
SENATE No. 1491
[Senate, November 13, 1967 —■ Substituted by amendment by the Senate

(Kevin B. Harrington) for Senate Bill, printed in Senate, No. 1030, amended.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act relative to home-rule petitions, so called, to the
GENERAL COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 8 the following section:
3 Section BA. A petition to the general court for the enact-
-4 ment of a special law relating to a particular city or town,
5 hereinafter called a home rule petition, shall not be deemed
6 to have been filed by the voters of such city or town within
7 the meaning of section 8 of Article II of the Articles of Amend-
8 ment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as appearing
9 in Article LXXXIX of said Amendments, unless such petition

10 is accompanied by a certificate by the registrars of voters of
11 such city or town, as defined in section one of chapter fifty,
12 that the signatures which are checked on said petition are
13 the signatures of registered voters in such city or town and
14 that such voters constitute a majority of the registered voters
15 therein as of the date of the most recent biennial state elec-
-16 tion, regular city election or annual or biennial town election
17 in said city or town, whichever last occurred.
18 A home rule petition shall not be deemed to have been
19 approved by the voters of such city or town within the mean-
-20 ing of said section 8 of said Article 11, as so appearing, unless
21 such petition is accompanied by a certificate by the city or
22 town clerk that the question of approving such petition was
23 printed on the ballot at a city or town election in such city
24 or town and that a majority of the voters voting on said
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25 question voted in the affirmative. Such certificate shall also
26 show the form of the question as it appeared on the ballot,
27 A home rule petition shall not be deemed to have been filed
28 or approved by the mayor and city council, or other legislative
29 'body of a city, or the town meeting of a town within the
30 meaning of said section 8 of said Article 11, as so appearing,
31 unless such petition is accompanied by a certificate signed by
32 the city or town clerk that the mayor and a majority of the
33 members of the city council, or other legislative body of the
34 city, are signers of said petition, or that the city council or
35 other legislative body of the city at a duly called meeting
36 voted to file or approve such petition, stating the date of
37 such meeting and that the mayor of said city likewise ap-
-38 proves thereof, or that at a duly called annually or special town
39 meeting the town voted to file or approve such petition,
40 stating the date of such meeting and the vote by which the
41 town meeting voted to file or approve such petition.
42 No home rule petition shall be deemed to be valid as such
43 within the meaning of said section 8 of said Article 11, as, so
44 appearing, which does not state the purpose for which the
45 legislation is sought, either specifically or by general terms
46 adequate to identify such purpose or the subject matter, except
47 that such a petition filed in the general court together with an
48 accompanying bill or resolve and which is approved by the
49 mayor and a majority of the members of the city council or
50 other legislative body of a city, or the town meeting of a
51 town, shall be valid as such if reference is made, in the vote
52 of such approval, to such bill or resolve or to the purpose for
53 which the legislation is sought either specifically or by general
54 terms adequate to identify such purpose or the subject matter.

1 Section 2. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 228, under the caption
3 PETITIONS FOR SPECIAL LAWS RELATING TO CITIES
4 AND TOWNS, the following section:
5 Sectim 22C. Upon the filing of a petition to the general
6 court for the enactment of a special law relating to a par-
-7 ticular city or town with the registrars accompanied by a toil
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8 or resolve embodying the subject-matter prayed for, they
9 shall forthwith examine the petition to determine whether

10 it complies with the requirements of the fourth paragraph
11 of section eight A of chapter three. If it does so comply they
12 shall place a check mark against each signature which they
13 determine is the signature of a registered voter, except that
14 when they have checked a number of signatures equal to
15 fifty-five per cent of the number of registered voters of the
16 city or town as of the date of the most recent biennial state
17 election, regular city election, or annual or biennial town
18 election, whichever last occurred, or whenever they determine
19 that the number of checked signatures plus the number of
20 signatures remaining to be examined is less than a majority
21 of the number of registered voters at such election, they need
22 not examine or check any further signatures.
23 If the number of checked signatures is equal to or greater
24 than a majority of the number of registered voters of the
25 city or town at such election they shall forthwith, on behalf
26 of such voters, file said petition and the accompanying bill
27 or resolve with the clerk of either branch of the general court,
28 together with the certificate required by the first paragraph
29 of section eight A of chapter thirty-one. If the number of
30 checked signatures is less than said majority, the registrars
31 shall cancel each page of the petition and return it to the
32 person by whom it was filed. No page which is so cancelled
33 shall thereafter be filed as a part of a petition.




