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Zagareet! 

I appreciated the story by Andrea Com-
erford ’16 about the UMass Belly Dance 
Club [Spring 2015] and am happy to 
learn that The Dance continues to thrive 
at the university. 

My first-ever introduction to belly 
dance was at a lively workshop held dur-
ing UMass International Women’s Week 
in March 1978.  We long-ago students 
were not as orderly or as splendidly 
costumed as UBDC is today, but we 
discovered the beauty and joy in “Earth 
Dancing.”

Carol (Crockett) DeLuca ’78
Hyannis, Massachusetts

Hail Veterans

I would like to send my congratulations 
to Wesley Blixt ’98G, author of  
“A Voice from the Distant Front” [Spring 
2015], on a well-researched, well-written 
article. I was impressed and touched by 
this wonderful piece. Kudos!

Joanne Harris
New Rochelle, New York

It is long overdue for this magazine to 
describe the experiences of the many 
UMass alumni who served in the 
Vietnam War.  I was one of them and 
I know other UMass graduates who 
served in Vietnam.  While I was in the 
Mekong Delta in 1967, I vividly recall 
reading an issue of the Collegian that 
my family sent to me. The front-page 
story detailed the campus demonstra-
tions and the hateful language used in 
opposition to the war and toward those 
who were serving in it.  It lacked any 
concern or support for the thousands 
of men and women who were then in 
Vietnam and who believed their country 
needed them—or who served with pride 
after being drafted. Vietnam veterans 
were not welcomed home, none were 
honored, and we were ridiculed by 
many of our peers for our service. Like 

most graduates, those of us who were 
fortunate to return home went on to lead 
ordinary lives, often with some measure 
of accomplishment. None of us celebrate 
war but we all share a great deal of pride 
for having served.

Robert W. Carlson  ’65
Jacksonville, Florida

Not-So-Sweet Memories

As a 1953 graduate in Home Econom-
ics with a Foods and Nutrition major, 
“Chocolate 101” [Spring 2015] specially 
appealed to me. It was dull stuff back 
then, trying to be scientific and also 
domestic. Looking at those chocolate-
covered gloves, I think back on one 
Foods teacher who insisted we mix up 
a meatloaf with a wooden spoon: “No 
hands, girls!” It was Quantity Cookery 
at Butterfield’s kitchen that really drove 
me out of the field—those huge kettles, 
or trying to make food for 500 people 
at once. Congratulations to Chef Simon 
Stevenson who now seems to manage 
that task beautifully.

Lorraine Kaimal ’53
Hamilton, New York

Liz or Lolly?

The “Swing Shifters” of the summer 
of 1964 were disappointed to see the 
Hatch go; it was the place to meet friends 
between classes and we had one or two 
booths near the front entrance.  It made 
the large campus seem not so big.    

The girl hiding her face in your photo 
[“Back in the Day,” Spring 2015] could 
be me with my Swing Shift friends. 

Liz Freeman ’68
Wakefield, Massachusetts

The girl hiding her face in your photo of 
the Hatch could be me. Do you know?

Lolly Templeton ’65, ’94EdD
Westfield, Massachusetts

mailto:umassmag@admin.umass.edu
mailto:Updates@admin.umass.edu
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Around the Pond

A Birch Bark Triumph
Photo by Ben Barnhart

VISITING UMASS AMHERST LECTURER Howard Kimewon  
and his students built a birch bark canoe during their Ojibwe  
language course and successfully launched it on Puffer’s Pond.  
It’s believed to be the first birch bark canoe to sail locally  
in 300 years.
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Welcome  
President Meehan

MARTIN T. MEEHAN, a former US con-
gressman who became chancellor of his 

alma mater, UMass Lowell, and transformed it 
into a highly ranked national research university, 
is the new president of the five-campus UMass 
system. He is the first UMass undergraduate 
alumnus to serve as president of the system. 
Meehan succeeds President Robert L. Caret, who 
stepped down after four years to become chan-
cellor of the University System of Maryland.

The Board of Trustees cited Meehan’s strong 
record of achievement and success at UMass 
Lowell, his distinguished record of public service, 
his passion for UMass and its mission, and his 
ability to communicate and inspire as among the 
reasons for his selection.

Days after being named president, Meehan 
visited the flagship campus in Amherst to meet 
and talk with Chancellor Kumble Subbaswamy, 
campus leadership, faculty, and students. 



Around the Pond

How Big is Our Data?
Start counting in exabytes.

IT RAINED metaphors at the April 9 celebra-
tion of a new Center for Data Science at UMass 

Amherst. Speakers invoked massive torrents, 
exponential explosions, and infinite heaps of data 
as they explained how the information age pres-
ents opportunities for UMass researchers and 
industry partners.

Professor Andrew McCallum, an international 
leader in the field, directs the new Center for 
Data Science. He said, “Tools for data science and 
students trained to use and extend those tools are 
in high demand because data science techniques 
have the power to transform existing business 
practices and spawn entirely new businesses and 
industries.”

To keep its lead in data science and draw on 
its historical strengths, UMass plans to double 
the number of data science courses offered, 
launch a new master’s degree program in data 
science, and add faculty and space to its data sci-
ence capabilities. 

UMass has 150 faculty members who already 
use big data to learn about everything from 
ecology to machine learning. They are exploring 
such questions as: How can we use wearable 
sensors to predict adverse health events? How 
can we harness big data to uncover crime? Plans 
are under way to hire 40 more faculty in data 
science-related areas in the next decade.

The dramatic expansion of data science on 
campus will extend to greater industry and gov-
ernment collaboration. Representatives from 
Amazon, Yahoo, Microsoft, and more joined in 
the Center for Data Science event.  Extolling the 
potential of the information economy, Steve 
Vinter ’83G, ’85PhD, site director and engineer-
ing director for Google Cambridge, predicted, 
“Magic is going to happen.”

Texting in 
Anishinaabemowin
Finding a tribal enduring voice.

A LANGUAGE becomes endangered when it 
doesn’t gain enough new speakers to replace 

the ones who are dying. But how do you keep a 
language, and the worldview it expresses, alive? 

Sonya Atalay, associate professor of anthro-
pology, has received a Mellon New Directions 
Fellowship to support her study of the Anishi-
naabemowin language of the Anishinaabe na-
tions, indigenous to the North American Great 
Lakes region. 

Atalay is Anishinaabe-Ojibwe, but not a native 
speaker. The fellowship allows her two years to 
immerse herself in her native language—a key 
to comprehending artifacts and earthworks that 
hold thousands of years of cultural knowledge. 

New Directions fellowships support multiple 

STUDENTS ADMIRE IT, alumni love it, and now its 

significance is certified: Old Chapel was placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places by the US Secretary 

of the Interior in May. The registry is the official list of the 

nation’s historic places worthy of preservation.

Old Chapel, designed by Worcester architect Stephen Earle 

in the Romanesque Revival style, was completed in 1885. With the help 

of generous donors, the iconic structure is now being renovated and 

restored and is scheduled for completion in fall 2016. The chapel’s top 

floor will be a large open space for performances, lectures, weddings, 

and similar events. The first floor will have a flexible layout for displays 

and events and will once again be a student gathering space.

Call it  
Kicks

Reflecting the 

importance of 

computing, the 

School of Computer 

Science will officially 

become the College 

of Information 

and Computer 

Sciences (CICS, 

pronounced “kicks”) 

on September 1.
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Sonya Atalay uses a cooperative approach to keep Native American languages alive.

projects and the long-term 
acquisition of skills. Atalay 
was inspired to study Anishi-
naabemowin when tribal elders 
called upon her to help protect 
sacred sites and place names. 

Atalay sensed the scope 
of the task before her when, 
viewing some birch bark 
scrolls containing ceremonial 
information, she realized that the 
marks looked like Anishinaabe 
earthwork mounds. One of the 
elders suggested she “look into 
that.” Then, Atalay relates, “I got 
the tingle up my spine. I knew 
this was a life’s work.”

“I started creating a checklist 
in my mind of all the things I 
would need,” says Atalay. “I real-
ized I would need GIS [geograph-
ic information system] training 
and language training,” to trace the interaction of 
the tribes with their natural environment.

In order to understand the placement of 
earthworks, Atalay says, “I would have to learn 
Ojibwe star knowledge. I was going to have to 
line up these earthworks, and these scrolls, and 
this rock art. To do that, I need to be able to talk 
to the elders in their language.” She could tell she 
was losing much in translation when a traditional 
ceremony that took 90 minutes for an elder to 
explain in Anishinaabemowin took ten minutes 
to summarize in English. “I knew I was missing a 
lot!” laughs Atalay. “The language is so expressive 
and descriptive.”

“For instance,” says Atalay, “Noodin, the word 
I thought meant ‘wind,’ is for when you are ob-
serving wind, as through a window. In Anishi-
naabemowin, there is a big difference between 
observational knowledge and actually experienc-
ing something.”

She continues: “There are five or six words for 
it, depending on the wind. For instance, there is 
a small warm wind that’s building, or if a wind 
is coming this way.” Such nuances were critical 
to survival. “You were living outside: you had to 
have awareness like that. It was life or death hav-
ing this very detailed knowledge of the world.” 

Understanding the traditional ecological 
knowledge conveyed in the languages of indig-
enous cultures has even deeper implications. For 
cultures like the Anishinaabe, knowledge is holis-
tic, what Atalay calls “braided.” Biology connects 
to climate knowledge, which connects to astron-
omy and spirituality. “For indigenous people, this 

is all knowledge that will help you live in balance 
with the world,” says Atalay.

Atalay emphasizes the importance of preserv-
ing traditional knowledge for the solutions and 
perspectives it might reveal: “We have extremely 
complex questions in our world now. I think the 
silos of knowledge that we have created are no 
longer adequate. We need more complex ways of 
looking at problems. By bringing together dif-
ferent forms of knowledge we have a stronger 
understanding of our world.” 

Human languages structure contact with the 
world, giving emphasis to particular phenomena. 
Language orders perception and creates a com-
munity among its human speakers. So when a 
language is lost, not only a culture is lost, but also 
the possibilities of thinking, dreaming, or solving 
problems in a certain way.

To document her personal language study, 
Atalay practices texting with her husband in 
Anishinaabemowin and using her Twitter and 
YouTube accounts with the hashtag #Tweeta-
DayOjibwe to reinforce her language acquisition 
process—and sometimes struggles. 

“I’m just on the cusp,” she says. “It’s such a gift 
to be able to do this.” 

Atalay hopes to become a conduit between 
tribal cultures and academia, creating a model 
for doing scholarship that honors and preserves 
tribal sacred knowledge while opening up pos-
sible solutions to global ecological problems. And 
one that is mutually beneficial, cooperative and 
ethical, so that nothing gets lost in translation.

—Laura Marjorie Miller

Full  
Plate

Joel Rosenthal ’65,  

of Natick, won the 

raffle for UMass 

license plate  

#UM 65 during 

Alumni Weekend 

 in June.

Order yours in less 

than five minutes at 

UMassAlumni.com/

licenseplate and 

have it mailed to your 

door—no waiting in 

line at the RMV. 
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Around the Pond

OMMENCEMENTC2015

THE 5,500 strong Class of 2015 and a crowd 
of 20,000 listened intently to internationally 

renowned astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson 
as he spoke under the blazing sun at the May 8 
commencement.

Tyson emphasized that “science and technology 
matter” and was funny and thought-provoking as he 
reflected on the importance of education, the fleeting 
value of SAT scores, the imperative to challenge 
fellow citizens about faulty logic rather than blame the 
political leaders they elect, and the ultimate challenge 
of forging one’s own identity.

Among the honorees at the undergraduate 
commencement were former president and CEO 
of Anika Therapeutics Charles H. Sherwood ’72, 
’77PhD; Professor Emerita in the College of Education 
Patricia Crosson ’72, ’74EdD; and John Calipari, 
former head men’s basketball coach at UMass and 
current head coach at the University of Kentucky. 

More than 1,700 students from 60 countries earned 
doctoral and master’s degrees and 42 students earned 
associate of science degrees from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture.

Photos by John Solem
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Around the Pond

Detail of a study for Chuck Close’s Big Nude, 1964. This work and more of Close’s photography will be at the UMCA in September.

Freedom of 
Expression 
Chuck Close, genre-pushing artist,  
returns to UMass. 

AN EXHIBITION at the University Museum 
of Contemporary Art (UMCA) to open this 

September marks a return to UMass for world-
renowned painter and photographer Chuck 
Close ’95H, who cut his creative teeth as a young 
faculty member in the art department in the 
1960s… and tasted controversy. 

The UMCA exhibition highlights Close’s pho-
tography, a little-known aspect of his career. Al-
though Close began working from photographs 

as an art student in Vienna in 1959, it wasn’t until 
he employed the large-format Polaroid camera in 
1977 that he began to value his photographic ma-
quettes as works of art in their own right, rather 
than just a basis for his painting. 

“As a photographer, he’s one of the forerun-
ners of experimenting with the medium,” says 
UMCA Director Loretta Yarlow. “This show is 
a way for people to see behind the scenes at his 
thinking process.” In addition to Polaroids, Close 
now works extensively with black-and-white film, 
and even daguerreotypes.

One feature of the upcoming show is the study 
for Close’s monumental 10-foot-by-21-foot Big 
Nude (1967). Close began the piece in Amherst, 
enlisting a secretary in the art department as a 
model. After painting one of the figure’s feet, he 
consigned the project to dormancy until after 
he had left the university for his SoHo studio in 
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Close uses a variety of photographic media for his work, as with this 
daguerreotype Self-Portrait (2004).

New York City. Ron Michaud ’72, ’75G, former 
professor and chair of Art, Architecture, and 
Art History, was a student during Close’s time at 
UMass. He recounts: “Big Nude was an important 
painting in Close’s career, a major transitional 
piece indicating the direction he was going to go 
in—it was a break with his path and a compendi-
um of his technique to come. He was establishing 
his own personal idiom.” 

Wearing tiny glasses, bell bottoms, Hawaiian 
shirts, and cowboy boots, Close was a distinctive 
figure when he arrived on campus as a bright 
new faculty member in the mid-1960s, straight 
out of Yale. “For many of us in quiet Amherst, he 
came across as cutting edge. We were mesmerized 
by him,” recalls Michaud. Says John Townsend, 
professor emeritus and Close’s former colleague: 
“He was the first hippie. And he was very 
different in his approach to teaching. He made an 
impression on faculty as well as students.”

Close joined an art department that was in 
its infancy but rapidly expanding in a time of 
cultural ferment, with a new generation of artists 
pushing the boundaries of their art forms. By 
the mid-1960s, the department, not yet a decade 
old, boasted 10 art historians, 20 2-D artists, and 
10 3-D artists—high numbers by contemporary 
measures. Faculty were being housed wherever 
space could be found on campus, the nascent 
MFA program attracted students from all over 
the country, and an “art bus” ran students on 
monthly day trips to Manhattan. “Things were 
changing very rapidly and we were bowled over 
by them, trying to absorb everything that was 
going on, and Chuck was at the center of a lot of 
that,” explains Michaud.

It was in this context in 1967 that Close held 
his first solo exhibition, which led to a landmark 
free speech court case. 

The show, on view in the front hallway of the 
Student Union, featured paintings, painted reliefs, 
and drawings based on photographs of album 
covers and magazine illustrations, including a 
depiction of Bob Dylan in the nude, in a more 
abstract style than Close’s later work. 

Private complaints about the frontal male nu-
dity in the exhibition, as well as a patch of yellow 
paint that someone interpreted as urine, reached 
the attention of the administration, which had 
the show pulled down by campus police over-
night after it had hung for only one day.

Faculty protested the censorship. With the 
support of the ACLU, Close brought a lawsuit 
against the administration to the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court. “He was furious, but I think 
he loved the notoriety of it,” reflects Professor 

Emeritus Jack Coughlin, another departmental 
contemporary. Close won the case. And even 
though the suit was later reversed on appeal, it set 
a groundbreaking precedent, much cited in later 
free-speech cases. 

Close has now held more than 200 solo exhibi-
tions in more than 20 countries, including major 
exhibitions at New York’s Museum of Modern Art, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the State 
Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

“He worked very hard, became famous, and 
now is a superstar,” says Coughlin. “He’s sought 
after all the time.” As difficult as the period of 
controversy may have been for a young artist to 
weather, Coughlin suggests that it may ultimately 
have been a gateway to Close’s illustrious career. 
“Suppose his show had been accepted? The 
important thing is that he left academia, he did 
go down to New York, and became a great artist 
without being hindered.”

—Laura Marjorie Miller
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Around the Pond

Just One Night
A random campus evening, crammed with 
curiosities.

