
SENATE No. 1251

Senate June 12, 1967.

The joint special committee established to prepare rules for the
government of the two branches reports (in part), recommending
that the Joint Rules be amended by inserting after Joint Rule 23 (as
printed in the Manual) the following new rule:

EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION PLANS.
Joint Rule 23A. Any reorganization plan (accompanied by a bill)

submitted by the Governor under the provisions of Article
LXXXVII of the amendments to the Constitution shall be referred
by the Clerks of the Senate and the House to the Senate and House
committees on Rules, acting jointly, within five days of the presen-
tation thereof.

Said committee, to which is referred any such reorganization
plan, shall, as required by said Article, not later than thirty days
after the presentation of such plan by the Governor, hold a public
hearing thereon; and shall not later than ten days after such hear-
ing report that it either approves or disapproves such plan.

When recommending action, the committee shall make, in each
branch, a separate report of its recommendations, and shall file
said report, together with the committee’s recommendations and
the reasons therefor in writing. Majority and minority reports shall
be signed by the members of said committee. Any official papers
in the possession of said committee that relate thereto shall be filed
with the Clerk of the Senate.

If the committee recommends favorable action, the report shall
be that the reorganization plan “ought to be approved”. If the
committee recommends adverse action, the report shall be that the
reorganization plan “ought NOT to be approved”. In each instance,
the question shall be “Shall this reorganization plan be approved?”.

In each branch, the report shall be read and forthwith recorded
in the Journal. On the legislative day next following the Journal
record, the report shall be placed in the Orders of the Day of the
Senate and the House.
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When the time within which a joint committee is required to re-
port on a reorganization plan has expired, a matter upon which no
report has been made shall forthwith be placed in the Orders of
the Day by the Clerks of each branch and the question shall be
“Shall this reorganization plan be approved?”.

The sense of each branch shall be taken by the yeas and nays on
the question of approving the plan, as reported in each branch, and
when such plan is before either branch, no motion relating to said
plan shall be allowed except the motions to lay on the table, to post-
pone to a time certain, or to commit or recommit (at the pleasure
of either branch). All of which motions shall be decided by the
yeas and nays.

A motion to discharge any committee to which is referred or
to which is recommitted a reorganization plan shall not be in order
prior to the expiration of forty days after the Governor’s presenta-
tion of such plan. After the expiration of said forty days, a motion
to discharge a committee shall be decided by a majority vote of
the branch in which the motion is made.

Unless disapproved by a majority vote of the members of either
of the two branches of the General Court present and voting, the
General Court not having prorogued within sixty days from the
date of presentation by the Governor, the plan shall be approved
and shall take effect as provided by Article LXXXVII of the
Amendments to the Constitution.

Within seven days of the expiration of the sixty days from the
date of presentation of said plan by the Governor, unless the ques-
tion has already been decided, the Clerks of the Senate and House
of Representatives shall place the plan in the Orders of the Day;
and no motions except the motions to take a recess, to adjourn,
the previous question, or to close debate at a specified time, shall be
in order.

No such reorganization plan presented to the General Court shall
be subject to change or amendment before expiration of such sixty
days.

For the committee,

Representative ROBERT H. QUINN

Senator KEVIN B. HARRINGTON


