and Development by
legislative and administrative order.

Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Commerce and
Development James S. McCormack who originally served as a
member of this Commission was charged with overseeing the
operation of the Massachusetts Pavilion and was extremely co-
operative and able in coordinating the efforts of that Department
with the activities of this Commission.

The Department of Commerce and Development besides op-
erating, maintaining and staffing the Massachusetts Pavilion, also
handled the Community Events from Massachusetts previously
referred to.

The staff enlisted by the Department answered thousands of
oral requests for information mostly with reference to Vacation
Travel in Massachusetts, and may written requests which were
in turn forwarded to the particular vacation area of the state for
the mailing out of the proper information.

Many thousands of Vacation Travel Maps and other vacation
travel literature was distributed to visitors to the Massachusetts
Pavilion.

It is interesting to note that the season following the closing of
the Fair (1966) was the most successful Vacation Travel year in
the entire history of the Commonwealth and while it cannot of
necessity be attributed to the participation of the Commonwealth
in the Fair nevertheless the range of questions from fishing to ex-
pressions of interest in Cape Cod, the historic points of interest in
and around Boston to music schedules in the Berkshires indicate
some of the Vacation Travel success of this past year may have
been stimulated by the presence of our Massachusetts Pavilion.
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Estimated attendance figures compiled by the Fair indicated
the New England Exhibit shared honors with Illinois, (which
featured a life size animated figure of Abraham Lincoln with a
recorded voice speaking to the visitors seated in the auditorium)
as being the most popular state exhibits at the Fair.

Massachusetts participation in the New York World’s Fair was
the first such activity in a quarter of a century, and possibly only
the second time in the history of the state and consequently the
Commission and other state personnel involved were forced to feel
their way through the initial stages of this development and were
on some occasions the recipients of criticisms which were accepted
with extremely good grace by those receiving them, but on the
whole the Commission feels that a good and successful effort in
promoting Massachusetts was achieved which was the principal
purpose of our states participation.

We regret the breakdown of communications between the Com-
mission and the New England Council World’s Fair Corporation
(excluding the Trustees appointed to represent Massachusetts)
which group seemed to feel the Commission were intruders once
the Commonwealth’s funds were turned over to them.

The Commission’s recommendations to the previous Commis-
sioner of Administration and Finance about maintaining some
control over the funds of the taxpayers of Massachusets were not
accepted by him in the drafting of the contract between the Com-
monwealth and the New England Council World’s Fair Corpora-
tion and thus the Commission found it difficult if not almost im-
possible to obtain information and data from this Corporation.

The Commission respectfully suggests that in any future parti-
cipation by the Commonwealth in such programs that the Com-
monwealth keep sufficient control to itself so as to have the final
determination of its wishes within state control and the right to
determine the best areas of interest for the state and the best
means and techniques of achieving them.
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Respectfully submitted,
The Special Commission on the

Participation by the Commonweatlh
in the 1964 -1965 World’s Fair.

Sen. DENIS L. McKENNA

Rep. J. HILARY ROCKETT

Sen. GEORGE D. HAMMOND

Rep. TIMOTHY W. HICKEY

Rep. JOHN F. DONOVAN, Jr.

Rep. ANTHONY J. BURKE

Rep. JOSEPH E. BRETT
Rep. THOMAS W. McGEE