CLOSE YOUR eyes and stab your finger at 
a calendar. Any square you land on in the 

UMass Amherst academic year will be packed 
with campus events, many open to the public. If 
you visited Amherst on Thursday, February 26, 
for instance, you could start the evening off in the 
Campus Center with an informal talk about  
“The Care and Feeding of the Human Ear,” by 
Nathaniel Whitmal ’04G and then crisscross 
campus for a full night of arts, learning, and 
schmoozing.

Whitmal, associate professor 
of communication disorders, 

spoke as part of a series on 
diversity in public health 

fields and described how his 
interests in music, acoustics, 

and computers eventually led him 
from engineering to audiology. 

Early in his career, Whitmal worked as 
an audio engineer for Bose Corporation, where 
he sometimes spent long hours power testing 
loudspeakers. The temporary hearing losses he 
suffered may one day be permanent, he said, 
warning students against cranking up their 
headphones. “Think of the impact as shaking the 
supports of a bridge, which leads to cracks that 
will fail in the future,” he said. “Cells and nerves 
become damaged and will never recover.”

Whitmal, a fan of funk bassist Bootsy Collins, 
closed with this advice: “Feed your ear.” Musical 
training, he said, increases neural activity and the 
volume of gray matter in music-related areas of 
the brain. “The ear is a marvel.”

Later that evening, Rebekah Estrada ’17 
came to Shakespeare trivia night at the Renais-
sance Center full of confidence. Was she ready to 
compete? “Hell yeah,” she said. 

Estrada, a chemistry major, knew the county 
of Shakespeare’s birth (Warwickshire). She knew 
how many sonnets he wrote (154) and quickly 
named seven of the nine characters who die in 
Hamlet (King Hamlet, Polonius, Laertes, Ger-
trude, Ophelia, Claudius, and Hamlet) but over-
looked Hamlet’s schoolmates Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern. Thomas W. Copeland Professor 
of Literary History Arthur Kinney, an esteemed 
Shakespearean scholar, smiled and leaned for-
ward on his cane as Estrada tore through the 

competition, defeating a team of theater students 
by one point.

A campus walk from the Renaissance Center 
to the Rand Theater was a trip in time across four 
centuries, from the Elizabethan age to the Mis-
sissippi Delta in 1955. The Rand resounded with 
expressions of mendacity and sexual desire as 
students performed a preview of  “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof.” Nearby, the Fred Hersch Trio played 
joyous jazz in Bezanson Recital Hall. And the 
Department of Judaic and Near Eastern Studies 
held a young alumni career forum in Herter Hall.

Meanwhile, the MFA crowd filled Memorial 
Hall for a reading and talk by Nigerian native 
Okey Ndibe ’96G, ’09PhD, acclaimed author of 
Foreign Gods, Inc. Ndibe hailed the many people 
who were central to his intellectual development 
in America. He spoke of Chinua Achebe ’97Hon, 
the literary lion from Nigeria and former UMass 
Amherst visiting professor who invited him to 
the US; his gifted advisor, Professor Stephen 
Clingman; Professor Bill Strickland, who bought 
him groceries; and the magisterial persona of 
Professor Tamas Aczel, who encouraged him to 
keep writing. “He said, ‘Stick with it, or I’ll kick 
your a**,’” Ndibe recalled. 

At 10 p.m., Ndibe was still taking questions and, 
for some, Thursday night was still young. Worces-
ter and Berkshire dining commons would serve 
hungry students until midnight and the W.E.B.  
Du Bois Library would stay open all night long.  

—Patricia Sullivan
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The Waterkeeper
David Reckhow is a freshwater hero.

THE UNITED NATIONS has voted to declare access to safe 
and clean drinking water as a “human right.” But how well do 
we know the means by which clean water is made available to 
us? Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering David 
Reckhow was recently awarded a cluster of grants from the En-

vironmental Protection Agency, the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, and 
the National Science Foundation to help improve and update water systems. 
He’ll create a national research center aimed at assisting drinking water sys-
tems for smaller communities and establish Massachusetts as a hub for the 
emerging water innovation sector. 

Reckhow’s plans include modernizing methods for treating water, de-
veloping sensors for home use to tell if drinking water is safe, and creating a 
facility where innovators can test new water-related technologies. 

—Laura Marjorie Miller

What are the threats to clean drinking water in 
Massachusetts? Are there any that people might 
find surprising?

We don’t have a lot of big agriculture here, so 
we don’t have as many concerns over pesticides, 
as in the Midwest. But we have a lot of people, 
who are well taken care of by our healthcare sys-
tem, so we have a lot of drugs, and those are the 
drugs that our wastewater treatment plants are 
currently not designed to remove. We don’t know 
the public health impacts of these because it’s 
so complicated and there are so many of them. 
What is the impact of absorbing these drugs over 
an entire lifetime? And some of them are very 
bioactive, like estradiol, an estrogen compound. 

We’re accustomed to thinking problems with 
clean drinking water are “Third World” prob-
lems. Are they becoming First World problems? 

In the developing world, they are wrestling 
with infectious diseases. The reemergence of 
cholera and other waterborne diseases is still of 
great concern. We don’t have that here, but in the 
developing world they are not as heavily drugged 
as we are, either. So in some ways we could have 
more of a problem, with pharmaceuticals or some 
of the industrial compounds that we make use of. 
Everyone is at risk in various ways.

How is climate change a factor in clean drinking 
water? 

It’s going to change the nature of plants and 
flora. Plants have an impact on the quality of the 
water. It’s going to change the nature of storms, 
where some areas of the country will get heavy 
rainfall while others will have drought. That in 
turn affects the growth of algae and the move-
ment of contaminants in the natural environ-
ment in ways that we don’t really understand yet. 

When drought occurs, and we draw down the 
water table in certain parts of the country, we 
are changing the chemistry and microbiology of 
the soil and the groundwater that is still there, 
and opening up the possibility of contamination 
of that water simply by changing the chemistry. 
We’re doing some things to our environment that 
we don’t understand the implications of. We are 
creating some problems for ourselves through 
the marvelous commercial products that we have, 
and the lifestyle that we enjoy, but it comes at a 
cost and we have to be vigilant about it.

Why do we hear water supply referred to as a 
security issue?

Water is essential to life, so lack of water cre-
ates various types of stress. In countries that are 
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some extent, especially in seawater, but 
when present at higher levels, it reacts 
with the chlorine we use as a disin-
fectant. Then it converts into hypo-
bromous acid, which then reacts with 
organic matter, making it more toxic.

What gives water its taste?
When we have complaints about 

water taste, it’s usually algae. Algae 
produce molecules small enough that 
they can volatilize when they come 
out of the tap and your nose is sensi-
tive to them. It creates an off smell that 
people don’t like.

A good-tasting water has little or 
no taste. Ozone will give you a good 
taste: there are some low-molecular-
weight aldehydes that ozone can 
produce when it reacts with naturally 
occurring compounds from plants 
and trees. Whereas chlorine will react 
with these substances and produce 
carcinogens, ozone will react and 
produce compounds that have a nice 
sweet odor.

Tap or bottled?
Tap water has to meet certain stan-

dards that are uniform and have been 
established by the EPA. With bottled 
water it’s like the 
Wild West. It’s not 
a public water sup-
ply; it’s a business, 
so it’s under a dif-
ferent jurisdiction. 

The FDA does establish stan-
dards that are certified by the 
National Sanitation Founda-
tion, but those standards are 
different and in some ways 
the bar is lower for bottled 
water. If you take a water 
source and make 60,000 bottles of water from 
it and ship those to 6,000 different places, there 
are so many variables of how long it sits on the 
shelf, what kind of climate it is in, the possibility 
of leaching chemicals from the plastic. The tap 
water you are drinking is not that old, probably 
not more than a week. But for bottled water, you 
don’t really know. 

Do you put ice in your water when you drink it? 
I’m always suspicious of ice, especially on 

airplanes.

“Water is essential to 
life, so lack of water 

creates various types 
of stress.”

water-poor, this becomes a strategic issue. Then 
there are intentional acts. Water is a medium 
through which you could transmit toxic materi-
als to people’s homes.

We always think of exposure to water con-
taminants as being via drinking, but water can be 
absorbed through our skin. And we breathe wa-
ter vapor, so all the contaminants that are volatile 
in the water can get through the blood barrier in 
our lungs that is very permeable, and results in a 
very quick transfer. 

What about fracking?
Fracking is a big unknown. A lot of the infor-

mation about what is being used in the fracking 
fluids is proprietary so it’s hidden behind the 
cloak of industrial secrets.  We do suspect frack-
ing is responsible for elevated levels of bromide 
in some waters. Bromide is naturally occurring to 
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Sports Minutes

Men’s Swimming
For the 15th time the 
men’s swimming and 
diving team captured 
the Atlantic 10 Cham-
pionship. The squad 
erased a 45.5 point defi-
cit to St. Bonaventure 
entering the final day of 
the meet, thanks to the 
divers winning gold. 

Junior Alessandro 
Bomprezzi set school, 
meet, conference, and 
pool records in the 
500 and 1650 freestyle 
events. Coach Russ 

Yarworth ’78, ’84G 
was named the A-10 
Coach of the Year for 
a record 13th time and 
diving coach Mandy 
Hixon ’91G earned her 
sixth Diving Coach of 
the Year trophy. 

Women’s Swimming
The Minutewomen 
finished second at the 
A-10 Championships for 
the second time in the 
last three years.

Senior Molly 
Smyth completed 

her final season with 
three top-10 finishes at 
the conference meet 
and holds the school 
records in the 500, 
1000, and 1650 events.

Freshman Emma 
Roush won the A-10 
1-meter title and 
finished second in 
the 3-meter before 
participating in the 
NCAA Zone Diving 
Championship.

The team earned 
CSCAA Scholar All-
America team. 

Women’s Lacrosse
The women’s lacrosse 
team won an unprec-
edented seventh-
consecutive Atlantic 
10 Championship title 
finishing the year with a 
19-2 overall record, the 
second-most wins in 
program history.

The squad defeated 
Jacksonville University 
in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament 
before bowing out to 
No. 1 Maryland in the 
second round.

For the fifth-straight 
season UMass went 
undefeated in Atlantic 
10 play, stretching its 
win streak to 36 games, 
the second-longest run 
in NCAA history. Head 
coach Angela McMahon 
was tabbed the A-10 
Coach of the Year.

Erika Eipp was hon-
ored as A-10 Offensive 

Player of the Year, Han-
nah Murphy was se-
lected league Midfielder 
of the Year, and goalie 
Rachel Vallarelli was 
named A-10 Defensive 
Player of the Year.

With just three 
seniors graduating, 
the Minutewomen are 
primed for another 
strong season next year.

Rowing
The Minutewomen 
captured the Atlantic 10 
Championship for the 
15th time and earned 
the league berth to the 
NCAA Championships 
for the second season 
in a row.

After winning the 
league title, the Minute-
women scored three 
gold medals at the pres-
tigious Dad Vail Regatta, 
and the top spot in the 
women’s team stand-
ings for the second 
consecutive year.

Heather Pekarov-
ich, Lauren St. Pierre, 

and Marika Kopp were 
named to the All-Atlan-
tic 10 First Team and 
Aiste Balciunaite was 
named to the All-Atlan-
tic 10 Second Team. Jim 
Dietz was named the 
Coach of the Year for 
the ninth time.

UMass Tennis
The UMass women’s 
tennis team had one 
of its best seasons in 
program history with 
a 17-5 overall record 
and a runner-up fin-
ish at the Atlantic 10 
Championships.

The Minutewomen 
were on the cusp of 
staging a terrific come-
back in the A-10 title 
game but an untimely 
injury cut the rally short 
with UMass on the 
verge of winning four 
matches in singles play.

Senior captain 
Chanel Glasper set 
the program record for 
singles wins with 77 dur-
ing her four-year career. 

Championship 
Seasons
Three teams win A-10 titles.
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A-10 gold medalist Heather MacLean

Hannah Murphy, midfielder of the year



17summer 2015

Ana Yrazusta was 
named to the A-10 All-
Conference First Team 
and was the league’s 
Most Outstanding 
Rookie Performer. 
Head coach Judy Dixon 
was named Coach of 
the Year.

Men’s Basketball
After making the 
NCAA Tournament last 
year the Minutemen 
battled through one 
of the toughest non-
conference schedules 
in the country, which 
was highlighted by wins 
over Boston College, 
Northeastern, and 
Florida State.

Winning nine of 
its first 12 conference 
games, including a 
string of six straight, 
the Minutemen entered 
the final month of the 
season tied for first 
place in the Atlantic 10 
standings. However, it 
was downhill from there 
as they closed out the 
regular-season at 17-15, 
with five losses in their 
last six games.

The young Minute-
men lost three starters 
from the past season in 

seniors Cady Lalanne 
and Maxie Esho and 
redshirt junior Derrick 
Gordon.

Women’s Basketball
UMass saw marked 
improvement 
finishing with a 12-18 
overall record. The 
Minutewomen defeated 
St. Bonaventure in the 
first round of the A-10 
Tournament, their first 
post-season victory 
since the 2005 season, 
before losing a tightly 
contested game to 
Richmond.

Senior Kim Pierre-
Louis earned A-10 
All-Conference Second 
Team honors after 
finishing second in the 
league with 18.4 points 
per game.

Hockey
The hockey team 
struggled to an 11-23-
2 record and a 5-16-1 
mark in Hockey East, 
but showed flashes of 
future success as fresh-
men and sophomores 
provided more than 73 
percent of the team’s 
scoring. Leading scorer 
Dennis Kravchenko 

posted one of the best 
rookie campaigns in 
program history and 
ranked fifth in the na-
tion in freshman scoring 
with 33 points. 

One of the top 
highlights of the year 
was an epic record-
breaking five-overtime 
win at Notre Dame 
in the Hockey East 
playoffs. 

UMass lost two of 
its top underclassmen, 
Frank Vatrano and 

Brandon Montour, to 
the pros, but will return 
five of its top point 
scorers in addition to 
the 2015 RBC Canadian 
Junior Hockey League 
National Player of the 
Year, goaltender Nic 
Renyard.

Track & Field
The women’s track and 
field team took fourth 
at the Atlantic 10 Indoor 
Championships. Senior 
Courtney Kromko 
won the A-10 long jump 
title and the silver in 
the triple jump. Senior 
Ashley Palmer was the 
New England long jump 
champion indoors. 

During the 
outdoor campaign, the 
Minutewomen posted 
their best team finish at 
the A-10 Championship 
since 2004, taking 
fourth out of 13 teams. 
Sophomore Heather 
MacLean won her 
second outdoor A-10 
gold medal in the 800 

meter and her third 
A-10 800 meter title 
overall, demolishing the 
conference record at 
the meet. At the New 
England Championship, 
MacLean won her 
second title in the 
800 meter and helped 
UMass take home gold 
in the 4x800 meter 
relay, breaking New 
England Championship 
records in both events.

Softball
Senior Quianna Diaz-
Patterson set UMass 
and Atlantic 10 single-
season records in 
batting average (.504, 
4th in NCAA) and 
on-base percentage 
(.592, 8th in NCAA), 
along with the UMass 
slugging mark (.866). 
She was named First 
Team All-Region and 
All-Conference as she 
concluded her career 
third in UMass history 
with a .391 batting 
average.

Record-setting slugger  
Quianna Diaz-Patterson

Multiple-record setter Alessandro Bomprezzi
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Who Were  
The Curranmen?
Mel Foster ’57 recalls the record-setting 
UMass basketball team of the 1950s.

NEARLY 60 YEARS AGO a team broke  
records for most wins and highest scores as 

they brought UMass basketball into the modern 
era. We first set the school game scoring record 
of 90 in the 1954-55 season, then broke that with 
104 points in a win against Boston College in 
Boston Garden. Later on in that season, we hit 
98 points against UNH at home in the Curry 
Hicks Cage.  Our team scoring average was 
higher than most college teams of today even 

Sports Minutes

WITH THE Minuteman Marching Band performing and the media, 
administrators, coaches, athletes, alumni, and supporters in 
attendance, new UMass director of athletics, Ryan Bamford, was 

warmly welcomed to the campus community on March 23. Bamford succeeds 
John McCutcheon, who stepped down in February to become director of 
athletics at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

“Ryan brings the right mix of devotion to the student-athlete, a winning 
tradition in a broad range of sports, and intimate knowledge of FBS football—just 
what we were looking for,” said Chancellor Kumble Subbaswamy of Bamford. “He 
brings great energy to our department of athletics and is someone who can help 
elevate us to the next level.”

Bamford, a standout basketball player at Ithaca College, brings to UMass 
strong college athletics administrative experience mixed with a personal insight 
into the needs of student-athletes. At Georgia Tech since 2012, he was responsible 
for the football, baseball, and men’s basketball programs—all highly prominent 
at the national level, with football being a top-10 Football Bowl Subdivision team 
winning the 2014 Orange Bowl. Prior to Georgia Tech, he was senior associate 
athletic director at Yale University for eight years, where he was sport supervisor 
for the football, men’s basketball, and fencing programs.

