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Department of Education,
182 Tremont Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02111

June 30, 1967.

To His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, and
the Honorable Members of the General Court:

We are pleased to send you, herewith, the report of the Ad-
visory Commission on Academically Talented Pupils.

The Advisory Commission on Academically Talented Pupils was
established under Chapter 61 of the Resolves of 1960 and given
the mandate under Chapter 651 of the Acts of 1964 to make a
comprehensive study of the experiences of the various programs
financed under this act and to report to the General Court the
results of its study and its recommendations, if any, together with
drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into
effect. This Commission has conducted such a study and herewith
submits its recommendations.

In addition to the information submitted at this time, an ex-
tensive study of programs for academically talented children op-
erated in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and superintendents’
attitudes toward such programs is in the process of being com-
pleted and will be submitted as an addendum to this report.

The primary matter in this report is The Advisory Commission’s
account of reimbursements made, description of courses which have
been planned because of available funds for reimbursement, and
recommendations which might improve educational offerings for
the academically talented. Before turning to the specific points
of information which this report intends to convey, The Advisory
Commission on Academically Talented Pupils wishes to acknowl-
edge the wisdow and forward thinking of the General Court in
appropriating $145,000 as reimbursement monies since the start
of fiscal 1966. It is only through this type of assistance that many
school districts are able to provide equal educational opportunity
for the academically talented pupil. Increased appropriations in
the ensuing years could extend programs already begun and
would serve as a strong incentive for many new offerings.
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This letter of transmittal is aimed at presenting a report which
assesses accomplishments, encourages renewed support, and indi-
cates weaknesses in the education of academically talented pupils.
We shall continue to dedicate our efforts to educating the aca-
demically talented student in the finest traditions of this Common-
wealth and to the pursuit of excellence.

Respectfully submitted,

*

Margaret M. Callahan
Sumner Gerstein
Vincent L. Hawes
Theodore Herberg
Shirley R. Lewis
Mary E. McManamy
Otty Norwood
Thomas F. O’Brien
Mercia C. Pike
Billie K. Press
Donald R. Nickerson, Chairman

Owen B. Kiernan,
Commissioner of Education
June 30, 1967

THE ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON ACADEMICALLY

TALENTED PUPILS
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I. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the General Court be commended for the leadership and
forward thinking demonstrated in granting funds for this most
necessary educational offering.

2. That the General Court be petitioned to continue support for the
education of the academically talented, and that an increased
allocation of funds for reimbursement be made available to the
Massachusetts Department of Education.

3. That the General Court continue legislation which enables the
State Department of Education to provide services for the aca-
demically talented.

11. DEFINITION OF TERMS

The following comments constitute a quote from the Final Re-
port of the Massachusetts Commission on the Academically Tal-
ented entitled “The Education of Academically Talented Pupils in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts” published in 1961.

“The term ‘academic talent’ may have different shades of meaning, how-
ever, it is generally held to connote an expertise on the part of the
individual to understand matters intellectual. To this end the following
criteria have been employed in ascribing the term to individuals:

1. Superior achievements in areas of intellectual challenge
2. An intelligence quotient of approximately 120 and above
3. Past performance and teacher recommendations
4. Evidence of advanced critical and creative thought.

These criterial involve about 10% of the total school population.
The general criteria suggested for the identification of the academically

talented do not focus specific attention on a group that can be called ‘the
highly academically talented’. In this group are students of extraordinary
ability, I.Q. 137 and above, and achievement on a very high intellectual
plane. It is clear that this group presents unusual educational problems,
inasmuch as suitable programs would tend to be on a small scale, how-
ever, the lack of these suitable programs might leave the greatest of
academic talent still unnurtured. It is the hope of the Commission that
every school system will make a special effort to design programs for the
academically talented that will provide the necessary refinements for this,
relatively small group.”

Thus, the recommendation has been made that those communi-
ties Whose aim is to provide an equal educational opportunity for
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all children be encouraged to structure their curriculum so that
both segments within the broad definition of academically talented
be provided for through two distinct offerings: (1) moderately
gifted (I.Q. 120-137), (2) highly gifted (above 137 1.Q.).

Programs operating within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
at present include acceleration, enrichment, homogeneous grouping
(in whole or in part), supplementary programs conducted outside
regular school hours, advanced placement, honors groups, and on-
campus college study. Such educational programs concentrate a
fair share of our educational resources on the academically talented
student. A description of specific programs will be presented fur-
ther in this report.

