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Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to provide forthwith that the 
laws of the commonwealth relative to the protection of consumers 
against careless and erroneous billings continue to be in con
formity with federal law and regulations, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Until April first, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, com
pliance by any creditor with the Fair Credit Billing Act (P.L. 
93-495,58) comprising Title III of the Federal Truth in Lending 
Act (P.L. 90-321, 146) and the regulations promulgated 
thereunder, shall be deemed and construed to be compliance for 
all purposes with the provisions of chapter ninety-three C of the 
General Laws and no action or failure to act by any creditor shall 
constitute a violation of said chapter ninety-three C unless such 
action or failure to act would constitute a violation of said Federal 
Act or of the regulations promulgated thereunder. 

Approved May 24, 1976. 

Chap. 124. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF OVERTIME 
PAY TO CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWN OF NORFOLK. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 

special law to the contrary, the town of Norfolk is hereby author
ized to appropriate from available funds, the sum of eight thou
sand five hundred and fifty dollars and seventy cents and after 
such appropriation the treasurer of said town is authorized to pay 
such sum to certain members of the highway department of said 
town as set forth in a schedule on file in the office of the town 
clerk of said town as compensation for overtime work performed 
by them during the period from May first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-four, to July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-five. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved May 24, 1976. 

Chap. 125. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF SHREWSBURY TO 
APPROPRIATE FUNDS FROM THE STABILIZATION FUND 
AT A CERTAIN SPECIAL TOWN MEETING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section five B of 

chapter forty of the General Laws, the stabilization fund in the 
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town of Shrewsbury may be appropriated for garage facilities at 
the next special town meeting following the nineteen hundred and 
seventy-six annual town meeting by a two-thirds vote. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved May 24, 1976. 

Chap. 126. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE COST-OF-LIVING ADJUST
MENT IN RETIREMENT ALLOWANCES, PENSIONS AND 
ANNUITIES OF RETIRED EMPLOYEES AND OTHER 
BENEFICIARIES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to regulate forthwith cost-of-
living adjustments in pensions, retirement allowances and 
annuities, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conven
ience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 102, as most recently amended by section 
25A of chapter 684 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place 
thereof the following section:-

Section 102. (a) The life actuary in the division of insurance 
shall annually in the month of January determine the percentum 
of change in the average cost-of-living for the previous year as 
shown by the United States Consumer Price Index for such year, 
as compared with the average as shown by said index for the year 
nineteen hundred and seventy-three, or for the last previous year 
which was the basis for an increase or decrease as provided herein, 
or in any case where a retirement allowance, pension, or annuity 
became effective subsequent to the last previous year in which an 
increase or decrease as provided herein became effective, for the 
year in which such retirement allowance, pension, or annuity 
became effective and shall submit such determination to the 
general court by filing a report with the clerk of the house of repre
sentatives. In the event that such comparison indicates an increase 
in the cost-of-living of at least three per cent, the retirement 
allowance, pension, or annuity of every former employee of the 
commonwealth or of any county, city, town, district, housing or 
redevelopment authority, or of the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority, or of the spouse or other beneficiary of any such 
former employee who is receiving a retirement allowance, pension, 
or annuity shall, beginning July first of said year, be increased by 
such percentum as the general court shall determine. In the event 
that such comparison indicates a decrease in the cost-of-living of 
at least three per cent, the retirement allowance, pension, or 
annuity of every former employee of the commonwealth or of any 