A native New Englander, Bamford began his career at Springfield College.  
He has also served at the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC),  
Octagon Sports Marketing, Plymouth State University, and the University of  
New Hampshire.

Ryan Bamford Named  
Director of Athletics 
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Five new members were inducted in May 
into the George "Trigger" Burke UMass 

Athletics Hall of Fame as the Class of 2014.  
The new Hall of Famers are:

Kole Ayi (Football, 1997-00). Linebacker 
Ayi went from a walk-on to the UMass all-
time leader in solo tackles. His standout 
performance in the 1998 NCAA National 
Championship game led the Minutemen to 
their first-ever national title.

Carl Boteze (Baseball, 1965-67). One of 
the team’s all-time great pitchers, Boteze holds 
the best single-season win performance, 10 in 
1996. With Boteze as team captain, the 1967 
club was one of the best in program history.

Billy Brown (Swimming, 1997-01). An 
Atlantic 10 Champion, ECAC Champion, 
NCAA Championship competitor and U.S. 
Olympic Trials qualifier, Brown helped set the 
standard for UMass swimming.

Monty Mack (Basketball, 1997-00). A fan 
favorite, Mack was the best long-range shooter 
and the second leading scorer in program 
history. He also ranks first in minutes played.

Thomas Poeck (Ice Hockey, 2001-04). A 
native of Austria, Poeck guided UMass to the 
Hockey East Championship game in 2004. He 
played in two Olympics, the NHL, the AHL, 
and in Europe, and is still playing professional 
hockey.
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The Curranmen. 
1954-55

U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 A
R

C
H

IV
E

S

though there was no shot clock and no 3-point 
line then. We never did lose at home in the Cage 
the next season but had some trouble on the 
road playing in the high school gyms and con-
verted auditoriums that many of our opponents 
had. We lacked the height of some of the teams 
we played—at just over 6 feet, 3 inches I was the 
tallest player and the only player taller than the 
coach, Bobby Curran. Coach Curran had been on 
the NCAA champion Holy Cross team years be-
fore, so he instilled the winning attitude in us.

Our back court players, George “Trigger” 
Burke ’56, ’96Hon, Dave Bartley ’56, ’86Hon, 
and John J. “Jack” Foley ’57, are all members 
of the UMass Hall of Fame, named for Trigger 
Burke. He was the high scorer with that fabulous 
jump shot, but the smooth Foley became the 
highest all-time scorer by the time he finished his 
career. The front-court, Captain Paul Aho ’56, 
Dick Eid ’56, Bud Frye ’56, and John Edgar ’57, 
did yeoman’s work, especially against some of the 
bigger players on the other teams. We also had a 
fine sophomore group including George Morin 
’58 and Don Akerson ’58 who later had success 
in their own right continuing the winning ways.

We didn’t get to play a couple of games 
due to bad weather so we ended up playing 
one less game in the Yankee Conference than 
UConn. Even though we did defeat the Huskies, 
they took the automatic bid to the 1956 
NCAA championships, something we always 
regretted. For me it has been great to follow the 
UMass basketball teams over the years as they 
faced the best teams in the country.
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Research Notebook

Snowball Effect
A close look at a comet’s ices.

WHEN COMET Churyumov-Gera-
simenko zooms to its perihelion in 

August accompanied by the European Space 
Agency’s Rosetta orbiter, it will bestow upon 
astronomers a new wealth of information on 
how comets work.

For Professor of Astronomy Peter 
Schloerb, participating in the Rosetta Mis-
sion is the realization of a career-long dream. 
The MIRO (Microwave Instrument on the 
Rosetta Orbiter) allows the most detailed 
look ever at a comet’s internal processes.

As a comet approaches the sun, solar en-
ergy heats its surface, causing the molecular 
ices in the subsurface to sublimate to gases, 
venting out to become the comet’s coma, or 
nebulous envelope, and streaming out into 
the comet’s signature tail.

MIRO’s millimeter-wavelength 
measurements allow astronomers to measure 
the temperature beneath the surface of 
Comet CG’s nucleus and properties of gases 
within it. MIRO can measure the speed 

at which gases flow out of the comet and take 
readings from Comet CG’s cold, unilluminated 
parts. 

The irregular surface of Comet CG presents 
a stimulating challenge to researchers trying to 
interpret their measurements: “Oh it’s a mess!” 
laughs Schloerb. “It’s such a funny rough shape, 

Craggy Comet CG
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Throwback 
Treatment
A new old way to cure malaria.

IT’S CERTAINLY CHEAPER to treat a malaria patient with a whole 
plant rather than with a single purified drug derived from that plant, 
but can such a throwback whole-plant treatment actually be more 
effective?

Professor of Microbiology Stephen Rich was dubious until he 
and his team compared malaria treatments using the whole plant Artemisia 

annua and the widely used drug extracted 
from that plant, artemisinin. They found that 
the whole-plant treatment remains effective 
for up to three times longer than the pure 
drug because it withstands the evolution of 
resistance.

Since the malaria parasite has evolved 
resistance to the succession of drugs 
developed to treat it, Rich’s whole-plant 
approach could potentially help the millions 
of people who suffer from malaria each year.

Artemisia annua

that if you attempt to measure all the places that 
are inclined to the sun a certain way, they are all 
over the place.” 

“We are interested in comets because they 
date back to the early history of the solar system,” 
says Schloerb. “Since then, the ices have not been 
significantly altered. So what we find in the comet 
ices is what was around in the early stages of the 
solar system.”

Language of Bacteria
How does a Bacillus say hello?

BACTERIA HAVE traditionally been viewed 
as solitary organisms that “hang out on their 

own,” says molecular biologist Kevin Griffith. 
However, scientists now realize that in fact, 
bacteria exhibit social behavior within groups.

Individual bacteria communicate with 
members of the group through a process called 
quorum sensing, via chemical signals and 
extracellular peptides, Griffith explains.  Each 
species of bacteria has its own unique language.

“Research in my lab is devoted to deciphering 
these different bacterial languages, understand-
ing how bacteria perceive these signals, and 
determining how bacteria use this information 
to regulate biological processes at the molecular 
level,” says Griffith.
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Nature’s Medicine 
Cabinet
Chemicals in nectar reduce  
infection in bees.

A SIP of buckwheat nectar could help a 
bumblebee with a bellyache get rid of an 

intestinal parasite, UMass and Dartmouth Col-
lege researchers have found. Scientists studying 
the interaction among plants, pollinators, and 
parasites report that in recent experiments, bees 
infected with a common intestinal parasite had 
reduced parasite levels in their guts after seven 
days if the bees also consumed natural toxins 
present in plant nectar.

Principal investigator 
Lynn Adler, biology, 

says that growers who 
depend on bees and 

other pollinators 
may want to think 
about planting 
hedgerows and 
gardens contain-

ing plants that pro-
duce natural herbal 

remedies for common 
parasites and diseases.

Space Invaders
Alien plants widespread and  
poised to invade.

BETHANY BRADLEY, assistant professor in 
the Department of Environmental Conserva-

tion, was very surprised to find that non-native 
plant species, such as kudzu, oriental bittersweet, 
and cheat grass, are much more widespread 
across the United States than native plants.

Bradley led a team in a first-of-its-kind study 
that explored the geographic distribution of 
13,575 plant species across the country. They 
found that native plants are strongly limited 
in their distributions compared to non-native 
plants. That is probably because people aren’t 
moving natives around as much through 
activities such as gardening and planting of seeds 
with weed contaminants. 

Fly or Die

IT HAS LONG BEEN BELIEVED, but now it’s proven: Blackpoll 

warblers migrate nonstop 1,500 miles over the Atlantic from New 

England and eastern Canada to South America. Bill DeLuca ’13PhD, 

environmental conservation, led a team that fitted the tiny forest 

songbirds with light-sensing geolocators to track their amazing feat.
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She says, “We’re more likely to see more 
problems from invasive species ahead as 
they continue to expand locally into suitable 
environments.”  In other words, watch out, there’s 
still plenty of space for the non-natives to invade.



Food science students compete to invent a new flavor.

 HE SOON-TO-GRADUATE food science students  
 shuffle their feet as they answer hard questions about 
ice cream: “Will pasteurization change this flavor?” challenges a food 
science professor.  “Have you tested its shelf life?” asks another. “Are 
these ingredients guaranteed peanut-free?” queries a chef.

This inquisition was part of their capstone presentation in As-
sistant Professor Sam Nugen’s Food Processing Lab class and 

the culmination of their undergraduate food science educa-
tion. Throughout the spring semester, four teams of stu-

dents competed to invent a marketable ice cream flavor. 
At their final presentation in Thompson Hall judges 

chose the winning flavor to be produced by Maple Val-
ley Creamery and sold throughout New England this 
summer.

“They aren’t just playing kitchen,” says Nugen. 
“These students are applying the food science prin-
ciples they’ve learned here—food safety, chemistry, 
microbiology, ingredient sourcing, processing, sen-
sory testing—to a real product.”

During their first lab session, a team of seven stu-
dents took off their jewelry and put on latex gloves, lab 

coats, and hairnets to formulate flavors. They gathered 
around a stainless steel table scattered with lined paper 

scrawled with algebraic equations, measuring cups, and 
mixing bowls. They brought along boxes, bottles, and bags of 

ingredients. “Through market research data, we found that hot 
beverages are trending, so we are going to base our flavor on the 

Mexican drink horchata,” explained team member Tom Koziol ’15.
Finding the right balance of cinnamon, almonds, and rice for a 

traditional horchata flavor and the perfect degree of crunch for the 
ice cream took serious inquiry in the lab—and plenty of plastic 

Photos by John Solem
By Patricia Sullivan
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Food Processing Lab is one of the fun classes in the rigorous food science major. 
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sampling spoons. Students experimented with almond meal, 
almond extract, and chopped roasted almonds, and found 
that the roasted almonds resulted in the most pleasing almond 
flavor. More fine-tuning with the lab’s digital scale and their 
iPhone calculators and they determined the Goldilocks point 
for the cinnamon—11 grams per gallon—not too bland, not 
too pungent.

The practical aspects of putting rice in ice cream, however, 
proved more complex. Amanda Kinchla ’98, a UMass Exten-
sion expert in food product development and consulting in-
structor in Nugen’s class, talked the students through the pro-
cess: “How will you ensure the consistency of your cooked rice?” 
she asked them. “How will you cool it safely? What will be the 
labor costs of cooking, cooling, freezing, and grinding the rice?”

Eventually the nascent food scientists realized their product 
tasted great without the added vexation of rice. Their contest 
entry would be Cinnamon Almond Crunch ice cream.

Across the lab, another team of students brainstormed an ice 

The ice cream competition in 
process. From left to right: 

Students distribute samples of 
their concoctions. Bruce Jenks and 

Laurie Cuevas of Maple Valley 
Creamery and chef Charlotte 

Dewey were among the judges. 
Delight and disappointment as the 

winner is announced.

cream flavor inspired by Kentucky bourbon pie. They sampled 
chocolate pecan clusters. How big should they be for proper 
proportions in a pint container? Will the clusters hold their 
shape in the ice cream? Although the chocolate pecans were 
delicious, even when the team tempered the bourbon with ha-
zelnut cream, the taste of alcohol overpowered the ice cream. 
Kentucky bourbon pie was scrapped.

The team also rejected a mixed berry flavor—too many 
variables—and then experimented with a simpler cherry and 
chocolate combination, which posed its own set of questions: 
Chopped cherries or cherry purée? Chocolate chips or chunks? 
They went with the smooth purée and chocolate chunks and 
christened their entry Cherry Bomb.

The four teams worked in Chenoweth Laboratory’s newly 
renovated Food Science Pilot Plant, a product developer’s play-
ground equipped with everything from whisks to a reverse 
osmosis unit. Even in this world-class facility, glitches arose: A 
stainless steel bowl stuck fast in the ice cream maker. Ice cream 

What Fills  
 Your Cone?
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took longer to freeze than expected. Berries crystallized. It took 
a full pound of expensive chai leaves to impart chai flavor to ice 
cream. Root beer and energy drink flavors fizzled. “It’s amazing 
how much we had to fail before we succeeded,” said Carolyn 
Dirnfeld ’15 of team Cherry Bomb.

After developing flavors, the students gave samples to family 
and friends for taste testing. Tiffany Tang ’15 of team Mango 
Coconut, a clarinetist, brought 102 samples to UMass March-
ing Band practice. When some of the testers commented that 
the coconut flakes in the ice cream felt rubbery and didn’t add 
much flavor to the concoction, her team decided to omit the 
flakes and instead rely on coconut cream. 

Once all four teams settled on flavors and adjusted them 
based on their sensory testing, their focus turned to nutrition, 
processing, and food safety. Each team created nutrition labels 
for its product and drew up detailed production flow charts.

Their plans included elaborate safety precautions. In April, 
a multistate outbreak of deadly listeriosis linked to Bluebell ice 

cream production facilities in the South and West underscored 
everything they had learned about food safety.  The bacterium 
Listeria monocytogenes, students knew, loves cold, moist places 
like ice cream machines.

The last stage of the ice cream competition was the presenta-
tion before judges, faculty, and fellow students. It was time for 
the food scientists to fire up their Prezi software and turn on 
their charm. A few wore soda-jerk style bow ties, others dressed 
up in their interview suits. Julia Thompson ’15 of the Peanut 
Butter Banana team pushed her flavor hard. “It’s comforting and 
reminds us of our childhood,” she told the judges. “Peanut but-
ter and banana was Elvis’s favorite sandwich! And the all-nat-
ural peanut butter is from Teddie, a Massachusetts company.”

Local ingredients were indeed important to judges Laurie 
Cuevas and Bruce Jenks, owners of Maple Valley Creamery, the 
dairy collaborating with the food processing class. The milk 
and cream in their extraordinary, super-premium, all-natural 
ice cream comes from the cosseted Brown Swiss cows on their 

The final four flavors dreamed up in the Food Science Pilot Plant.

Cinnamon Almond Crunch 
Roasted almonds and cinnamon  

combine for a taste reminiscent of 
Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal.

Mango Coconut 
Refreshing creamy mango with a hint  
of coconut, made from mango purée  

and coconut cream flavor. 

Cherry Bomb 
A classic sweet combo  

of cherry purée and  
chocolate chunks. 

Peanut Butter Banana 
A nostalgically satisfying blend  

of smooth peanut butter  
and banana purée.

What Fills  
 Your Cone?
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New England  
 loves ice cream!

When it comes to the top states for ice cream eating,  
Massachusetts is number three, beat by only Rhode Island and Wisconsin.   

Connecticut and New Hampshire also rank in the top 10.

farm in Hadley and other local 
dairies. 

“I’m all about the cows,” says 
Cuevas. “The Brown Swiss are huge 
and hardy and I love their person-
alities—some are gentle, some can 
be really pushy.”

Cuevas and Jenks were eager to 
hear the students’ wildest ideas. Al-
though tried-and-true flavors are 
its best sellers, Maple Valley makes a 
popular maple bacon ice cream and 
has experimented with green tea 
and even chocolate oatmeal stout. 
Getting flavors just right can be dif-
ficult. “We’re farmers, not food sci-
entists, so we really appreciate the 
work and creativity of the students,” 
said Jenks.

“They were emailing and texting 
us with questions almost daily,” said 
Cuevas. “They sleep about as little as  
we do!”

Cuevas and Jenks brought along three local chefs to help 
them judge flavors. “In the end, we’re focusing on taste,” said 
Jenks. “So we’re relying on people who taste for a living.” The 
farmers also wanted a flavor they could put on store shelves 
quickly without a lot of tinkering.

The tasting panel concluded that any of the four competing 
UMass flavors could work with adjustments: The Mango Coco-
nut could use better color and bolder coconut flavor. The Cin-
namon Almond Crunch could be improved with fewer almonds 
yet more crunch. Cherry Bomb, the most expensive flavor to 
make, looked muddy. Maple Valley could look into a better price 
for ingredients and try some beet juice to brighten its color. The 
Peanut Butter Banana ice cream combined “two tough flavors 
to tangle with,” remarked Cuevas, “But we love the idea.  Adding 
some chocolate chips might make that one work.”

In the end, team Mango Coconut’s early decision to elimi-
nate the coconut flakes from their recipe proved wise; the judges 

proclaimed that the coconut cream gave the Mango Coconut a 
smooth texture with the best mouth feel of the four competing 
flavors. The flavor beat Cinnamon Almond Crunch by one vote 
to scoop up the audience award.