Evidence indicates that successful teachers of the academically
talented possess a high degree of professional competence plus a
thorough knowledge of the subject matter in which they specialize.
Experience indicates that they show a great understanding for the
psychological, emotional, and social needs of intellectually superior
students.

A principal role of the State Department of Education is re-
sponsibility for the funds the General Court appropriates for reim-
bursement. The Department is able to assist local school districts
in conducting greatly needed courses specifically designed for the
academically talented. Proposals received in 1967 requested a total
amount of approximately $400,000. Funds were allocated to the ex-
tent of approximately $120,000. As a result many school systems
were discouraged from applying because of limited availability of
funds.

111. PROGRAMS NOW OPERATING

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE TEACHERS
OF ACADEMICALLY TALENTED PUPILS

V. ROLE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

A. Fiscal
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Professional assistance is afforded to school districts, state col-
leges and private institutions of higher learning, that are inter-
ested in implementing programs to assist the academically tal-
ented. In addition to counseling school administrators, the Depart-
ment has offered consultative services to most of the leading univer-
sities in the state. The universities have been principally interested
in assisting teachers to work effectively with academically talented
children.

Workshops have been held in all areas of the state in the past
two years. These have enabled administrators and teachers from
local school systems to meet with some of the most eminent au-
thorities in the field of the gifted. This has been possible because
the General Court has appropriated funds for administrative and
consultative services.

Finally, the State Department of Education has a supervisory
role assisting communities where programs for academically tal-
ented children exist, or where school administrators plan such pro-
grams. All systems receiving funds for reimbursement must be
thoroughly supervised before expenditures can be made.

For fiscal 1966 the General Court appropriated $45,000 for re-
imbursement to cities and towns operating programs for academ-
ically talented children. The following is a breakdown of how
$25,000 was spent the remainder was carried over to 1967.

Arlington $ 1,690.00
Greenfield 450.00
Marblehead 4,410.00
North Adams 2,520.00
Sharon 4,980.00
Woburn 2,050.00
Hingham 7,780.00
Taunton 878.71
Tolland 19.96
Sandisfield 59.92
Granville 199.78

TOTAL $25,038.37

B. Professional Assistance

C, Supervision

VI. ACCOUNTING OF FUNDS EXPENDED
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During fiscal 1967 there was a legislative allocation of $lOO,OOO
with an additional $20,461.63 remaining unused from fiscal 1966.
It was felt that this latter amount could be wisely used as reim-
bursement in addition to the $lOO,OOO already slated for distribu-
tion in fiscal 1967.

The unexpected resignation of the supervisory specialist in this
area, compounded by the problem of acquiring an adequate re-
placement accounts for the delay in developing this program to its
fullest potential. Accordingly, it has been necessary to petition the
General Court for permission to hold over the above $120,000 so
that this amount can be paid for projects completed during the
school year 1967-68. A concomitant request for additional funds
for fiscal 1968 is also in process in order to insure a fair share of
reimbursement monies to each of the school systems. It would
further serve to encourage schools to develop curricula especially
designed for the academically talented student.

Forms for reimbursement were issued by the Department in
March to all school superintendents directing their attention to
Chapter 651. Within three weeks all proposals were received in
this office. A personal supervisory visit was made to each com-
munity submitting a proposal. A meeting of the Advisory Commis-
sion was held, and the following allocations as reimbursements for
programs for academically talented children were made and sub-
sequently approved by the State Board of Education:

Brookline $ 19,652,00
Fall River 11,375.00
Brockton 11,274.00
Quincy 11,007.00
Waltham : 7,496.00
Sharon 6,443.00
Northampton 5,962.00
Plymouth - Carver School District 5,188.00
Lincoln - Sudbury School District 5,178,00
Hingham 5,155,00
Boston 3,608.00
Lexington 3,524.00
Woburn 2,921.00
Hanover et al at Bridgewater State 2,502.00
North Adams 2,465.00
Stoughton 2,448.00
West Boylston 2,325.00
Holliston 2,123.00
Rockland 1,853.00
Taunton 1,750.00
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REIMBURSEMENTS ISSUED (Continued)

Wahconah Regional School District 1,683.00
Wachusett Regional School District 1,583.00
Needham 1,500.00
Greenfield 740.00
Townsend 245.00

TOTAL $120,000.00

VII. DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OFFERINGS WHICH HAVE
PROVIDED QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ACADEMICALLY

TALENTED PUPILS

While other programs may exist at another level in a particular
school system, the narrative which follows refers to those programs
for which the school district has applied for reimbursement under
Chapter 651 of the Acts of 1964. These funds have been a most
significant incentive to the quality programs herein described.
Arlington — Elementary Program This is a full-time program at the

sixth grade level for the most capable twenty students in the
town. The total request includes the teacher’s salary, the
prorated salary of a grade six French teacher (who services
other sixth grade classes), books, and tests.

