
CONCORD- Wednesday, October 7, 2015- Today, Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Matthew
Beaton and Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Commissioner Carol Sanchez joined with state
legislators, local officials, and stakeholders for a special Walden Pond Visitors Center groundbreaking event. Walden
Pond, which is a National Historic Landmark, is internationally known because of the works of naturalist Henry David
Thoreau. The Visitor Center will feature a new-state-of-the-art, environmentally friendly building to welcome guests from
all over the world.

“The construction of the new Walden Pond Visitors Center serves as an excellent example of the commitment we have
made to the improvement and preservation of the Commonwealth’s natural and cultural resources,” said Governor
Charlie Baker. “The new center will be a place for visitors, young and old, to become inspired by the wonders of
nature, just like Thoreau once was long ago.”

Walden Pond is credited for inspiring Henry David Thoreau, which led to his significant impact on American literature
and the U.S. Conservation Movement. The state reservation is also a heavily used recreational facility with a very
popular public swimming beach, as well as opportunities for hiking, boating, and fishing. Approximately half a million
people visit Walden Pond State Reservation annually, many of whom travel from out-of-state or internationally.

“It is only fitting that the site that inspired Henry David Thoreau to write works such as Walden would receive a new
visitor center that will serve as a model of environmental sustainability,” said EEA Secretary Matthew
Beaton. “The sustainability and zero net energy elements of the project are representative of the administration’s
efforts to lead by example.”

The visitor center, which is being built at a cost of $5.2 million and is partially funded through grants provided by the
Department of Energy Resources (DOER), will serve as Walden Pond State Reservation’s headquarters building. It will
contain educational exhibits focused on Thoreau and his legacy. Artifacts will be on display, interactive exhibits will be
showcased, and an introductory film of Walden Pond will be featured. Other amenities such as expanded restrooms,
drinking fountains, seating, offices for staff, a book store, and meeting space will be created.

“The new Walden Pond Visitors Center will blend nature and history together to provide an enhanced and
accommodating place that will continue to be enjoyed by generations for years to come,” said DCR Commissioner
Carol Sanchez. “The visitors center is an excellent example of the administration’s desire to work together to meet
the needs of its citizens while also keeping an eye towards the future.”

In March 2015, work began at the site with the installation of a new sewer force main and a septic field. Construction of
the new zero net energy visitor center will now commence with a completion date expected in the summer of 2016. The
Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) will oversee the construction of the building and the
site work.

Other highlights of the visitor center project include:

A 100kW solar canopy placed over two existing parking lots to power the new visitor center;

The use of sustainable building materials such as locally sourced wood;
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A super-insulated building to drastically reduce heat loss (and gain);

High efficiency windows;

Greater accessibility for people of all abilities;

Improvements to pedestrian safety across Route 126; and

Educational resources to learn about the significance of Walden Pond and naturalist Henry David Thoreau.

“Annually, Walden Pond attracts approximately 500,000 people -- from local school kids to travelers from across the
world,” said State Senator Mike Barrett (D-Lexington).  “The new Visitor Center will showcase the pond’s truly
amazing history.”

“I’m so happy the visitor center is in the works,” said State Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord). “Walden
Pond is an international treasure and deserves the very best.”

When completed, the new visitor center will be Silver certified by the USGBC LEED certification program, which is the
industry standard for measuring building sustainability. To receive a LEED certification, a building must demonstrate that
it is environmentally friendly. Additionally, through the Massachusetts Electric Vehicle Incentive Program (MassEVIP),
which is administered by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the site will acquire
two Level 2 dual-head charging stations for electric cars upon completion of the project.

 

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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