The chatter died down in Thompson Hall as Cuevas and 
Jenks took last licks from their spoons and ascended to the stage 
to announce the winning flavor—Cherry Bomb. “Sometimes 
the simplest combinations are the best,” said Cuevas. Student 
Carolyn Dirnfeld leapt from her seat, arms upraised. “I was 
confident in the flavor, but I was surprised we were selected,” 
she said. “It is amazing that our ice cream will actually be sold 
in stores.”

“How did we pull that one off?” Zack Rosenthal ’15 asked 
his team.

See what you think of the winner. You can find UMass Cherry  
Bomb ice cream in pints at stores throughout New England 
where Maple Valley Creamery products are sold.  

Maple Valley Creamery in Hadley is known for its Brown 
Swiss cows and the rich ice cream their milk makes.



27summer 2015

Total private investments 
Over $6 million

Research expenditures  
(for new awards) 

2008: $917,500  
2014: $1.9 Million

Number of researchers  
2008: 40    
2014: more than 120 

TODAY’S FOOD SCIENCE MAJORS 
will face a startling paradox: there’s an 

estimated one billion people worldwide 
who are overweight and another one bil-
lion people who are malnourished.

Eric Decker ’89PhD, professor and 
chair of the Department of Food Science, 
expounds matter-of-factly that with 
population growth, experts predict that 
in the next 50 years the world needs to 
manufacture as much food as ever pro-
duced in the history of mankind.

A century earlier Decker’s academic 
predecessors grappled with the food 
shortages of World War I, setting the 
stage for the nation’s first food science 
department, established at UMass in 
1918. From the basement of Wilder Hall, 
faculty worked out the problems of food 
preservation with pots and pans over 
gas-fired plates.

Today, UMass Amherst food scientists 
such as PhD student Peiyi Shen ’19 work 
from the bright, newly renovated spaces 
in the Fergus M. Clydesdale Center 
for Foods for Health and Wellness in 
Chenoweth Laboratory. Equipped with 
advanced instrumentation, the facilities 
have accelerated research.

Adjusting a video camera perched 
on top of a microscope, Shen records 
the twists and bends of a roundworm 
a millimeter in length, measuring the 
expenditure of its energy with a click of 
her computer mouse. Roundworms, which 
share 65 percent of the genes related to 
human disease, provide a cost-effective 
way to examine how chemical compounds 
from berry products can help reduce fat 
accumulation and potentially fight obesity. 

Current sponsored research projects 
for the Department of Food Science 
range from understanding the role of 
environmental toxins in obesity, inves-
tigating the degradation of essential 
vitamins in spaceflight foods, to devising 
new methods for the rapid detection of 
food contaminants. 

While food science research at some 
other institutions is based on a particular 
commodity or industry, UMass Amherst 
focuses on the food supply as a whole, 
which makes it effective at tackling com-

plex problems and attractive to all kinds 
of funders. Corporate members of its 
Research Alliance include Pepsi Cola Inc., 
Kraft Foods, General Mills, Welch’s, and 
ConAgra Foods. With private gifts from 
corporations and individuals, the program 
has made major investments in recent 
years in facilities, faculty, and in resources 
for PhD students such as Shen.

The 70 graduate students and 106 
undergraduates studying food science 
go on to work in areas such as product 
development, quality control, ingredient 
technology, and food engineering for 
large manufacturers.

While the department has a relatively 
small number of majors, the loyalty of its 
alumni may well be another distinguish-
ing factor in its success. One hundred 
and eighty-nine alumni supported the 
renovations of the facilities, and 127 
gave to the establishment of the Fergus 
M. Clydesdale Endowed Professorship 
in Food Science, honoring the beloved 
UMass Amherst professor and innovator 
in the field. 

The fund totals more than $1.8 million, 
and a holder of the professorship will 
be named in 2017.  A sizable endowment 
with a substantial investment period, the 
Clydesdale professorship takes advan-
tage of a university program that matches 
the payout from private contributions to 
professorships and chairs.

Part of the UMass Rising campaign, 
these fundraising efforts helped fuel 
an upward spiral for the food science 
program. These resources have helped to 
lure high-caliber PhD students to its top-
ranked program, attract promising junior 
faculty, and bring in a growing number 
of visiting international scholars who 
want to collaborate, all of which drives 
additional outside funding. 

Given all of these strides, it is easy to 
understand why in the face of formidable 
problems such as obesity and food scar-
city, Decker is clearly undeterred. Food 
science, in the future, he explains, “will 
be an international effort,” and undoubt-
edly one in which UMass Amherst will 
play an important role.

Food Science Rising
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Lost Creek, Indiana

Sierra Leone

Republic of Burundi

U.S. Information Service

South Africa

U.S. Agency for International Development

African Development Bank

Terre Haute

Texas Southern University

Pike’s Peak

Nigeria

Washington, D.C.

University of Nairobi

Houston

U.N. Economic Commission for Africa

Honorary Consul General of Rwanda
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Making
of a

UMass Amherst’s Center for International 
Education helped prepare Cynthia 
Shepard Perry to achieve her goal of 
becoming a United States ambassador.

By JOHN SIPPEL

Diplomat
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HAVING FASHIONED her professional 
life as deftly as an expert sculptor shapes an ornate column, 
Cynthia Shepard Perry ’72EdD, ’88Hon takes well-earned 
satisfaction in looking back over her 86 years. “I’ve always 
followed my heart,” she says, “but I’ve gotten and taken good 
advice all along the way.” Now, not surprisingly, she passionately 
espouses the kind of bold goal-setting and meticulous career 
strategizing that have served her so well.

Perry grew up in Lost Creek, Indiana, near Terre Haute, in a 
family descended from freed slaves who settled in that region 
before the Civil War. She was all of 16 when one of her teachers, 
a Jesuit priest who saw service as being the profoundest form of 
worship, challenged her to name the highest goal to which she 
could imagine aspiring. Perry said she wanted to be a United 
States ambassador.

“Of course,” she laughs, “at that time no one was talking 
about the possibility of there ever being a black president. If 
they had, I would have chosen to be president.”

Perry ultimately caught her brass ring twice, 
serving as United States ambassador first to 
Sierra Leone from 1986 to 1989 and then 
to the Republic of Burundi from 1989 to 
1993. Before and after that she held key 
positions with the U.S. Information 
Service, the U.N. Economic Com-
mission for Africa, the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (US-
AID), and the African Development 
Bank. On the academic front she has 
been a professor and administrator 
with Texas Southern University and a 
lecturer at the University of Nairobi.

None of that was predestined. One day in 
1956, Perry—28 years old, married, the mother 
of three, and a dropout from the undergraduate 
program at Indiana State University—sought the counsel 
of a valued mentor, her former high school principal, Herbert 
Lamb. She confessed to feeling discouraged and adrift. She had 
abandoned any grand aspiration and was only considering what 
narrow, timidly pragmatic options were open to her. 

Lamb told Perry he believed in long-terms plans. He asked 
where, all things being equal and with no limitations of any 
kind blocking her way, she hoped to be at the age of 50. She 
hedged but finally admitted to wanting to be like Eleanor Roo-
sevelt: a force for world peace and “brilliant, articulate, fearless, 
positive, selfless—and rich!” And what, Lamb asked, might she 
do in Eleanor Roosevelt’s world?

The old dream resurfaced: “I want to be United States am-
bassador to Kenya,” a nation then struggling to break free of 
British colonialism.

Lamb told her that first she needed to believe it could hap-
pen, and then she had to do hard research to determine how 
to make it happen. He knew that there were two basic paths to 
ambassadorships: rising through the ranks in the Foreign Ser-
vice for 20 or 30 years or amassing a set of skills and political 

connections that might someday catch the eye of a president, 
since only presidents can appoint ambassadors. Given her age 
and current situation, the latter approach seemed likelier.

Lamb and Perry drew up a 25-year plan, broken down into 
five-year increments based on perpetual progression, with no 
room for detours or backsliding. After finishing her under-
graduate degree, Perry worked first at an investment corpora-
tion and then as an educational representative at IBM’s Office 
Products Division in Terre Haute. She began learning how to 
succeed as a black woman in a white man’s world, and deeply 
contemplated her next move.

One day Perry heard from Dan Jordan, a former Indiana State 
professor who had moved on to take part in a groundbreaking 
reorganization of the School of Education at the University of 
Massachusetts. In a bid to promote diversity, the school was of-
fering her one of 30 all-expenses-paid slots in its doctoral pro-
gram. Was she interested? Perry was indeed, though her hus-

band wasn’t. She drove to Massachusetts with her two 
youngest children, he stayed behind, and the two 

were amicably divorced a few years later.

THUS BEGAN what Perry calls 
“the apex of my academic train-

ing”—with, she admits, some bumps 
along the way. Dwight Allen, the 
School of Education’s visionary and 
often controversial dean, had estab-
lished “Centers of Excellence” in ur-

ban education, educational research, 
early childhood education, music and 

behavioral education, and international 
education. Some of them quickly lan-

guished; others survive today. Given her 
career goal, Perry chose to be one of the 10 

inaugural fellows in the Center for International 
Education (CIE)—the only black, the only woman, and 

the oldest among them.
Shortly thereafter, in one of his most idealistic and extrav-

agant moves, Allen flew everyone in the doctoral program to 
Pike’s Peak for a ten-day retreat to ponder strategy. “It was a pe-
riod that allowed us to dream,” Perry recalls. “We were up above 
the clouds, and came back ready to take on the world.”

For Perry, however, the idyll palled when a CIE professor ap-
proached her and rather uncomfortably began asking whether 
she wouldn’t perhaps be more comfortable in the Center for Ur-
ban Education, “where all the others are”—by which he meant 
the doctoral program’s other black fellows. Perry ignored the 
implication. “I know nothing about urban problems,” she said. 
“I’m from the country.”

Yes, the professor countered, but CIE would be based on 
common experience in international development and deep 
exposure to other countries; the other participants had all lived 
for two or three years overseas, and all but one had Peace Corps 
experience. He asked if Perry had ever been outside the country, 
and for how long.

Perry calls her  
UMass experience 

“the apex of  
my academic  

training.”
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CIE Spreads Learning’s Light

In All Things Being Equal, her 1998 memoir, Perry recalled 
her response: 

“Oh, yes,” I said. I remember stretching my neck to look 
taller and slimmer. “I spent two weeks in Jamaica, and a lifetime 
dealing with benign neglect, poverty, bigotry, and ignorance 
in this country. That makes my experience more than equal to 
theirs.”

She intended, she said, to be an ambassador. She stayed on 
at CIE.

The center soon began making a mark (and has ever since; 
see sidebar), but Perry’s first year there was challenging. “We 
were viewed on the campus as exclusive,” she remembers, “and 
despite my presence we were often charged with racism and 
sexism. Some of the ‘others’ in urban education challenged my 
choice to study international education when the inner cities of 
America were burning.”

CIE colleagues came to Perry’s defense, but for months she 
felt that as an older black woman she cumulatively represented a 
tad too much diversity for their comfort. The men liked to meet 
informally at night, when she needed to be with her kids, and 
they tended to show up in the mornings having decided what to 
her seemed faits accomplis. Their Peace Corps background gave 
them a bond she lacked, they enjoyed arguing for hours about 
intellectual issues Perry considered inconsequential, and she, 

unlike them, had a specific career objective. “So,” Perry says, “I 
was often combative and gradually became less interested in the 
center’s development than in gaining new skills, developing link-
ages, and seeking funding for the programs I was writing.” 

For her most cherished project, Perry received U.S. Depart-
ment of Education funding to create a campus chapter of the 
graduate-level National Teacher Corps program. It prepared 
Peace Corps volunteers returning from service in Africa to 
teach American public school students about Africa. She cred-
its her CIE peers for the inspiration: “They taught me the im-
portance of what you do with overseas experience once you get 
back, and some of them worked with me on the proposal.” The 
program was a great success and, for her, a source of several 
long-term friendships.

Perry also participated in the Committee for the Collegiate 
Education of Black Students, a Ford Foundation–funded pro-
gram that sought to bring to UMass significant numbers of 
inner-city black students. The experience was eye-opening. “I 
got different glimpses of what urban life is,” Perry says, “and of 
just how great were the challenges of addressing the problems in 
our educational system.”

And over time, Perry began feeling more at home at CIE.
“It was like going to finishing school,” she says, “filling in the 

gaps left in my preparation on my way up. I also learned more 

center for more than 45 years. “Some of 
our grad students have more expertise 
than staff members, and our structure 
honors that. We seek a synergy between 
theory and practice, and produce ‘deep 
practitioners’ who rigorously test theory 
against the realities of the field.” 

In recent years one of the center’s 
most productive and enduring collabora-
tions has been with the government of 
Afghanistan. In 2008 CIE began helping 
to establish the first functioning master’s 
degree program in that nation in at least 
30 years. The program was turned over 
to Kabul Education University in the 
summer of 2013 and has now awarded 
degrees to 110 graduates in five cohorts. 

CIE’s role in Afghanistan began in 
2006 with a five-year contract to work 
with faculties of education. That was fol-
lowed by a three-year, $21-million contract 
to continue the earlier work and broaden 
its scope to include strengthening the 
capacity of both the Ministry of Higher 
Education and the management of the 
universities. In January 2014, CIE was 
awarded a five-year, $23-million subcon-

tract to continue the work, making UMass 
Amherst a major force in helping to build a 
modern university system in Afghanistan.

Elsewhere in the world, UMass Am-
herst’s College of Education, the Universi-
ty of Missouri, and the Universidad de Los 
Andes in Colombia recently received a 
$200,000 Ford Foundation planning grant 
to create the first inter-American organi-
zation aimed at improving the quality of, 
access to, and equity in “tertiary educa-
tion”—that above the high-school level—in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

“We work where need is greatest, 
in post-conflict or post-emergency con-
texts,” says Joseph Berger, the College of 
Education’s associate dean for research 
and engagement and the principal inves-
tigator for the Ford Foundation grant. 
“We’re highly responsive to the specific 
and sometimes unusual needs of host 
nations, even to the point of promoting 
‘non-school education.’ Our sensitivity 
to our host cultures is reflected in our 
stressing listening skills and putting a 
premium on placing nationals in positions 
of responsibility.”

WELL INTO ITS FIFTH DECADE, the 
Center for International Educa-

tion (CIE) at what is now the College of 
Education at UMass Amherst adheres to 
its original mission of improving the qual-
ity of and access to education in troubled 
areas the world over. In its time it has 
completed projects on every continent 
except for Australia and Antarctica.

CIE seeks to develop cross-cultural 
understanding of and receptiveness to 
different types of knowledge by building 
an internationally diverse academic com-
munity. Among other gauges, the center 
measures its health in terms of its ability 
to sustain the endless and often conten-
tious self-evaluation and self-reflection 
that have always been central to its 
culture. And it’s diverse: two-thirds of its 
community is made up of international 
students, many from war-torn or impover-
ished countries, which helps keep the 
center’s perspective truly “real-world.” 

“CIE is a participatory community with 
its own governing structure and some-
thing of a renegade feel,” says CIE Direc-
tor David R. Evans, who has been with the 
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The new ambassador presents her credentials to President Joseph Saidu 
Momoh at Sierra Leone’s State House in Freetown, July 16, 1986.

about working with men. My colleagues knew 
who they were and took pride in their knowl-
edge and experiences, and I took inspiration 
from that. Working with them as fully as I did 
made a broader person of me, and I hope they 
learned something from me at the same time. I 
learned too that while humility was necessary 
for the job I was going to be doing, I needed to 
be proud enough to keep others from taking 
advantage of me.”

PERRY MOVED on to Texas Southern 
University, where she saw to the needs of 

the campus’s three thousand international 
students, mostly from Africa and Iran, among 
a student body of ten thousand. “All of the ex-
perience I had gained at UMass fit in with be-
ing the guiding force in admitting that many 
foreign students,” Perry says. “It was a terrific 
learning experience in how to work with peo-
ple, how to give, and how not to pitch my ex-
pectations too high. I was doing very, very well there.”

Until, that is, she realized that her many Nigerian students 
were not receiving much of the funding due them from their 
government, forcing them to go hungry and sometimes even 
live in cars. Perry flew to Nigeria to investigate the 
problem, but after returning to Texas was ap-
proached by two Nigerian businessmen 
who pointedly told her she was being 
too inquisitive. Two of her Nigerian 
students had already been shot 
in the head, as had others at a 
school in Louisiana. “I couldn’t 
control that situation,” she 
says. “I resigned.”

Perry moved next to 
Washington, D.C., to head 
USAID’s Education and De-
velopment Program for Afri-
ca. She stayed there four years, 
developing many political con-
nections that were to serve her in 
good stead.