Greenfield This program is conducted on Saturdays for students in
grades 4-6, and it involves special instruction in language arts
and science. It is designed for pupils with an I.Q. of 120 and
above and an achievement level at or above the 95th per-
centile on the lowa test (12 of the 77 pupils have I.Q.’s below
120 and 2 were in the 94th percentile).

Marblehead Elementary Program This is a full-time program com-
posed of two classes of the most capable sixth grade students.
The program is designed for children with an I.Q. of 120 and
above.

North Adams Junior High Program This is a full-time program for
one class at the seventh grade level and one at the eighth
grade level. There are six teachers who work with these stu-
dents. While no I.Q. cut-off is indicated, there is little ques-
tion that these children would meet the criteria.

Sharon —■ Elementary Program This is a full-time program for a
single class of the most capable fifth grade students in the
town and a similar class of sixth grade students. The I.Q.
cutoff is listed as 135.
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This is a part-time program for the most capable fifth and
sixth grade students in the city. Three separate, small groups
of sixth graders and two groups of fifth graders each have one

Woburn

full day’s participation in this program. This necessitates
hiring an extra teacher and it requires additional materials
since the children are members of a regular class for the
other four days of the week.
The initial stage of an evaluative survey of the project was
completed during the summer. Returns have been received
from pupils, parents, and teachers. The follow-up survey re-
sults will include: staff conferences —• individual and group

Hingham

under the direction of the guidance department, parent
meetings, and pupil discussion groups.

Taunton The program, as proposed, was completed during the academic
year. The evaluation conducted by the two college instructors
(creative writing and French) shows that the program met
the objectives for which it was designed. It was an approach
which could be utilized by other school systems.

Union #39 This project, designed for academically talented pupils in a
Tolland rural area, was conducted in modern math on Saturday
Sandisfield mornings. The follow-up testing program shows a definite
Granville growth pattern in comparison to pupils not included in such

a program. The administration indicated in the follow-up
report that this type of programming proved very beneficial
to a rural area dealing with small numbers of academically
talented pupils.

1. Boston A pilot program offered in two urban schools, one in-
volving intermediate grade children and one aimed at
reaching the middle school child. Both emphasize the
cultural aspects of a child’s education and involve field
trips to ballet, the theatre, etc. Resource persons from
the arts will also be engaged to work with the children
involved.

2. Brockton Separated class instruction in the intermediate grades.
This is to be continued and will be expanded to include
junior high school children with the help of a recent
Title 111 grant.

Separated class instruction at the intermediate and
junior high grade levels, followed by honors grouping
and advanced placement in high school. This program
also provides for curriculum development during sum-
mer workshops for teachers.

3. Brookline

VIII. PROGRAMS PROPOSED FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1967-1968
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Specialized instruction for academically talented ele-
mentary school children in the fields of science and art.
Language laboratories and advanced science programs
are provided at the secondary level.

4. Fall River

Summer enrichment program for intermediate grade
children involving field trips and classroom periods for
the study of ecology the study of organisms and
their environment.

5. Greenfield

This effort involves some nine to eighteen towns, each
sending approximately four top students in science to
study on campus at Bridgewater State College. The
Assistant Superintendent of Union #l3 in charge of the
Hanover Schools has initiated this program and has
agreed to coordinate activities.

6. Hanover —-

et al at
Bridgewater
State
College

Separated classes for academically talented students at
the elementary level. New curricular innovations plan-
ned for this program involve video-taping equipment to
enable students to record their own achievements, de-
velop critical attitudes, and benefit from presentations
made via TV at times when children might not gen-
erally be expected to be awake.

7. Hingham

Separated classes for intermediate grade children. Plans
are being made to expand the program to provide for
those entering junior high.

