
SENATE 1293

Senate, June 27, 1967.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the House Bill relative to the enforcement of orders of
support of a wife and children and for custody of children by the
probate court, and providing that the expense of service of cita-
tions therein be borne by the county (House, No. 2892, amended),
reports recommending that the same be amended by substituting
therefor a new draft entitled “An Act providing that citations for
contempt in proceedings for support of a wife or children may be
served by certified mail and that the cost thereof and of the serv-
ice of writs of capias in such proceedings shall be borne by the
county” (Senate, No. 1293), and that, when so amended, the
same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee

JOHN E. HARRINGTON, Jr.
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[June 1967.SENATE —No. 1293.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven,

An Act providing that citations for contempt in proceed-

ings FOR SUPPORT OF A WIFE OR CHILDREN MAY BE SERVED BY

CERTIFIED MAIL AND THAT THE COST THEREOF AND OF THE SERVICE

OF WRITS OF CAPIAS IN SUCH PROCEEDINGS SHALL BE BORNE BY THE
COUNTY.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 215 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 34 the following section; —■
3. Section 34A. Upon application in writing by either party
4 to a libel for divorce or in an action for separate support for
5 a contempt citation, the register of probate of the county in
6 which such libel or action is pending shall issue a contempt
7 citation against any party for failure to obey any decree of
8 said court relative to the support of a wife or children or
9 wife and children or affecting the custody of children. Said

10 citation shall be returnable at a time convenient for the
11 court, and service thereof shall be made by the register by
12 certified mail, return receipt requested. The cost of such
13 mailing shall be borne by the county. If the party so cited
14 for contempt fails to appear, the court may order a capias
15 to issue which shall be returnable forthwith or at such time
16 as the court may order. The capias shall be served by a
17 deputy sheriff, and the costs of service thereof shall be paid
18 by the county. The expenses for the service of such capias
19 shall be approved by the court.
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