Then, in 1986, while in South 
Africa on a USAID assignment, Perry 
got a phone call from President Reagan, 
asking if she would serve as his ambassador 
to Sierra Leone. The offer was not entirely unex-
pected, but the caller was. So flummoxed that she didn’t quite 
take in which country he had named, she simply said, “Yes, Mr. 
President.”

Perry’s ultimate career goal was thereby achieved, and the 
assignment was a good fit: she had already broadened her inter-
national connections in projects for the United Nations and had 
a good deal of experience in Sierra Leone. There, and afterward 
in Burundi, she succeeded admirably in improving relations and 
building goodwill. She did so in the face of both the usual chal-
lenges faced by ambassadors—red tape, inefficiency, corrup-
tion, security threats, byzantine political intrigues—and some 
particular to her, including having to maintain equanimity in 

the face of jaw-dropping episodes of racism and sexism. For 
his part, Perry’s second husband, J.O. Perry—a Texas Southern 
professor, director of that campus’s Teacher Corps program, 
and, Perry says, her “prince consort”—created a meaningful 

role for the male spouse of an ambassador by lead-
ing in-country educational initiatives.

Today, living in retirement in Houston, 
Perry serves as honorary consul gen-

eral of Rwanda, continues to pursue 
her lifelong passions for painting 

and flower gardening, dotes on 
her many grandchildren, and 
is updating her memoir. Asked 
what she learned as an am-
bassador, she says: “It taught 
me humility. It taught me the 
games that had to be played to 
give the United States govern-

ment what it was looking for 
from me while at the same time 

giving the people of my host na-
tions support in what they were 

trying to do. Helping to make posi-
tive change has always been foremost 

in my mind. Money was not important; I 
wanted to see change come about in the lives 

of people. Achieving that has been deeply fulfill-
ing, but also fills me with humility.”  

Ambassador Perry has chosen to have her personal papers housed 
in Special Collections at the W.E.B. Du Bois Library. The first of this 
material arrived last September (with much more to follow) and is  
being digitized thanks to a $2,500 grant from the group Women for  
UMass Amherst. That group has also committed $2,500 to a new 
$25,000 endowment in the College of Education established by 
anonymous donors in tribute to the ambassador. It will support 
graduate students pursuing international fieldwork, with preference  
to be given to women applicants.

In 1986 Perry got a phone  

call from President Reagan 

asking if she would serve as his 

ambassador to Sierra Leone. So 

flummoxed that she didn’t quite 

take in which country he had 

named, she simply said,  

“Yes, Mr. President.”
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Kudos!

Pierre Bushel ’84

Distinguished  
Alumni  Award

Pierre R. Bushel ’84 has made an 
exemplary career in the vanguard 
of bioinformatics. In that field, he 

extracts raw data from the genome, analyzes 
it with computational algorithms, and 
uses the information to shed light on how 
toxicants and other environmental stressors 
affect human genes and diseases.

Bushel is a staff scientist in the 
Biostatistics and Computational Biology 
Branch of the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences (part of 
the National Institutes of Health) and head 
of its Microarray and Genome Informatics 
group. His primary research interests 
are in toxicogenomics—using statistical 
methodologies, bioinformatics, and 
computational biology to better understand 
how the environment can affect biological 
systems down to the genetic level—and 
identifying the potentially useful properties 
of combinations of possible cancer 
therapeutics.

Bushel earned his UMass Amherst 
bachelor’s degree in zoology, a master’s 
degree from Long Island University-Brooklyn 
in molecular and cellular biology, and a 
doctorate in bioinformatics from North 
Carolina State University. While at UMass, 
he participated in the Committee for the 
Collegiate Education of Black and other 
Minority Students (CCEBMS). He also was 
a member of the Theta Iota chapter of the 
Kappa Alpha Psi (KAY) fraternity.

Bushel is one of the few African-
American PhD-level scientists trained in 
bioinformatics and the only one practicing 
professionally in his specialty.

Sonia Nieto ’79EdD

Distinguished  
Alumni  Award

Sonia Nieto ’79 EdD is a professor 
emerita of language, literacy, and 
culture with the UMass Amherst 

College of Education. She has devoted her 
professional life to diversity, equity, and 
social justice in education.

Nieto is the author of the best-
selling textbook Affirming Diversity: The 
Sociopolitical Context of Multicultural 
Education. Now in its sixth edition (written 
with Patty Bode ’90, ’97G, ’05EdD), Affirming 
Diversity is used in teacher education 
programs around the world. The Museum of 
Education has deemed it one of the books 
that defined the education field during 
the twentieth century because of its wide 
range of research and approach to difficult 
theoretical issues.

Nieto began teaching in her native 
Brooklyn, New York, eventually moving to 
P.S. 25 in the Bronx, the first fully bilingual 
school in the Northeast. She pursued her 
doctorate at UMass Amherst in the 1970s, 
specializing in curriculum, multicultural 
education, and bilingual education. Her time 
at UMass was transformative, preparing her 
well for a life in academia. After working 
for the Massachusetts Department of 
Education for a year, she accepted a faculty 
position back at UMass Amherst, where 
she remained for 25 years, retiring as a full 
professor in 2006.

In addition to Affirming Diversity, Nieto 
has written or edited 10 books as well as 
dozens of journal articles and book chapters. 
Her memoir will be published later this year 
by Harvard Education Press.

Rafael Guzman ’88

Distinguished  
Alumni  Service Award

Rafael Guzman ’88 is an innovative 
and visionary businessman who 
believes that a comprehensive 

education with a multicultural and global 
vision is the key to success. The president 
and owner of RM Technologies Inc. (RMT), 
a general contractor serving New England, 
Guzman is deeply committed to service in 
his Lawrence, Massachusetts, community. 
He has built his reputation by providing 
opportunities for underprivileged youth 
to improve their lives through education, 
granting them the same opportunities that 
allowed him to succeed.

Born in the Dominican Republic, Guzman 
immigrated to the United States as a high 
school junior. Despite the language barrier, 
he graduated with high honors. He then 
earned a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering at UMass Amherst.

While at UMass he founded the flagship 
campus’s first Dominican Club and held 
leadership roles in the Bilingual Collegiate 
Program, the Minority Engineering Program, 
and AHORA, the first Latino registered 
student organization on campus.

In 2012, he created the RM Technologies, 
Inc. Scholarship in the UMass Amherst 
College of Engineering, which awards 
$5,000 to students from underprivileged 
backgrounds who exhibit a strong desire to 
improve their lives through education. 

Guzman was named to the UMass 
Amherst Foundation Board of Directors  
in March.

The Alumni Association presented its         Distinguished Alumni Awards at the Massachusetts State House in Boston in April.
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Gary Bernice ’07, ’10G

Distinguished  
Young Alumni  Award

Gary Bernice ’07, ’10G is the 
director of the High School of 
Science and Technology (known 

as SciTech) music department in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, where he oversees the 
school’s concert, jazz, and symphonic bands 
as well as its stomp percussion ensemble.

Bernice received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in music education from 
UMass Amherst. He started the SciTech 
music program in 2007 using donations to 
pay for instruments and teaching just 20 
students. Building a quality band in a city 
with high child poverty rates was thought 
impossible. However in less than a decade, 
Bernice built a community of musicians at a 
school that had no music program and a high 
dropout rate, using a teaching philosophy 
designed to transform his students. Through 
his leadership and determination, the 
1,700-student school now has more than 500 
band members, many of whom had never 
played a musical instrument before.

Bernice bases his teaching on three 
ideals: First, he lets students take ownership 
of their program, with experienced students 
taking on leadership positions and mentoring 
younger ones. Second, his students play 
music that has cultural relevance for them 
and isn’t restricted to a single style or 
arrangement. And third, SciTech treats music 
as community, uniting for a common goal.

Sally Powers

Distinguished  
Faculty Award

Sally Powers is a professor of 
psychology and the associate dean for 
faculty and research in the College of 

Natural Sciences at UMass Amherst. She is 
internationally recognized for her research 
on depression in adolescents and young 
adults. Her work has clarified how stress 
in family relationships negatively affects 
physiological systems governing hormones 
related to depression differently for teenage 
girls and boys.

Powers’s work has been widely published 
in leading academic journals. Her research 
has been supported for over 30 years 
by the National Institutes of Health, the 
National Science Foundation, and private 
foundations. She joined the UMass Amherst 
Department of Psychological and Brain 
Sciences in 1988 after serving as the director 
of family research at Harvard Medical 
School’s Laboratory of Developmental 
Psychology and Developmental 
Psychopathology.

At UMass Amherst Powers was 
instrumental in developing the Child, 
Adolescent, and Family Program in clinical 
science and taught hundreds of students, 
involving scores of them in her research. 
From 2003 to 2013, Powers served as 
director of the Center for Research on 
Families, giving this interdisciplinary unit a 
national presence with a vibrant network 
of programs that dramatically increased 
federal funding for family research at 
UMass. In her current role as associate 
dean in the College of Natural Sciences 
she supports the success of more than 500 
science faculty members.

Beth Davalos ’90

Distinguished  
Alumni  Service Award

Beth Davalos ’90 is the founder 
of the Families in Transition (FIT) 
program in the Seminole County 

public schools in Florida. Under her 
leadership, this program has aided more than 
14,000 homeless children and has become 
one of the most innovative homeless 
educational programs in the nation.

Davalos believes that through community 
collaboration anything is possible. A licensed 
clinical social worker, she has served 
children and families in a variety of settings 
for more than 20 years, including private 
practice, hospitals, and public education, 
since earning her bachelor’s degree in 
sociology. She started the FIT program 13 
years ago to provide homeless children 
and their families assistance with enrolling, 
school transportation, school supplies, free 
breakfast and lunch, tutoring, and referrals 
to local service agencies. 

Her efforts have garnered more than 
$10 million in donations to FIT and other 
organizations in Central Florida whose 
primary goal is to help homeless families. 
Last year, while most of the nation was 
seeing an increase in homeless children, 
Seminole County reduced its number. 
Davalos has proven to be a true leader in 
changing the way we approach poverty in 
America, providing homeless children with 
an opportunity to succeed educationally 
despite their housing crisis, and helping to 
reduce child homelessness.

The Alumni Association presented its         Distinguished Alumni Awards at the Massachusetts State House in Boston in April.
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Entrepreneur  
Paul B. Manning ’77 
knows it takes nerve 
to start a successful 

business.

By Patricia Sullivan

Mover
Shaker
Innovator
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PAUL MANNING has multiple multimillion dollar 
investments in play. He’s on the lookout for leveraged buyouts 
and for distressed companies he can turn around. He reads sci-
entific journals to satisfy his fascination with gene therapy re-
search. He funds start-up companies and gives strategic insight 
to their managers. When you meet Manning in his Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, office, it’s not long before he starts asking probing 
questions—about your family.

“Paul is incredibly hard driving,” says Christopher Benoit 
’95, co-founder of the life science reagents manufacturer Enzy-
matics, and one of many successful entrepreneurs Manning has 
mentored. “In business he’s a competitor through and through. 
But he keeps himself surrounded with family and friends and 
never loses sight of the personal side.”

These days Manning applies both those traits—his entrepre-
neurial vigor and his essential humanity—to his business and 
philanthropic efforts.

Manning could choose to live anywhere, but out of love for 
Virginia he runs his investment company, PBM Capital Group, 
from a historic red brick building in picturesque downtown 
Charlottesville. PBM’s astute investments in healthcare and life 
science companies, grounded in Manning’s entrepreneurial 
background and forward thinking, have prospered.

“There’s a revolution coming in medicine,” Manning says. 
“We’re going to be seeing huge strides, particularly in personal-
ized medicine. We’ll no longer be just treating symptoms. New 
approaches, like immunotherapy and cell therapy, are going to 
be very curative. It sounds like a George Orwell thing, but it’s 
coming true right now.”

One Orwellian innovation that fires up Manning’s entre-
preneurial imagination comes from the Dallas-based biotech 
company AveXis. Backed in part by PBM funding, AveXis is 
performing clinical trials of a unique gene transfer therapy 
program targeting spinal muscular atrophy, the number-one 
genetic cause of death for infants. 

“AveXis takes a virus and they use it to insert the gene these 
children are missing and with the gene they can live,” Manning 
explains. “To be able to make an investment that could save some 
children, it’s huge. And through our involvement we can poten-
tially make money to invest in more life-saving technologies.”

MANNING’S ENTHUSIASM for science goes back to his 
days as a microbiology major. Although he says he wasn’t 

a stellar student, having been distracted by jobs pumping gas 
and working in restaurants, he still draws on the healthcare fun-
damentals he learned in his demanding coursework in Morrill. 

He considered a career in medicine but decided business 
was a better fit and, speaking like the businessman he became, 
concludes: “My UMass education was a great value.”

The initial capital behind PBM Capital came from Man-
ning’s own successful start-ups. After UMass he worked in bio-
medical sales, but it wasn’t long before he spotted an opportu-
nity to harness his entrepreneurial zeal by marketing generic 
prescription drugs.

“There’s a revolution  
coming in medicine,”  

Manning says. 
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He learned that start-ups take time and passion. He and his 
wife, Diane, lived in the factory of their first company until soon 
before she gave birth to their first child. They slept on plywood, 
cooked in a wok, and hung their clothes on copper pipes. 

“Entrepreneurs have to have this incredible drive,” he says. 
“You have to have blinders on, almost to a negative extent. You 
also need a very supportive partner. And, as a dear friend of 
mine once said, you can’t flunk courage.”

Manning had all that, plus persistence. He once set up a lawn 
chair in the FDA’s lobby to wait out approval of a medication.

In 1997 Manning founded PBM Products, which became the 
largest private label producer of infant formula and baby and 
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toddler food in the world. The formula was sold at Walmart, 
Target, and other stores for far less than its name-brand com-
petitors, even though it met the same FDA nutritional require-
ments and was manufactured under the same strict regulations. 
Manning sold the company in 2010 for $808 million.

FOR YEARS before that lucrative transaction, Manning was 
well known in central Virginia for his generosity. He is a ma-

jor donor to the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, which 
his three children attended. He and Diane founded the Focus to 
Cure Diabetes Foundation and they support macular degenera-
tion research. 

Manning recently extended his philanthropy to his alma 
mater. Characteristically, he thinks big when he visualizes how 
his support will advance UMass Amherst. He says: “To get the 
country’s economic engine running we need to create a multi-
tude of start-up companies. One of the places to begin is a place 
like UMass, which is full of creative and smart people. If we 
partner with universities to give them seed capital to search out 
young entrepreneurs with good ideas, then they can turn those 
ideas into businesses that provide jobs.”

 “Paul gets really excited at the potential of bringing UMass 
research to the benefit of the public,” observes Robert Mac-
Wright, director of the campus office of commercial ventures 
and intellectual property. “And we are excited about working 
with him.” 

One part of Manning’s initiative, the Manning Inventor Fel-
lowship, is already in place: In May, UMass Amherst named the 
first cohort of fellows, four graduate students and post-graduate 
researchers who will receive stipends to bring inventions from 
their labs closer to commercialization. (See the sidebar for de-
scriptions of these inventions.)

UMass Amherst Chancellor Kumble R. Subbaswamy calls 
the larger piece of the Manning initiative “disruptive”—in a 
good way. A gift from Manning will lay the foundation for the 
first independent, for-profit UMass seed investment fund. “The 
seed fund will invest in start-up businesses based on promising 
innovations created at UMass that can be spun out as new ven-
tures or licensed to industry,” Subbaswamy explains.

Manning’s $500,000 investment will serve as an anchor to 
inspire others to join the enterprise as funders. He says, “I think 
we’re going to have some very successful businesses and the re-
turn on investments is going to be huge. Fifteen years from now 
we’re going to look back on this and say it was a great thing to do.”

THIS SUMMER, Manning will kick back as usual with his 
family and UMass buddies at a vacation home in Harwich 

Port, on Cape Cod, not far from his Weymouth, Massachusetts, 
roots. He plans to continue to encourage young entrepreneurs 
and to enjoy the fun he finds in philanthropy. He says: “It can’t 
be about the money, it has to be about the dream.”  

MANNING 
FELLOWS

Timothy Gehan

The lab of Professor of Chemistry Dhandapani 
Venkataraman, known as the DV Research 

Group, has discovered a better way to make 
organic solar cells. Beginning at a nanoparticle 
level, the innovation is an environmentally 
friendly fabrication method, using soap instead of 
toxic solvents to create a more flexible solar cell, 
one that can conform to any shape or surface 
and be charged by indoor lighting. As a Manning 
Fellow, doctoral candidate Timothy Gehan will 
manufacture a prototype PowerStripe capable of 
charging a mobile phone, a toy, or an LED bulb.
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“To get the country’s economic engine running   we need to create a multitude of 
start-up companies. One of the places to   begin is a place like UMass.”  
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Sandra M. Roy ’09

Researchers have tried in vain to prevent insidious 
catheter-acquired urinary tract infections, which 

account for nearly 40 percent of hospital-acquired 
infections in the United States. They have even tested 
silver-coated catheters. Researchers in the lab of Professor 
of Biology Margaret Riley ’81, ’83G believe they have 
a better solution: a novel, potent antibacterial cocktail 
that could easily be added to the jelly used to lubricate 
catheters. Doctoral candidate Sandra Roy ’09 began 
working in Riley’s lab as an undergraduate. As a Manning 
Fellow, she will further refine and test the antibacterials.