8. Holliston

Provision is made for the academically talented at all
levels. This school system has been particularly inter-
ested in providing for the academically talented under
achiever.

9. Lexington

An effort on the part of a regional high school to pro-
vide a specialized program of instruction for academ-
ically talented students in the major disciplines. A com-
puter math offering, an innovative speech program, and
an advanced literature seminar will be provided. An ad-
ditional advanced course in science is offered.

10. Lincoln
Sudbury
Regional
School
District

11. Needham Special programs are provided in math, science, and
social studies at the secondary level. In addition, funds
have been sought for a summer curriculum revision
workshop in these areas.

12. North Adams Special offerings in the major disciplines at the junior
high school level are provided in the training school
for North Adams State College. Here student teachers
have an opportunity to work with this segment of the
school population. Children at this level are permitted
to accelerate in subject areas, eventually leading to
high school course offerings at a lower grade level.
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13. Northampton A separated class for fourth grade level students has
been established. Plans call for expansion and possibly
for additional “out of school" programming of nature
courses on adjacent nature trails. Extensive use of
video-taping is planned.

A program of enrichment for academically talented
senior high school students during the summer in three
major disciplines. The program, it is planned, will con-
tinue through the school year during after-school hours.

14. Plymouth —■

Carver
Regional
School
District

15. Quincy A partially separated situation for academically tal-
ented elementary school children. Learning centers
have been established in two schools, to which different
groups of academically talented children are transported
from the entire city daily. This means that those at-
tending on one or two days per week join their hetero-
geneous class for the remainder of the week. Separated
classes for academically talented junior high school stu-
dents are also maintained.

16. Rockland A summer enrichment program for elementary school
children is planned, which makes use of a core cur-
riculum with provision made for a weekly culminating
activity. Plans include the possibility of continuing the
program on a limited scale during the school year.

Separated classes for academically talented fifth and
sixth grade students now exist, and immediate plans
call for expansion to junior high school.

17. Sharon

Specialized program of instruction in science for aca-
demically talented students at the high school level.
Extensive study is made possible through very ad-
vanced materials and by a large staff of teachers repre-
senting the various specialties within the broad field of

18. Stoughton

science.

19. Taunton Advanced program for academically talented students
exists in science, language arts and social studies at
the junior high school level. College personnel and
community resource persons are employed to work
with the students during school time.

An attempt has been made to interest academically tal-
ented children in publishing a newspaper with the use
of professional newspaper personnel during after-school
hours. The program is a promising start toward more
extensive offerings in all areas of the curriculum for
this group of able students.

20. Townsend
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Advanced program will be offered to academically tal-
ented high school students who have shown an interest
in the subject of French. Tapes and other equipment
have been ordered as an aid in teaching conversational
French.

21. Wachusett
Regional
School
District

22. Wahconah —■ An inter-disciplinary program has been planned for high
Regional school students who qualify. The curriculum for these
School academically talented students combines social studies
District and English and stresses the importance of research.

23. Waltham —■ Separated classes are provided in major subject areas
at the junior high and senior high school level. Small
classes add to the success of the program.

24. West —■ Advanced instruction in math and physics is provided
Boylston at the high school level for academically talented stu-
Regional dents.
School
District

25. Woburn Partial separation for instruction of the academically
talented intermediate grade level students is provided.
Children who qualify come from all sections of the
city for one or two days a week. During those days
they receive concentrated study in the major disciplines

fc never duplicating curricular offerings made in their
W regular assignments.

IX. CONCLUSION

Through the support extended by the General Court, it has been
possible for the Commission to examine in detail this most signifi-
cant area of education within the Commonwealth. The resources
provided by the General Court have made it possible for the Com-
mission to see the considerable dimensions of the challenge of aca-
demically talented children, if the Commonwealth is to provide all
of its children with truly equal educational opportunities. A good
beginning has been made, but much remains to be done.

The assurance to communities in the Commonwealth of the Gen-
eral Court’s intent in the form of financial incentive will continue
to provide strong motivation for community participation.

)
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An Act extending the authorization of the department of ed-
ucation TO PRESCRIBE SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR ACADEMICALLY
TALENTED CHILDREN IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS,
AND TO ASSIST CITIES, TOWNS AND REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN
ESTABLISHING SAID PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives inGeneral
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 6of chapter 651 of the acts of 1964 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the word “sixty-seven” and inserting
3 in place thereof the word: seventy.
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