Narasimha Rao

Caspases are a family of proteases discovered more than two decades 
ago. Caspase-6 has emerged as a promising drug target in the quest 

to treat neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s and Huntington’s 
diseases. The lab of Associate Professor Jeanne Hardy, a biological 
chemist, screened 360,000 compounds and identified compounds that 
inhibit caspase-6 specifically. Postdoctoral researcher Narasimha Rao will 
work in the Hardy Lab as a Manning Fellow to build on this discovery to 
design a new class of compounds intended to become drugs for fighting 
neurodegenerative diseases. 

Jessica A. Smith ’14PhD

The lab of microbiologist Distinguished University Professor 
Derek Lovley has harnessed the power of a naturally occurring 

microbe, Geobacter, to detect the presence and concentration of 
contaminants in groundwater. The lab’s prototype sensor provides 
monitoring for the spread of organic contaminants in subsurface 
contaminated environments in real-time. As a Manning Fellow, 
postdoctoral researcher Jessica A. Smith will further develop the 
sensor’s capabilities to detect and provide an instantaneous readout 
on the concentration of chemical contaminants, such as chlorinated 
solvents, mercury, and uranium.  She will also gain feedback from 
potential customers of a proposed start-up company, Microbe 
Electric, which will market the sensors.

“To get the country’s economic engine running   we need to create a multitude of 
start-up companies. One of the places to   begin is a place like UMass.”  
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Grass Guru
Nurturing the nation’s front yard.

Michael Stachowicz is the protector of the National Mall.
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THE NATIONAL MALL—the mile of grass 
between the Capitol and the Washington Monu-
ment—is one of the most heavily trafficked 
pieces of turf on the planet. As the National Park 
Service’s first-ever full-time turf specialist,  

Michael Stachowicz ’93 is restoring the splendor in the grass.
The ongoing mall renovation project is about much more 

than re-sodding; it involves new engineered soil, new drain-
age and irrigation, new pathways, and working with all the 

people who use the nation’s front yard for play, protest, and 
celebration.

“Helping take care of a piece of property that has iconic 
status to so many Americans means a lot,” says Stachowicz, 
a plant and soil sciences major with a background in golf 
course maintenance and construction.

For the information of those, like Stachowicz, who love 
to geek out on turf, the National Mall is 90 percent tall fescue 
and 10 percent bluegrass.  –Patricia Sullivan



39summer 2015

Soccer Ambassador
Sport management grad helps  
the sport break away.

AS VICE PRESIDENT, Stadium Partnerships, 
at Relevent Sports, Kwame Bryan ’98G 

helps cut the deals that bring top international 
soccer teams to play in the United States. His du-
ties include overseeing venue selection and nego-
tiating stadium partnerships.

Last summer he helped organize the largest 
attended soccer match in United States history, 
when 109,318 fans packed the “Big House” at the 
University of Michigan to witness Manchester 
United defeat Real Madrid. “You could compare 
it to the Red Sox playing the Yankees in Wembley 
Stadium,” he says. Relevent, a division of RSE 
Ventures, also put on the 2014 near-sellout clash 
between soccer powers Brazil and Portugal in 
Gillette Stadium. 

This summer soccer will “own the month 
of July” in stadiums and on television, Bryan 
promises. Relevent will stage the International 
Champions Cup North America, featuring 10 of 
the greatest soccer clubs from across the globe, 
including Barcelona, Manchester United, and 
Chelsea. The tournament will also expand to Asia 
and Australia this year.

Bryan’s sport management career began with 
a UMass internship with the Major League Soc-
cer club DC United, followed by 10 years working 
for football’s Washington Redskins. A Maryland 
native, he still lives in the DC area, where he kicks 
the ball with his wife, Katie, and their two chil-
dren, Kellan and Kohen, in Arlington, Virginia.

—PS

To Our Health
Rear Admiral Scott F. Giberson ’06G is the United States Deputy Surgeon General. 

Above, he introduced President Barack Obama at a White House event in February, 

when Obama spoke about the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. Obama personally 

thanked Giberson for his extraordinary leadership in the fight against Ebola.
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Kwame Bryan

Karen Hawkins

Turned on to Tax
Call her the IRS Ethics Czarina.

HER TASTE FOR intellectually complex 
writing brought Karen Hawkins ’67 from 

studying Elizabethan and Jacobean literature at 
UMass to a 36-year career as a tax attorney.  “I’m 
lousy with numbers but I love grappling with the 
impenetrable language of the tax code,” she says.

Hawkins will retire this summer after six 
years as director of the IRS Office of Professional 
Responsibility, where she saw that tax attorneys, 
CPAs, and others followed proper standards of 
conduct and kept their creativity in check as they 
interpreted tax law. “Tax attorneys have some of 
the most brilliant minds of anyone I’ve ever met,” 
she says, “and they’re paid to push the envelope.”

Hawkins’s first job after graduating was as 
the youngest ever live-in residence director at 
UMass. Residence directors had traditionally 

cont’d on next page
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The Guardian
Funding independent journalism  
in a digital age

IF YOU follow online news, you may have no-
ticed an increase in posts from The Guardian 

coming across your feed. Over the past few years, 
The Guardian, which began in the United King-
dom, has become the most-read serious English-
language media outlet in the world. 

In the words of Rachel White ’91, Guardian 
News & Media’s new global director of philan-
thropic and strategic partnerships, the organiza-
tion now leaves a “heavy international footprint.” 
But what maintains such a footprint at a time 
when advertising, a formerly reliable source of 
revenue, has become increasingly fragmented? 
And how can an independent news organization 
maintain its integrity without having advertis-
ing introduce an 
editorial bias? And 
why would a news 
organization need 
a fundraising de-
partment anyway?

The answers 
to those questions 
can be discerned 
in White’s unique 
new position. 
White was recruit-
ed to be part of an 
innovative phil-
anthropic model 
for sustaining an 
independent media platform. 

For The Guardian, that includes creating ma-
jor relationships with powerhouses like the Gates 
and Rockefeller Foundations. GNM, owned by 
the Scott Trust, is supported by a substantial 
endowment that gives it the independence to 
investigate topics that tend to be less appealing 
to traditional advertisers, says White. Bodies that 
do form commercial relationships with GNM are 
those that wish to be associated with the organi-
zation’s independent stance. “They are making a 
strong statement about the importance of media 
and independent journalism,” she explains.

 “If you think about the future of media, how 
do you fund media in the long term?” White asks. 
“Media underpins democracy. So how can phi-
lanthropy underpin that democratic model?” 

—Laura Marjorie Miller

UMass People

The Country’s Conductor
Following in the marching steps of John Philip Sousa, Lieutenant Colonel Jason K. 

Fettig ’97, ’98 is the director of “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band. 

Fettig holds bachelor’s degrees in both clarinet performance and music education. 

Above, Fettig with Michelle Obama at a performance in April.

Rachel White

been “housemothers,” she recalls—
middle-aged widows were the norm 

in the job. But in 1968, a volatile 
time for the campus and country, 
Hawkins was hired in time to 
participate in helping the transi-

tion to college for many of the new 
African American students arriving 

on campus. While residence director 
at all-female Crabtree House during the 

last days of curfews and panty raids, she 
participated in consciousness raising exercises 

like encounter groups and in negotiating with 
African American students who took over Mills 
House. 

This would prove a solid start for a lifetime of 
contending with the sticky intersections of tax 
law and human nature, a career that has earned 
Hawkins esteem among her fellow followers of 
the Internal Revenue code.  —PS
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Poetry Lover in Chief
Rob Casper supports poets  
at the Library of Congress

ROB CASPER ’94MFA describes his job as  
“loving our poets laureate to death.” As head 

of the Poetry and Literature Center at the Library 
of Congress, he sees to it that the Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry, who represents poetry to 
the nation for a year or two, is successful in what’s 
been called poetry’s catbird seat.

Casper accompanied Charles Wright, the 
current poet laureate, to a UMass reading last 
year. As a student, Casper had heard Wright read 
at Memorial Hall in the early 1990s. He says, “I 
learned what poetry is through the UMass MFA 
program.” 

While at UMass, Casper founded the poetry 
journal jubilat and was its publisher for 19 bian-
nual editions. He partly supported jubilat with 
his own funds. “It was the best money I ever 
spent in my life,” he says. “I couldn’t be more ap-
preciative of what my gift to the creative writing 
program gave me back.”

Casper sees his role at the Library of Congress 
as connecting poets to the world. He has 
accompanied poet laureate Natasha Trethewey 
’95MFA on a visit to the Alzheimer’s Poetry 
Project in Brooklyn, organized a marathon 
reading of Emily Dickinson poems, and arranged 
visits from international poets.

“Poetry is not going to be for everybody, but 
I think there are a lot of people who would come 
to it if they were exposed to it in the right way,” he 
says. “In our moment in history we’re supposed 
to read everything quickly; we’re bombarded 
with text. A good poem makes you slow down, it 
makes you pay attention to how language works.  
To have to read slowly and reread is an essential 
experience that we need as human beings if only 
as a psychic respite from the rest of the craziness.”

—PS

Protecting the Protectors
Former fire chief Robert Griffin Jr. ’89, ’91G works for the safety of all first responders in the 

Department of Homeland Security. As the deputy under secretary for science and technology, 

Griffin advocates using new technology such as sensors and cameras to aid first responders.

Rob Casper in poetry’s 
catbird seat at the 

Library of Congress.
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Sporty Fun
Intramural champs remembered.

Above, the 1974 women’s softball champions, 
the Mush Minds. Below, the 1985-86 pre-season 
basketball champs, Supreme Team.

WHO WON THE 1984 
intramural volleyball cham-
pionship? It was the Patri-
otas, of course, whose men’s 
and women’s teams waved 

the Puerto Rican flag when they dominated the 
games at Boyden in the 1980s. Campus Recre-
ation has posted an online gallery where you can 
see the Patriotas and other intramural sports 
champions dating all the way back to the start of 
the program in 1946.

Intramurals reached peak popularity in the 
1970s when the campus was rapidly expanding, 
more women joined in, and students competed 
for the glory of their residence halls, fraternities, 
and sororities.

These days intramural sports are thriving 
again, with about 6,000 students participating 
annually. The top draws are flag football (with 
150 men’s, women’s, and co-rec teams), basketball, 
and soccer. Students still play intramural volley-
ball, but now they can also choose sand volleyball 
or play off the walls in faster-paced wallyball. For 
better or worse, wrist wrestling and horseshoes, as 
well as super-short gym shorts, are history. 

—Patricia Sullivan

Below, an intramural runner in 1980. 
At right, the 1970 campus bowling 
champions, the A&P Gypsies.

To see the Intramural Champions Gallery, go to:  
www.umass.edu/campusrec/intramurals/champions

Order a plate today at
www.massrmv.com

and it will be delivered to you.

For more information visit
UMassAlumni.com/licenseplate
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THE BEANIE BABY CRAZE struck America in the late 1990s, 
sending collectors into a greed-fueled hysteria as they pursued 
the rarest of the adorable $5 beanbag animals, one of which 
resold for $10,000.

 Author Zac Bissonnette, 27, recalls attending Dick and 
Ellie’s Flea Market on Cape Cod with his mother, where people swamped the 
Beanie vendors in hopes of becoming rich. He didn’t give much thought to 
the stuffed toys again until 2011, when he saw a well-preserved collection of 
500 Beanie Babies that sold for less than $100, or 20 cents each, at Kimball’s 
auction house in Amherst.

 Bissonnette began writing his book to explore, as his subtitle puts it: 
“Mass Delusion and the Dark Side of Cute.” While he wrote, the eccentric 
perfection-seeking creator of Beanie Babies, Ty Warner, captivated his atten-

tion. The book traces Warner’s rise and fall from 
billionaire to broken man.  Bissonnette’s hun-
dreds of revealing interviews included associates 
of Warner, Beanie Baby hoarders, and even a man 
who committed murder over a Beanie Baby debt. 
“A lot of the time people respond well to honesty,” 
Bissonnette says. “Telling people what you think 
about something gets them talking, People have 
an urge to tell you their story when you think 
everything is interesting.” 

 Two of Bissonnette’s previous books, Debt 
Free-U and How To Be Richer, Smarter and Better 
Looking Than Your Parents, made The New York 
Times bestseller list before his 24th birthday. An 

art history major, he developed his research and writing skills at UMass, 
although he didn’t always aim to be a writer. “I wanted to explore the subjects 
and writing about them is how I made sense of them,” he says. 

According to Bissonnette, the central message of The Great Beanie Baby 
Bubble is about defining value. “It’s about what actually has value, and what 
doesn’t,” he says. “And how we can be tricked into what has value today.”

—Andrea Comerford ’16

Bookmarks
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The Great  
Beanie Baby  
Bubble
Zac Bissonnette ’11
(Penguin Random House)

Jack Welch ’57, ’82H and 
Suzy Welch, The Real-Life 
MBA: Your No-BS Guide 
to Winning The Game, 
Building a Team, and 
Growing Your Career 
(HarperBusiness). A 
guide by the former CEO 
of GE and former editor-
in-chief of the Harvard 
Business Review.

Bette J. Freedson ’65, 
Soul Mothers’ Wisdom: 
Seven Insights for the 
Single Mother (Pearlsong 
Press). 

Mary Fennessey Ferron 
’68, Mega-Thinking for 
21st Century Success: 
Uniting Brain Science 
and Thinking Skills (Fast 
Pencil). Knowing, train-
ing, and maintaining 
your brain.

Marilyn J. August ’70 
and John Booss, To Catch 
a Virus (ASM Press). 
Storytellers chronicle the 
development of the field 
of diagnostic virology.

Ann Turner ’70G, 
former faculty, My Name 
is Truth: The Life of 
Sojourner Truth (Harper-
Collins).  A biography for 
children. 

Joel Fox ’71, The Mark 
on Eve (Bronze Circle 
Press). A political and 
historical page-turner.

Marietta Pritchard 
’73G, The Way To Go: 
Portraits of a Residential 
Hospice (The Impress 
Group). A volunteer tells 
stories of the people 
of the Fisher Home in 
Amherst. 

John Bovenzi ’74, Inside 
the FDIC: Thirty Years of 
Bank Failures, Bailouts 
and Regulatory Battles 
(Wiley). The real stories 
behind financial crises. 

Barbara Feldman Morse 
’74, Madeleines: Elegant 
French Tea Cakes to Bake 
and Share (Quirk Books). 

Recipes for the petite 
shell-shaped cakes.

Rajindar Singh ’74G, 
’77G, Membrane Technol-
ogy and Engineering 
for Water Purification 
(Butterworth-Heine-
mann). For current and 
future engineers.

Donna Leon ’75G, Fall-
ing in Love: A Commis-
sario Guido Brunetti Mys-
tery (Atlantic Monthly 
Press). A famous opera 
singer is being stalked 
by an adoring fan who 
becomes violent.

Wilfred E. Richard ’75G 
and William Fitzhugh, 
Maine to Greenland: Ex-
ploring the Maritime Far 
Northeast (Smithsonian 
Books). How a variety of 
cultures have adapted to 
the environment. 

G. Michael Dobbs ’76, 
15 Minutes With…
Forty Years of Interviews 
(BearManor Media). A 
journalist’s conversations 
with celebrities.

Jane Yolen ’76G, ’06H, 
Heartwarming True Tales 
from the Animal Kingdom 
(National Geographic 
Children’s Books). Sweet, 
funny, and emotionally 
powerful stories.

Jane Yolen ’76G, ’06H, 
Trash Mountain (Carol-
rhoda Books). The pow-
erful story of a young 
squirrel for middle-grade 
readers.

Bahiyyih Nakhjavani 
’78 PhD, The Woman 
Who Read Too Much: A 
Novel (Redwood Press). 
A gripping tale set in 
19th-century Iran. 

Roselle Kline Chartock 
’79 EdD, Windsor Moun-
tain School: A Beloved 
Berkshire Institution (The 
History Press). A tribute 
to a boarding school that 
was ahead of its time. 
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Sonia Nieto ’79 EdD, 
retired faculty, Why We 
Teach Now (Teachers 
College Press). Shows the 
depth of commitment 
and care teachers bring 
to their work. 

Donald Berger ’80, The 
Long Time | Die währende 
Zeit (Wallstein Verlag). 
A dazzling collection of 
bilingual poems.

Walter Mosley ’80G, 
Inside a Silver Box (Tor 
Books). Two people are 
brought together by a 
horrific act, and attempt 
to protect humanity from 
destruction by an alien 
race.

Sonja Yoerg ’81, House 
Broken (NAL). A veteri-
narian taking care of her 
injured alcoholic mother 
learns the dark truth 
about her family.

Thomas Greeley ’82, 
Tentacles—The Entangle-
ment of Alcoholism (The 
Cheshire Press). Greeley’s 
long attempt to rescue his 
alcoholic spouse. 

Andrew Hoffman ’83, 
How Culture Shapes the 
Climate Change Debate 
(Stanford University 
Press). A powerful case 
for a more thoughtful 
mode of public discourse.

Duncan Putney ’83, 
Pocket Change (SDP 
Publishing). When an ap-
parent suicide uncovers 
a 20-year-old murder, a 
screenwriter is compelled 
to find the truth.

Michelle Valois ’85, 
’99G, My Found Vo-
cabulary (Aldrich Press). 
After losing her voice to 
throat cancer, this poet 
found a new voice.

Stephen 
McKelvey ’86G, 

faculty, Labor of 
Love: Reflections & 

Images from a Lifetime 
of Baseball Autograph 
Cluster Collecting (Off 
the Commons Books). 
A tribute to a father’s 
collection.

Robert Gipe ’88G, Tram-
poline (Ohio University 
Press). An illustrated 
novel inspired by Appala-
chian oral traditions.

Andrew Susskind ’88, 
From Now On: Seven Keys 
to Purposeful Recovery 
(America’s Press). A 
workbook for recovering 
addicts.

Ellen Meeropol ’89G, 
former faculty, On Hur-
ricane Island (Red Hen 
Press). A political thriller.

Alexander Elinson 
’92, Looking Back at 
al-Andalus: The Poetics of 
Loss and Nostalgia in Me-
dieval Arabic and Hebrew 
Literature (Brill). 

Lisa Fontes ’92PhD, 
faculty, Invisible Chains: 
Overcoming Coercive 
Control in Your Intimate 
Relationship (Guilford 
Press). A guide for 
women.

Michael Ross ’92G, 
The Great New Orleans 
Kidnapping Case: Race, 
Law, and Justice in the 
Reconstruction Era (Ox-
ford University Press). 
An exploration of one of 

the first sensationalized 
kidnapping trials of the 
19th century.

Stephen Garrison ’93, 
The Five Secrets from Oz 
(BookSurge Publishing). 
Five suffering souls find 
the courage to transform 
their lives and the lives of 
others.

Lisa Tendrich Frank 
’94, The Civilian War: 
Confederate Women and 
Union Soldiers During 
Sherman's March (LSU 
Press). How Confederate 
women waged their own 
war on Union soldiers.

Michelle LoConte ’95, 
Lessons from a Rattle-
snake (Chiroptera 
Publishing). A delightful 
children’s tale of three 
animals that misinterpret 
their encounters with a 
rattlesnake.

Peter Swanson ’96G, 
The Kind Worth Killing 
(William Morrow). A 
devious tale involving 
sex, deceptions, and an 
accidental encounter that 
leads to murder.

Robert T. McMaster 
’97PhD, The Dyeing 
Room (Unquomonk 
Press). In 1917, as war 
rages in Europe, the lives 
of two young Holyoke 
men are torn by forces 
beyond their control. 

Martin Comack ’99G, 
Wild Socialism: Workers 
Councils in Revolution-
ary Berlin, 1918-21 

(University Press of 
America). The rise, 
development, and decline 
of revolutionary councils 
of industrial workers.

Justin Hollander ’00G, 
Cognitive Architecture: 
Designing for How We 
Respond to the Built En-
vironment (Routledge).  
New findings in psychol-
ogy and neuroscience for 
architects and planners. 

Rob Conery ’01, Winter-
land (Strawberry Books). 
A couple of ski bums try 
to open a new ski area in 
Colorado.

Lynn Koerbel ’04, ’06G, 
and Bob Stahl and Flor-
ence Meles-Meyer, A 
Mindfulness-Based Stress 
Reduction Workbook for 
Anxiety (New Harbinger 
Publications). Exercises 
to help soothe anxiety, 
understand common 
triggers, and live in the 
moment.

Gavin Long ’08G, Fore-
shadowing Fatherhood 
(Tate Publishing). 125 
tips for first-time dads, 
from the first positive 
pregnancy test through 
the baby’s first year.

Nicole Stokes-DuPass 
’13PhD, Integration 
and New Limits on 
Citizenship: Denmark 
and Beyond (Palgrave 
Macmillan).  

Christian G. Appy, fac-
ulty, American Reckoning: 
The Vietnam War and 

Our National Identity 
(Viking).  How the war 
shattered faith in Ameri-
can exceptionalism. 

Ken Blanchard, former 
faculty, Refire! Don’t 
Retire: Make the Rest of 
Your Life the Best of Your 
Life (Berrett-Koehler 
Publishers). The compel-
ling story of a retired 
couple who discover how 
to see each day as an op-
portunity.

E. Bruce Brooks, former 
faculty, and A. Taeko 
Brooks, The Emergence 
of China: From Confucius 
to the Empire (Warring 
States Project). Survey of 
classical Chinese history 
and thought.

David M. Kotz, faculty, 
The Rise and Fall of Neo-
liberal Capitalism (Har-
vard University Press). 
How the economic crisis 
is not just the aftermath 
of financial panic.

Svati P. Shah, faculty, 
Street Corner Secrets: 
Sex, Work and Migration 
in the City of Mumbai 
(Duke University Press). 
Examines solicitation in 
Mumbai, where sexual 
commerce may be solic-
ited discretely.

Ervin Staub, retired 
faculty, The Roots of 
Goodness & Resistance To 
Evil (Oxford University 
Press). Essays and influ-
ential articles about why 
we should help and not 
harm others.

Author Interviews

Students interview faculty about 

their books for “Introduction to 

New Media Production,” taught 

in the Commonwealth Honors 

College by Marshall Poe.  

To hear the interviews,  

go to:

newbooksatumassachusetts.com
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1930s

Alberta (Skipton) Taylor ’34, 
11/22/2014, Dania, FL

A. Winslow Dodge ’37, 
2/1/2015, Wenham

John T. Dunlop ’38,  
12/15/2014, Chicopee

1940s

Edward F. Johnson ’40S, 
1/31/2015, West Barnstable

Howard J. McCallum ’41, 
12/19/2014, Northampton

James W. Gilman ’42,  
3/1/2015, Westfield

Walter Chroniak ’43, 
10/20/2014, Indianapolis, IN

Phyllis (Peterson) Frazar ’44, 
2/22/2015, Duxbury

Barbara C. (Saver) Greenberg 
’45, 12/16/2014,  
Bethesda, MD

Norma (Sanford) Pennington 
’45, 2/21/2015,  
Green Valley, AZ

David W. Roberts ’46,  
2/1/2015, Harwich Port

Dorothy (Holly) Blanchard 
’47, 3/12/2015, Georgetown

Gloria (Wood) DeWitt ’47, 
’60G, 12/7/2014, Granby

Thomas F. Dunlavey ’47S, 
12/18/2014, Pocasset 

James G. Halkiotis ’47, 
12/24/2014, Sarasota, FL

Raymond W.J. Campbell ’48, 
1/13/2015,  
De Leon Springs, FL

Jeannette (Cynarski) Hilyard 
’48, 11/22/2014, Chicopee

Robert S. Schlicke ’48S, 
1/13/2015, Phillipston

Francesca (Gobbi) Stone ’48, 
2/6/2015, Bethesda, MD

Donald J. Brennan ’49, 
2/9/2015, Dalton

Murray C. Cooper ’49, 
12/17/2014, Pasadena, CA

Charles E. Groff ’49, 
12/12/2014, Norfolk

Harold J. Publicover ’49, 
11/30/2014, Plymouth

Robert G. Roehrich ’49S, 
1/2/2015, Trumbull, CT

Walter Spokowski ’49, 
1/10/2015, Framingham

Anna (Walak) Truran ’49, 
11/6/2014, Lenox

1950s

Raymond A. Caouette ’50, 
1/16/2013, Glenville, NY

Alexis A. Caron ’50,  
2/13/2015, Danvers

John B. Clapp Jr. ’50,  
1/1/2015, Savannah, GA

Walter P. Gould ’50, 
11/21/2014, Wakefield, RI

Francis J. Murphy ’50, 
3/22/2015, Yorktown, VA

Paul R. Phalon ’50,  
8/22/2014, Manassas, VA

Thomas F. Pitoniak ’50, 
12/2/2014, Westfield

Janet (Miller) Richer ’50, 
6/23/2014,  
Colorado Springs, CO

Howard E. Schulien ’50, 
1/13/2015, Montville, NJ

Joseph R. Thibeault ’50, 
1/8/2015, Marshfield

Winthrop T. Anderson ’51, 
9/27/2014, Shelburne Falls

Robert J. Byrne ’51, ’70PhD, 
2/26/2015, Easthampton

Jeanne (Collins) Irwin ’51, 
1/30/2015, Plymouth

Kenneth C. Mosher ’51S, 
12/23/2013, Conway, NH

Irving G. Wickman Jr. ’51, 
12/13/2014, Atlanta, GA

Howard K. Bates ’52S, 
3/7/2015, Dudley

Joseph S. Hayden ’52S, 
9/27/2014, Corinth, TX

David C. Bartlett ’53, ’57G, 
3/10/2015, Buckland

Nancy J. (Deignan) Brousseau 
’53, 1/28/2015, Philmont, NY

David A. Cole ’53,  
8/31/2014, Westhampton

Robert W. Grayson ’53, ’60, 
2/15/2015, Mount Vernon, VA

Lewis E. Weinstein ’53, 
1/1/2015, Essex, CT

Nancy (Montgomery) 
Chambless ’54,  
1/3/2015, Montgomery, AL

Elizabeth (Lupien) Crory ’54, 
2/1/2015, Hanover, NH

Donald R. Lambert ’50S, ’54, 
’58G, 11/26/2014, Monson

Dudley R. Marsh ’54,  
2/7/2015, Dennis

Richard L. Stromgren ’54, 
3/27/2015, Amherst

William K. Cobbett Jr. ’55, 
5/26/2012, Swampscott

James P. Connor ’55, 
1/15/2015, East Longmeadow

Manuel J. Duarte ’55S, 
12/10/2014, Ghent, NY

Wayne F. Frair ’55G,  
1/29/2014, Basking Ridge, NJ

Barbara (Fredman) Jerome 
’55, 10/31/2014, West Newton

Walter W. Kangas ’55, 
12/17/2014, Wilmot, NH

Edward G. Brown Jr. ’56S, 
3/5/2015, Warrensburg, NY

John P. Davis ’56S,  
4/28/2014, Hull

Robert E. Gibbs ’56,  
3/9/2015, Hingham

James A. Johnson ’56, 
8/21/2014,  
North Smithfield, RI

George R. McCrillis ’56, 
2/4/2015, Englewood, CO

Frances (Bernat) Ross ’56, 
1/7/2015, Windsor, CT

David H. Wadsworth ’56, 
1/24/2015, Cohasset

Joseph A. Cardello ’57, 
2/4/2015, Hampden, ME

Mary (Plevock) Cataldo ’57, 
2/8/2015, Duxbury

Sheila A. Denvir ’57, 
12/19/2014, Mansfield

Thomas C. Foley ’57, 
10/14/2014, Collierville, TN

Allan G. Hopkinson ’57, 
2/18/2015, Milford

Lynwood W. Sutcliffe ’57, 
3/6/2015, Bourne

George W. Bixby ’58, 
3/18/2015, Northampton

Gerald F. Crowley ’58, 
2/8/2011, Punta Gorda, FL

John F. Hillard ’58,  
12/10/2014, Hernando, FL

Stephen H. Sanfield ’58, 
1/28/2015, Nevada City, CA

Richard A. Witham ’58, 
12/14/2014, West Yarmouth

David S. Buell ’59S,  
3/11/2015, Sullivan, ME

George E. Cavanagh ’59S, 
6/5/2014, Lady Lake, FL

Alfons J. Korzan ’59, 
10/19/2014, Aztec, NM

1960s

Richard L. Bresciani ’60, 
11/29/2014, Wellesley

Richard P. Catalini ’60, 
12/26/2014, Ashby

James E. Doyle III ’60, 
10/10/2011, Annandale, VA

James E. Guernsey ’60, 
2/20/2015, Buzzards Bay

Alexandra (Bagg) Honan ’60, 
2/28/2015, James Island, SC

Roy E. Landstrom ’60, ’65G, 
5/6/2014, Cumberland, OH

Camille A. Leger ’60, 
5/21/2013, Silver Spring, MD

Charles E. Leverone ’60, 
2/3/2015, Hanson

Naseer H. Aruri ’61G, ’67PhD, 
2/10/2015, Dartmouth

Harvey J. Desgrosseilliers 
’61S, 12/16/2014, Minot, ME

Diane (Drude) Hartfield ’61, 
12/16/2014, Longmeadow

Paulette (Demitropoulos) 
Langone ’61,  
7/7/2014, Salem

Constance (Ledger) Lavallee 
’61, 1/1/2015,  
Severna Park, MD

Gerald R. Lupton ’61S, 
1/17/2015, Tiffin, OH

Merna (Rosenthal) Margil 
’61, 1/5/2015, Natick

John C. Moores ’61,  
12/8/2014, Anchorage, AK

Marilyn (Pallys) MacDougall 
’62, 1/13/2015, Cambridge

Paul E. Rusek Jr. ’62,  
1/31/2015,  
Kennett Square, PA

William S. Avery ’63, 
1/16/2015, Riverdale, NY

Bernice A. Conlon ’63, 
12/11/2014, Hopkinton

Laurence R. Dutton ’63, 
2/19/2015, Chesapeake, VA

Beryla A. (Dickson) Sternagle 
’63, 2/25/2015,  
Duncansville, PA

Walter V. Stranger ’49S, ’63, 
3/25/2011, Longs, SC

James H. Coopee ’64, ’66G, 
2/12/2015, Amherst

Neil R. Elder ’64,  
3/11/2015, Paris, ME

Nancy (Harte) Ryan ’64, 
1/13/2015, Rumford, RI

Karl A. Adamski ’65, 
1/29/2015, Easthampton

Robert D. Harris ’65, 
11/23/2014, Wheaton, IL

Linda (Wall) MacLeod ’65, 
3/2/2015, Natick

Patricia (Fuller) Malone ’65G, 
11/30/2014, Troy, OH

Donald W. Reid ’65S, 
1/19/2015, Plymouth

Richard A. Rice ’65, 
10/20/2014, Reedville, VA

William H. Scanlan ’65, 
12/8/2014, Williamstown

Richard E. Souza ’65, 
2/28/2015, Hanover

Bruce L. Worthan ’65G, 
2/20/2015, Cathedral City, CA

Steven J. Blackmore ’66, 
1/13/2015, Glastonbury, CT

Michael J. Brown ’66, 
2/15/2015, Norcross, GA

Blanche (Edwards) Clegg 
’66G, 2/20/2015, Hudson, OH

Marcia J. Gardner ’66, 
12/13/2014, Salem, NY

John S. Milone ’66S, 
11/23/2014, Windham, NH

James E. Mulcahy ’60S, ’66, 
3/18/2015, Holyoke

Steven F. Shea ’66,  
3/4/2014,  
North Hampton, NH

Donald A. Sorel ’66,  
2/16/2015, Agawam

Lynne (Borra) Baikal ’67G, 
1/30/2015, Berlin, CT

Sandra (Olson) Corbett ’67, 
11/20/2014, Sandwich

Sandra (Pascoe) Dobratz ’67, 
2/11/2015, Plymouth

Donald P. McCormack ’67G, 
12/30/2014, Peabody

Nora (MacDonnell) Barraford 
’68G, ’76PhD,  
2/4/2015, Sherborn

David H. Clarke ’68, 
11/19/2014, Searsmont, ME

Monte C. Haun ’68G, 
12/17/2014, Whitesburg, TN

Robert E. Looney Jr. ’68, 
9/14/2011, Rockland

Phyllis (Polchlopek) 
Medeiros ’68,  
12/17/2014, Hollis Center, ME

Richard G. Pecorella ’68, ’74G, 
2/19/2015, Plymouth

Stanley J. Szlachetka ’68G, 
’71G, 1/16/2015, Chicopee

Robert M. Correia ’69, 
4/21/2010, Assonet

Janet M. Epperson ’69G, 
5/3/2012, Rochester, NY

Mary Ellen (Morrison) Ponte 
’69, 12/1/2014, Westfield

John Sessions ’69,  
1/31/2014, Northampton

Robert F. Underwood ’69, 
1/16/2015, Glenview, IL

1970s

Robert T. Capeless Jr. ’70, 
1/29/2015, Becket

Bruce L. Chuluda ’70, 
3/15/2015, Westbrook, ME

Charles M. Kearney ’70G, 
11/19/2014, Pittsfield

Peter M. Kenney ’70, 
1/20/2015, Scituate

Wallace W. McCloud Jr. ’70, 
2/14/2015, Greenfield

Garry W. Milsop ’70, ’90EdD, 
12/1/2014, East Windsor, CT

Henry M. Pinkowski ’70, 
1/12/2015, Dunedin, FL

Glenn H. Rowley ’70, 
1/13/2015, Brewster

Saul Barr ’71,  
1/2/2015, Gulf Shores, AL

Thomas J. Brick ’71,  
1/28/2015, West Hatfield

Robert J. Egan ’71,  
3/7/2015, Fitchburg

Ralph A. Esterman ’71, 
7/28/2014, Holliston

Edna M. Greene ’71,  
11/2/2010, Dorchester

Kenneth A. Howard ’71, ’92G, 
11/26/2013, Plymouth, ME

William T. Phinney ’71S, 
12/24/2014, Wiscasset, ME

Anne (Kosakowski) Williams 
’71, 8/13/2012, Chicopee

John M. Wilson ’71, ’75G, 
2/13/2015, Holyoke

Richard J. Fraga Jr. ’72, 
2/14/2014, Wayne, ME

Betty (Spigel) Katz ’72, 
8/23/2014, Framingham

Mary A. O’Connor ’72, 
1/2/2015, Needham Heights

Chungjian Ong ’72G, ’74PhD, 
1/28/2015, Warren, NJ

William L. Reddy ’72S, 
11/26/2014, Greenacres, FL

Mary Lou Wright ’72PhD, 
11/24/2014, Chicopee

Ronald E. Capaldo ’73, 
12/1/2014, Waterbury, CT

Susan F. Foster ’73,  
12/12/2012, Beverly

Edward J. Kelly ’73S, 
1/31/2015, Ashford, CT

Debra LaBruzzo ’73G, 
12/15/2014, Springfield

Catherine S. Mielke ’73, 
11/25/2014, Monterey

Peter E. Young ’73G,  
1/12/2015, Beverly
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Jane E. Cullen-McOsker ’74, 
1/25/2015, Nashua, NH

Mary M. Holland ’74, 
12/21/2014, Eastham

Neil D. Josselyn ’74, 
11/22/2014,  
Cave Junction, OR

Mary Jane Metzger ’74, 
1/17/2015, Springfield

M. Anne (Dunham) (Olson) 
Reuben ’74,  
3/7/2015, Orange

George H. Rowell ’74G, 
1/15/2015, Crossville, TN

John L. Tierney ’74, ’80G, 
’95EdD,  
1/14/2015, Wakefield, RI

Steven Washington ’74S, 
2/25/2015, Marietta, GA

Christopher W. White ’74G, 
12/2/2014, Montclair, NJ 

Robert C. White ’74EdD, 
1/25/2015, Sunderland

Nordahl F. Arvidson ’75, 
2/18/2015, Ashfield 

Radwa M. Ashour ’75PhD, 
11/30/2014, Cairo, Egypt

Richard L. Ellis ’61S, ’75, 
11/15/2014,  
Sun City Center, FL

Carolyn (Perry) Herrick ’75, 
3/10/2015, Sunderland

Ereda L. Jones ’75,  
2/4/2015, Amherst

Sylvia E. Jubrey ’75,  
1/8/2015, Springfield

Anthony G. LaBombard ’75, 
2/17/2015, Lyme, NH

Barbara (Nichols) Nolf ’75, 
’80G, 11/22/2014,  
Palm Harbor, FL

Robert J. Stone ’75G, 
12/3/2014, Bath, ME

Brenda (Guarnieri) Banks 
’76, 10/9/2012, Miami, FL

John M. Bolton ’76,  
12/7/2014, Greenfield

Patricia A. Canavan ’76, 
12/3/2014, Newton 

Christine (Fuller) Hammond 
’76, 1/31/2015, Palmer

Robert P. Costa ’77,  
1/19/2015, Melrose

Brian P. Curtis ’77G,  
3/18/2015, Hingham

John W. Fitzgerald ’77, 
2/2/2015, Winchendon

Kenneth D. Fonda ’77, 
10/7/2014, San Diego, CA

William H. Fowler ’77, 
12/12/2014, Warren, VT

Peter W. Hess ’77EdD, 
1/27/2011, Wilbraham

Jean (Sztorc) LaPolice ’77, 
1/17/2015, Westfield

Velma C. Lefkowitz ’77, 
1/21/2015, Salt Lake City, UT

Thomas H. Probert ’77G, 
’81PhD, 11/1/2014, Holden

Reisa Schwartz ’77, 
10/13/2014, Delray Beach, FL

Bradford E. Bowser ’78, 
2/15/2015, Westminster

Richard L. Fletcher ’78, 
1/5/2015, Dallas, TX

Joseph A. Nicolosi ’78, 
12/14/2014, Dracut

Gus Peters ’78,  
3/1/2015, Southampton

Margaret (Cox) Smith ’78EdD, 
3/18/2015, Amherst

Walter G. Smythe ’78, 
11/30/2013, Catskill, NY

Maryanne Cataldo ’79, 
3/13/2015, West Roxbury

Mary E. Doyle ’79,  
2/23/2013, Arlington

Barbara (Cahill) Morris ’79, 
12/25/2014, Easton

Carol E. Smith ’79G ’84PhD, 
12/15/2014, Fillmore, NY

1980s

William F. Blake ’80, 
10/30/2013, Great Barrington

Ann (Cremin) Byrne ’80EdD, 
2/6/2015, Providence, RI

Marvin L. Illingsworth 
’80PhD,  
9/22/2011, Pittsford, NY

Yvette T. LaBonte ’81, ’84G, 
12/31/2014, Agawam

William C. Martel ’81PhD, 
1/12/2015, Bedford, NH

Daniel S. Karloff ’82, 
7/21/2014, Salinas, CA

Clementine A. Pugh ’82EdD, 
2015, Sarasota, FL

Elizabeth R. Campbell ’83, 
6/14/2013, Silver Spring, MD

Robert D. Childs ’77S, ’83, 
’90G, 1/30/2015, Conway

Rosalind Coleman ’83G, 
10/23/2014, Hadley

Donald C. LaBrecque ’83, 
12/11/2014, Ludlow

Linda (Carroll) Melley ’83, 
11/25/2014, Reading

Catharine M. Moscatelli ’83, 
2/18/2015, Alexandria, VA

Ann B. Tucker ’83,  
9/23/2014, Yarmouth Port

Kim (Munroe) Kazantis ’84, 
2/14/2015, Boston

John G. Leoffler ’84,  
6/24/2011, Stoughton

JoAnn L. Miller ’84PhD, 
12/25/2014,  
West Lafayette, IN

Judith (Rafter) Ervin ’85, 
’91G, 12/28/2014, Pittsfield

David C. Laubach ’85EdD, 
2/13/2015, Kutztown, PA

Tanya (Paszko) Millett ’86, 
12/3/2014, Danvers

Nestor A. Schmajuk ’86PhD, 
2/16/2015, Palo Alto, CA

Robert J. Star ’86,  
1/12/2015, Westborough

Kathleen (Souza) Knight ’87, 
’89G, 1/12/2015, Scituate

Lisa (Favacchia) Pellegrino 
’87, 2/22/2015, Shrewsbury

Thomas M. Griffin ’88, 
10/17/2014, Valrico, FL

Ruth B. (Stewart) Loving ’88, 
11/25/2014, Springfield

Holly (Corcoran) DiNicola 
’89, 2/12/2015, Hopkinton

Margaret P. Gilvar ’89G, 
3/14/2015, West Brookfield

Philip O. Webb ’89,  
2/23/2015, Micanopy, FL

1990s

Alexander Clark ’90S,  
2014, Belchertown

Jennifer (Ronan) Durant ’90, 
2/18/2015, Charlottesville, VA

James A. Shiminski ’90EdD, 
2/1/2015, Hurst, TX

Karen E. Woodin ’90PhD, 
2/8/2015, Kalamazoo, MI

Karen (Berwaldt) King ’91, 
12/10/2014, Westminster

Mary Ann (Tymczyszyn) 
Richardson ’91,  
12/31/2014, Davidson, NC

Kathryn A. Benjamin ’92, 
2/20/2014, North Hatfield

Patricia (Przada) Echols 
’92G, ’99G,  
1/2/2015, Easthampton

Susan (Barton) Roberts ’94, 
12/13/2014, Pelham

Matthew D. Barry ’94G, 
1/7/2015, Southport, CT

Karen (Smith) Allen ’95, ’98G, 
12/11/2014, Monson

Jill (O’Malley) Conroy ’95, 
3/21/2015, West Roxbury

Christina (Cummings) 
Cronoble ’95S,  
1/28/2015, Ocala, FL

Catharine G. Carey ’98PhD, 
2/4/2015, Cabin John, MD

Ashley R. Moonves ’95, 
1/10/2015, Boston

Richard H. Gassan ’98G, 
’02PhD, 3/2/2015, Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates

2000s

Erik M. Peterson ’02, 
12/6/2014, Delta Junction, AK

Kent A. Batchelder ’05G, 
6/11/2014, Sturbridge

Christine A. Osmulski ’05G, 
3/5/2015, Los Angeles, CA

Lin J. Zhou ’09G,  
12/10/2014, Cambridge

2010s

John D. Coady ’11,  
12/29/2014,  
Monument Beach

Michael Cobian ’14, 
11/30/2014, Springfield

Matthew T. Schiek ’16, 
2/15/2015, Freehold, NJ

Faculty

Emmon W. Bach,  
11/28/2014, Oxford, England

Clifford S. Chater,  
2/24/2015, Camden, ME

Robert Childs Jr. ’77S, ’83, 
’90G, 1/30/2015, Conway

Anthony Wayne Corcoran Jr., 
2/7/2015, Danvers

Richard H. Gassan ’98G, 
’02PhD, 3/2/2015, Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates

John Grillo,  
11/26/2014, Wellfleet

Sarah L. Hawes,  
1/26/2015, Amherst

Curtis A. Johnson,  
10/31/2014, Medford, NJ

Sabra R. MacLeod,  
2/5/2015, Leeds

Mary A. O’Connor ’72,  
1/2/2015, Needham 

Keith Rayner,  
1/21/2015, La Mesa, CA

H. Duncan Rollason Jr.,  
11/30/2014, Tucson, AZ

Richard Leonard Stromgren 
’54, 3/27/2015, Amherst
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ZIP 01969:  Rowley, Massachusetts

I ADMIT IT: I cried when 
I dropped my daughter 
Taylor off at UMass her 
first year. I wasn’t the only 
mom sniffing, of course. 

All around me, parents were fall-
ing apart. Who could blame us? 
We were leaving our babies on a 
campus with actual skyscrapers, a 
city of over 28,000 students.

The thing is, I wasn’t crying 
because I was anxious; I was 
mourning the transformation to 
come. Taylor would be a different 
person in four years. I’ve learned 
firsthand that people find their 
own unique paths here. 

Where to begin? Let’s start 
with my dad, a Navy officer who 
looked like President Gerald Ford 
on steroids and who, while on 
board a ship in the Mediterra-
nean, read an article about gerbils 
and decided to raise them. 

“Gerbils will follow in the 
footsteps of the hamster as America’s newest pet,” 
he declared. 

While you wrap your mind around that im-
age, let me tell you that Dad made his dream of 
being the biggest gerbil farmer in the world come 
true partly because of UMass. He raised rodents 
in our garage first, and eventually on a farm. An 
engineer by training, he took zoology classes at 
UMass. Much of what he discovered ended up 
in his “Home of the Gerbil” newsletter, which he 
sent to customers as our gerbil population esca-
lated into the thousands. 

My brother, Phil Robinson ’90, arrived at 
UMass thirsty to travel the world. He majored 
in history and studied abroad, taking intensive 
Russian in Leningrad. While at UMass, he honed 
his musicianship, too, playing guitar in a rock 
band called “Squalus” (“Shark” in Latin). Phil has 
continued his language studies, recently earning 
a master’s degree in Slavic linguistics from  

Cornell University. And he’s still plucking 
stringed instruments in various bands—every-
thing from the fiddle to the sitar—while working 
in IT at Cornell. 

I earned an MFA degree at UMass, a program 
I chose after discovering a passion for writing 
fiction while earning a biology degree from Clark 
University. I’d taken so few literature classes that I 
failed to land a plum UMass English department 
fellowship. Luckily, I was hired by a physics pro-
fessor who needed a research assistant capable in 
algebra and fluent in Spanish. 

Math, Spanish, and creative writing? Some-
how, at UMass these things came together. I split 
my time among writing workshops, the phys-
ics department, and Holyoke schools, where I 
worked with Spanish-speaking students to assess 
how their bilingual language skills affected them 
in math. That work, combined with my MFA, led 
me to teach math in an American school in Mex-
ico, and then to direct a project at the University 
of California, Berkeley, aimed at engaging more 
inner city kids in math and science. 

Today, I make a living as a novelist and ghost 
writer who specializes in working with doctors 
or Hispanic celebrities. Not your everyday career, 
but hey, Dad always said that being normal is 
overrated. 

And that brings me to Taylor Lucey ’11. My 
daughter discovered her professional path and 
personal passions at UMass, too. In high school, 
she loved art and was interested in environmental 
studies. She found her home in the College of 
Natural Resources and the Environment. After 
graduation, she worked for an environmental 
engineering company and the U.S. Forest Service 
in Alaska before being admitted as a Peace Corps 
Master’s International degree student in forestry 
at Oregon State University. She’s now conducting 
agroforestry projects in Senegal.

Recently, I toured UMass as a parent again—
this time with my youngest son, Aidan. He’s in-
terested in engineering, so after seeing the main 
campus, we toured the engineering quad. There, 
a young woman enthusiastically described her 
classes, then talked about the lively area music 
scene. It turned out that she and Aidan had both 
attended the same electronic dance music con-
cert the night before.

As we left Amherst, Aidan grinned and said, “I 
could like UMass.”

I laughed. “I bet you could. It runs in the 
family.”

What I didn’t tell my son was that, from 
UMass, he can go anywhere. He’ll discover that 
for himself.

UMass Runs in  
Our Family
And so do quirky careers.

By Holly Robinson ’84G
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Located in the heart 

of the picturesque

UMass Amherst Campus, 

Hotel  UMass blends the 

excitement of campus life 

with a tranquil, countryside 

escape making it the ideal 

destination for your next 

trip to the Pioneer Valley.  

Whether you’re staying for 

business or leisure, Hotel 

UMass has first-class 

accommodations and 

services tailored to your 

needs.  Voted #1 Hotel in 

Amherst by TripAdvisor, 

book your room today!

Stay in 
the Heart
of the 
Campus

www.hotelumass.com
877.822.2110
hotel@umass.edu

October 13-17, 2015
UMassAlumni.com/Homecoming
Join us on campus for UMass Minutemen
vs. Kent State Golden Eagles football, 
celebrations, tours, lectures and more.
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Launching New Careers

DURING 30 YEARS in the United States Navy, where he helped build six 
different classes of ships, Rear Admiral (Ret.) Joseph Carnevale ’71 

focused on creating a legacy through service and preparing for the future. 
These same priorities are evident in his dedication to UMass Amherst. 

After many years of generous support of the College of Engineering, Joe 
and his wife, Mary, examined their philanthropic goals. In 2007, they created 
an endowment to support a student from Joe’s hometown of Pittsfield,  
Massachusetts. Expanding on their commitment during the UMass Rising 
campaign, the couple added a bequest to their estate plan that will increase 
their endowment.  “As a member of the campaign committee for the DC 
region, I believe this is an important vehicle for alumni to consider as we 
approach the campaign funding goals,” says Joe.  “Such commitments signal 
a tremendous vote of confidence and will have a significant impact on sup-
port for our students, faculty, and programs many years down the road.”

 Now a senior defense advisor with Adams and Reese LLP 
and Shipbuilders Council of America in Washington, 

DC, Joe enjoys traveling with his family.  Each fall, 
Joe, Mary, and his sister Linda Carnevale ’68 come 

to Amherst to meet the Carnevale scholarship 
recipient and tour the ever-changing campus. Joe 
also spends time with student members of the 
American Society of Military Engineers, sharing 
his experience, advice for the future, and leading 
by example.
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